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Abstract: TiO2-ZnO-MgO mixed oxide nanomaterials (MONs) were synthetized via the sol-gel
method and characterized by scanning electron microscopy (SEM) coupled with energy dispersive
spectroscopy (EDS), transmission electron microscopy (TEM), nitrogen physisorption analysis, X-ray
diffraction (XRD), UV-Vis diffuse reflectance spectroscopy (UV-Vis DRS), Fourier transform infrared
spectroscopy (FTIR), and color (Luminosity (L), a, b, Chrome, hue) parameters. Furthermore, the
antimicrobial activity of the MONs was tested against Escherichia coli (EC), Salmonella paratyphi
(SP), Staphylococcus aureus (SA), and Listeria monocytogenes (LM). The MONs presented a semi
globular-ovoid shape of ≤100 nm. Samples were classified as mesoporous materials and preserved
in the TiO2 anatase phase, with slight changes in the color parameters of the MONs in comparison
with pure TiO2. The MONs exhibited antimicrobial activity, and their effect on the tested bacteria
was in the following order: EC > SP > SA > LM. Therefore, MONs could be used as antimicrobial
agents for industrial applications.

Keywords: sol-gel method; mixed oxides; nanomaterials; antimicrobial activity

1. Introduction

Mixed oxide systems have a wide range of applications, including physics, chemistry, materials
science and engineering [1]. One of the most studied applications of inorganic nanoparticles is their
antimicrobial activity [2]. This is due to the stability in harsh processing conditions (high pressure or
temperature) exhibited by inorganic compounds (TiO2, ZnO, MgO and others) compared with organic
compounds (organic acids, essential oils, bacteriocins and enzymes) [3].

The sol-gel method is an interesting synthesis method for preparing hybrid materials (mixed oxide
systems and/or inorganic-organic systems), which involves hydrolysis and condensation reactions
on the precursors [4]. Furthermore, this method has several advantages (simple synthesis process,
mild reaction conditions, high homogeneity of the product, low energy cost, versatility, and moreover,
complex apparatus is not needed), which enable its use in a wide range of technological processes.
Nonetheless, one of the main advantages of the sol-gel method is the possibility of synthesizing new
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materials with designed properties [5,6]. This method may also be used to obtain ternary mixed oxide
systems containing TiO2 [7,8], which represents an interesting base for the synthesis of multifunctional
oxide systems [6].

Titanium dioxide is a multifunctional material [9], highly employed in the food (chewing gum
with mint flavor, dairy products) and pharmaceutical (sunscreens and toothpaste) industries [10,11].
However, most of the TiO2 uses, including antibacterial activity, are usually UV-irradiation
dependent [1,2], in particular for TiO2 in the anatase phase (active under UV rays at a wavelength of 385
nm or shorter), which is a limiting factor for their potential applications [12]. Furthermore, it has been
reported that TiO2 can be combined with selective elements, forming mixed oxide materials offering
an effective method to enhance the physicochemical and antimicrobial properties of TiO2 [1,2,13].

It has been reported that TiO2 in the presence of UV-irradiation exhibits antimicrobial
activity against Escherichia coli, Salmonella typhi, Klebsiella pneumonia, Shigella flexneri and
Staphylococcus aureus [2,12–14]. Furthermore, TiO2 has been doped with different materials with
known antimicrobial activity such as Ag [15], Nd3+, Zn2+ [2], MgO [16] and copper [12] to enhance
its property. Most of the previous studies focused on the synthesis, characterization and evaluation
of the antibacterial effect of the individual or bimetallic combinations of these materials [12–14].
However, research based on the ternary oxide system is limited, particularly for antimicrobial
proposes. Juma et al. [17] synthesized and characterized a nanocomposite formed by CuO-NiO-ZnO
(using the co-precipitation method) and reported that the presence of three materials impacted
strongly on the overall properties of the composite. Li et al. [18] prepared a ZnO-CeO2-TiO2

composite by the combustion method for methylene blue degradation, enhancing their photocatalytic
properties. Li et al. [19] prepared a ternary organometallic composite (Ag-TiO2-chitosan, using the
inverse emulsion cross-linking reaction), which exhibited excellent antibacterial activity against E.
coli, P. aeruginosa and S. aureus. Arandiyan and Parvari [20] reported that the sol-gel technique is an
attractive and effective method for synthesizing ternary mixed systems (LaMoxV1O3+δ). In this work,
we synthesized a ternary oxide system (TiO2-ZnO-MgO) using the sol-gel method, and characterized
this system using SEM-EDS, TEM, nitrogen physisorption analysis, XRD, FTIR, UV-Vis DRS, and
color attributes. In addition, their antibacterial activity against Escherichia coli, Salmonella paratyphi,
Staphylococcus aureus and Listeria monocytogenes was evaluated.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Material Preparation

Materials (TiO2-ZnO-MgO) were prepared using the sol-gel method using titanium-(IV) butoxide,
zinc nitrate and magnesium di-ter-butoxide as precursors (reagents obtained from Sigma-Aladrich
Chemical Co., St. Louis, MO, USA), where 44 mL of ethanol and 18 mL of distilled water were mixed
with different precursor amounts to obtain solids of 1%, 3% and 5% weight (wt.) of Zn and Mg (Table 1).
Then, a few drops of HNO3 (0.1 M) were added in order to adjust the pH to 3 in the solutions. The
solutions were heated under reflux at 70 ◦C and 44 mL of titanium(IV) butoxide were then added drop
wise and maintained during 24 h under magnetic stirring until the gels were formed. The gels were
dried at 100 ◦C for 24 h and the solids were ground. Finally, the obtained xerogels were annealed at
500 ◦C/5 h in static air atmosphere (heating rate of 2 ◦C/min). A reference pure TiO2 sample was
prepared in the same way described above but without the addition of the precursors (Zn-Mg) [7].

2.2. Sample Characterization

The morphology of the samples was determined using transmission electron microscopy (TEM)
(Tecnai F20 microscope, Phillips Co., Amsterdam, The Netherlands) operated at 200 kV, and by
scanning electron microscopy (SEM) (Tescan, MIRA3 LMU, London, UK) at 20 kV, equipped with an
energy dispersive X-ray spectroscope (EDS, XFash sve 6/30, Bruker, Berlin, Germany).
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The textural properties were determined by nitrogen adsorption-desorption with a Micromeritics
(TriStar II Plus, Norcross, GA, USA). The specific surface areas were calculated by means of the
Brunauer-Emmett-Teller (BET) method and the pore size distribution was obtained according to the
Barret-Joyner-Halenda (BJH) method.

The crystallinity of the samples was characterized by X-ray diffraction (XRD; Empyrean, Malvern
Panalytical, Almelo, The Netherland) equipped with Cu Kα radiation (λ = 0.154 nm). The UV-Vis
absorption spectra were obtained with a UV-Vis spectrophotometer (Shimadzu UV-2600, Tokyo, Japan)
coupled with an integration sphere for diffuse reflectance studies. From the plot, the bang gap energy
was calculated using Plank’s Equation (1).

Eg =
1239.8

λ
, (1)

where energy (Eg) = band gap energy (eV), and wavelength (λ) = absorption peak value.
The FTIR spectrum for the material was recorded with a FTIR (Nicolet iS5, ThermoFisher Scientific,

Tokyo, Japan) spectrometer using attenuated total reflectance (ATR). The spectrum was recorded at
room temperature, with 24 scans and 4 cm−1 resolution. Samples were recorded at a wavelength from
4000 to 400 cm−1.

Mixed oxide color (Luminosity (L), a, b, chrome and hue values) was measured using a Minolta
Colorimeter (Konica Minolta CR-400, Konica Minolta Inc., Osaka, Japan). Total color difference (TCD)
was determined using Equation (2), which indicates the magnitude of the color change of the powders
in the presence of dopant material [21].

TCD =

√
(L−L0)

2+(a−a0)2+(b−b0)2, (2)

where L0, a0, b0 are color values of undoped TiO2, and L, a and b are values of doped TiO2 materials.

2.3. Antibacterial Activity Test

The antibacterial activity of the mixed oxide system on Gram-negative (Salmonella paratyphi
ATCC 9150 and Escherichia coli ATCC 8739) and Gram-positive (Staphylococcus aureus ATCC 33862 and
Listeria monocytogenes ATCC 15313) bacteria was tested by agar disc diffusion assay [1]. Microbial
strains were grown aerobically in Mueller-Hinton broth (21 g/L, pH 7.3 ± 0.1) for 24 h at 37 ◦C until
the bacterial suspensions were achieved to 1 × 106 CFU/mL by comparison with the 0.5 McFarland
standard. The disc diffusion assay was carried out by swabbing each test strain on Muller-Hinton agar
(38 g/L, pH 7.3 ± 0.1). Sterile standard filter paper discs (4 mm in diameter) were then impregnated
with sterile aqueous suspensions of mixed oxide nanomaterials at 100 µg/mL concentration and placed
onto the inoculated plates using sterile forceps. The standard antibiotic drug ampicillin (10 µg/mL)
and sterile distilled water were used as positive and negative controls, respectively [13]. Later, the
plates were incubated at 37 ◦C for 24 h. Finally, the zone of inhibition that formed around the discs
(diameter) was measured in millimeters (mm) and recorded. The procedure described above was
repeated for each treatment (T1–T5) and each bacteria.

2.4. Statistical Data Analysis

Color parameters (a coordinate, chrome and hue values) and antimicrobial activity for
Listeria monocytogenes and Staphylococcus aureus data were subjected to a one-way ANOVA/Tukey
test. Their variances were shown to be homogeneous (Levene’s test, p > 0.05) and they also presented
a normal distribution (Shapiro-Wilk W test, p > 0.05). Color parameters such as luminosity and
b coordinate, as well as antimicrobial activity for Escherichia coli and Salmonella paratyphi data
were subjected to the independent-samples Kruskal-Wallis non-parametric test, due to the lack of
homogeneity in the variances among the groups (Levene’s test, p < 0.05) and/or normal distribution
(Shapiro-Wilk W test, p < 0.05) (see Table S1 in Supplementary Materials). A pairwise comparison was
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performed using multiple comparisons of mean ranks for all groups. All data were obtained from
three independent experiments and each sample was performed in triplicate. Results were expressed
as mean ± standard deviation. Data were analyzed using the Statistica software (v. 10 Statsoft®, Tulsa,
OK, USA), with a significance level of α = 0.05.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1. Morphological Observation and EDS Analysis

The SEM and TEM studies of pure TiO2 and MONs are shown in Figures 1 and 2, respectively. The
images show that the materials exhibited a semi-globular form with some superficial agglomerations
and sizes less than 100 nm [1]. Several nanoparticle shapes and superficial textures (including
non-uniform size and superficial agglomeration) have been reported for TiO2, which appeared to
be a normal reaction during the sol-gel method synthesis [8,9,22]. The elemental composition of the
synthesized mixed oxide (TiO2-ZnO-MgO) nanomaterials was determined by energy dispersive X-ray
analysis by SEM (Table 1). The results confirm the presence of the three metals employed in this
study; furthermore, the MONs composition was mainly determined by the amounts of the initial
precursors [8].
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Table 1. Energy dispersive spectroscopy results of the composition (wt.%) obtained from the materials.

Sample Code
Element

Ti Zn Mg O

Undoped TiO2 - 44.90 55.10
TiO2-ZnO(1 wt.%)-MgO(1 wt.%) T1 55.91 0.95 0.75 42.39
TiO2-ZnO(5 wt.%)-MgO(1 wt.%) T2 59.38 5.02 0.90 34.70
TiO2-ZnO(1 wt.%)-MgO(5 wt.%) T3 51.31 0.85 4.75 43.09
TiO2-ZnO(5 wt.%)-MgO(5 wt.%) T4 68.72 5.70 5.29 20.28
TiO2-ZnO(3 wt.%)-MgO(3 wt.%) T5 45.21 3.25 3.10 48.44

3.2. N2 Physisorption Analysis

The N2 physisorption analysis was used to investigate the BET (Brunauer-Emmett-Teller) specific
surface area (SSA), BHJ (Barret-Joyner-Halenda) pore volume, and average pore diameter of the
pure TiO2 and MONs (TiO2-ZnO-MgO). Figure 3A shows the N2 adsorption-desorption isotherms
of the pure TiO2 and MONs, and Figure 3B shows the pore size distribution. The isotherms of
the materials (T1–T5), including pure TiO2, were identified as type IV, typical characteristics for
mesoporous materials [23]. Additionally, the samples exhibited three different hysteresis types:
H1-type for T3, H2-type for pure TiO2, T1 and T2, and H3-type for treatments T4 and T5. The hysteresis
loop associated with isotherms is attributed to the capillary condensation of N2 gas occurring in the
pores, which also confirms the presence of a mesoporous structure [23]. The change of hysteresis loop
could be due to the existence of smaller or bigger pores in samples. Similar trends were previously
reported by Deshmane et al. [24] and Amorós-Pérez et al. [25], when TiO2-supported metal (Cu, Co,
Ni, Cr, Pd, Zn and Sn) was synthesized.

The textural properties of the synthesized materials are summarized in Table 2. Pure TiO2 showed
a SSA of 61.53 m2/g, pore diameter of 9.97 nm and pore volume of 0.20 cm3/g. However, the SSA
(57–71 m2/g), pore diameter (9.7–14 nm) and pore volume (0.18–0.31 cm3/g) of the MONs varied
depending on the ZnO and MgO concentration (T1–T5) [26]. Comparable results were previously
reported in pure TiO2 (58 m2/g) and/or doped-TiO2 with different transition metallic species, such
as Cr (73 m2/g), Co (62 m2/g), Ni (53 m2/g) and Cu (63 m2/g) [25]. This might be attributed to
the loading of metal oxides into mesoporous material, reducing their pore size and surface area by
blocking the pores when the material is distributed on the particle’s inner surface [7,27].

Table 2. Band gap energy (Eg) values and textural properties of pure TiO2 and mixed oxide
(TiO2-ZnO-MgO) materials.

Treatment Code Eg (eV) SSA (m2/g) Pore Volume
(cm3/g)

Pore Diameter
(nm)

Undoped TiO2 - 3.13 61.53 0.20 9.97
TiO2-ZnO(1 wt.%)-MgO(1 wt.%) T1 3.12 58.90 0.20 9.72
TiO2-ZnO(5 wt.%)-MgO(1 wt.%) T2 3.14 57.52 0.27 14.78
TiO2-ZnO(1 wt.%)-MgO(5 wt.%) T3 3.13 71.36 0.31 12.14
TiO2-ZnO(5 wt.%)-MgO(5 wt.%) T4 3.14 54.85 0.21 11.82
TiO2-ZnO(3 wt.%)-MgO(3 wt.%) T5 3.09 59.14 0.18 10.78

Eg = Band gap energy; SSA = specific surface area.
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3.3. X-Ray Diffraction

The crystalline structure of the pure TiO2 and MONs (TiO2-ZnO-MgO) was determined by X-ray
diffraction (XRD) analysis. The diffractograms (Figure 4A) of the materials (T1 to T5) show the anatase
phase of TiO2 corresponding to peaks at 2θ = 25.3◦, 37.9◦, 47.8◦, 54.5◦, 55◦, 62.5◦, 69◦, 70◦, 75◦ and
82◦, with a respective Miller index of (101), (103), (200), (105), (211), (204), (116), (220), (215) and
(303) planes (JCPDS 21–1272). In addition, the characteristic diffraction peaks of ZnO structures were
observed at around 2θ = 31.7◦, 34.5◦, 36.3◦, 47.5◦, 56◦ and 62.7◦, and were attributed to the (100),
(002), (110), (102), (110) and (103) planes, respectively (JCPDS 36–1451). Similarly, diffractions at 36.7◦,
42.71◦ and 62.0◦ were detected and attributed to MgO structure [28]. Nonetheless, the presence of
ZnO and MgO did not promote significant changes in the anatase phase in the titania matrix [12].
However, in the amplification of stronger reflection (2θ = 25.3◦, (101) plane) a notable shift in the
nanomaterial in comparison with the reference TiO2 can be seen (Figure 4B). This was previously
reported when Cu-doped TiO2 at 500 ◦C was synthesized [29]. The displacement of the (101) reflection
was due to a slight modification in the anatase phase, promoting the incorporation of the dopant
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material into the titanium network. This small modification could promote a displacement in the whole
diffractogram [30]. On the other hand, some treatments (TiO2-ZnO (3%)-MgO (3%) and TiO2-ZnO
(5%)-MgO (5%)) showed reflection peaks around 18◦ (2θ), which are representative of Mg(OH)2

(JCPD 7–239). Some authors have suggested that an incomplete phase transformation of the precursor
(magnesium di-ter-butoxide) to MgO during annealing can occur [28,31].
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3.4. UV-Vis by Diffuse Reflectance

Figure 4C shows the diffuse reflectance spectra obtained for the MONs (TiO2-ZnO-MgO). All
synthesized materials exhibited an absorption wavelength around 400 nm, which is characteristic of
a TiO2 structure [32]. However, the optical absorption range (395.28–401.64 nm) of TiO2 changed in
the presence of ZnO and MgO. Furthermore, the effect of the mixture of ZnO and MgO on the TiO2

Eg value is shown in Table 2. The Eg of synthetized nanomaterial (pure TiO2 = 3.13 eV) is influenced
by the presence of Zn and Mg (3.09–3.14 eV) [29]. The differences in results may be due to the band
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gap of MgO (6–7.8 eV) being much wider than that exhibited by TiO2 (3.2 eV) and ZnO (3.37 eV) [27].
Similarly, Viswanatha et al. [33] observed a small shift in the absorption of ZnO (3.38 eV) by doping
of Mg (3.34 eV). Furthermore, it has been reported that when two or more metals are combined, the
optical properties of the MONs may be affected by an excess of doping material (≥10 wt.%) [7,30].

3.5. Infrared FTIR Analysis

Figure 5 shows the FTIR spectrum of the pure TiO2 and MONs recorded in the range of 4000 to
400 cm−1. Bands at 667, 654, 604 and 543 cm−1 were observed, and the vibrations in these regions are
typical of the TiO2 anatase structure [32,34,35], and are related to the stretching mode of the Ti–OH,
Ti–O and O–Ti–O bonds [8,11,33]. Also, a band around 545 cm−1 was detected in samples (T1–T5),
attributed to the presence of the Zn–O bond [34]. Furthermore, a band at 667 cm−1 was detected,
which confirmed the presence of MgO vibrations [16,33]. The absorption band around 1600 cm−1

was assigned to the O–H vibrations associated with physically adsorbed water in the samples [33].
The two bands at 1500 and at 1729 cm−1 can be associated with asymmetrical O=C–O vibrations and
C=O stretching [35]. Also, the bands in the region around 1500 cm−1 may correspond to the Ti–O–C
bond, which may originate from unreacted alkoxy groups (residual carbon after reaction) during the
sol-gel process, indicating the interaction between the organic and inorganic components present in
the precursor. This reaction could be promoted by the acidic conditions (pH = 3) of the medium [21,36].
Furthermore, bands ranging from 3346 cm−1 to 3700 cm−1 were detected, corresponding to the
symmetric and asymmetric stretching of water molecules [32].
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3.6. Color and Total Color Difference

Table 3 shows the color values (Luminosity (L), a, b, chrome and hue) and total color difference
(TCD) of the pure TiO2 and MONs (TiO2-ZnO-MgO). Pure TiO2 had a white color (Luminosity
(L) = 95.10, a = −0.41, b = 1.24, Chrome = 1.30, hue = 108.53). A statistical differences (p < 0.05) for all
color parameters was observed in MONs (T1–T5) compared with pure TiO2. However, although the
samples showed statistical differences, the MONs (T1–T5) had a similar white color to pure TiO2.
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Table 3. Color values (Luminosity (L), a, b, chrome and hue) and total color difference (TCD) of pure
TiO2 and mixed oxides (TiO2-ZnO-MgO) materials.

Treatment Code Luminosity a b Chrome hue TCD

Undoped TiO2 - 95.10 ± 0.04 b -0.41 ± 0.01 b,c 1.24 ± 0.03 b 1.30 ± 0.02 a,b 108.53 ± 0.40 c,d -
TiO2-ZnO(1 wt.%)-MgO(1 wt.%) T1 94.63 ± 0.05 b −0.31 ± 0.02 a,b 1.12 ± 0.06 c 1.15 ± 0.05 b 105.30 ± 1.57 d 0.49
TiO2-ZnO(5 wt.%)-MgO(1 wt.%) T2 96.73 ± 0.14 a −0.77 ± 0.04 c 1.60 ± 0.03 a 1.56 ± 0.33 a 114.93 ± 0.99 c 1.70
TiO2-ZnO(1 wt.%)-MgO(5 wt.%) T3 86.21 ± 1.18 c −0.11 ± 0.02 a 0.17 ± 0.06 e 0.17 ± 0.02 d 125.86 ± 1.56 b 8.95
TiO2-ZnO(5 wt.%)-MgO(5 wt.%) T4 85.84 ± 0.68 c −0.40 ± 0.03 b 0.48 ± 0.01 d 0.59 ± 0.06 c 134.00 ± 1.52 a 9.29
TiO2-ZnO(3 wt.%)-MgO(3 wt.%) T5 97.34 ± 0.09 a −0.62 ± 0.01 c 1.37 ± 0.02 b 1.52 ± 0.01 a,b 115.90 ± 1.43 c 2.25

Values are the average of triplicate determinations from three different experiments (n = 9) ± standard deviation
(SD). Different lowercase letters in the same column indicate significant differences ((one-way ANOVA/Tukey test
for all variables (p < 0.05), except for luminosity and b values, where Kruskal-Wallis/Multiple comparisons of mean
ranks for all groups test were applied (p < 0.05)).

The color of TiO2-based materials is an important quality parameter in areas such as the food or
pharmaceutical industries, since TiO2 is generally employed as a white pigment [10,11]. Differences in
visual color can be classified by measuring the total color difference (TCD) as a very distinct (TCD > 3),
subtle (1.5 < TCD < 3) or small difference (TCD < 1.5) [21]. Therefore, all the MONs presented a
TCD < 3.0, and were thus classified as a subtle or small visual color difference. No significant changes
in white color were reported when the CaCO3-TiO2 composite was prepared [11]. However, an evident
visible change (dark green) in the color of the TiO2 powders was previously reported during the
surface modification of TiO2 by Cr addition [29].

3.7. Antibacterial Activity

Table 4 shows the effect of MONs (100 µg/mL) on some pathogenic bacteria. Statistical differences
(p < 0.05) were observed between treatments (T1–T5) compared with the drug control (ampicillin =
17–25 mm). Pure TiO2 showed a poor inhibition zone (5–9 mm) in all bacterial strain tested compared to
the MONs (TiO2-ZnO-MgO) treatments. The MONs (T1–T5) showed significant antibacterial activities
against E. coli, S. paratyphi, S. aureus and L. monocytogenes, but the antibacterial effect varied depending
on the type of microorganism. The highest inhibition zone was observed for E. coli (16–18 mm),
while the lowest was observed for L. monocytogenes (8–10 mm). The antibacterial effect of inorganic
nanomaterials (TiO2, ZnO and MgO) is well documented, but studies have focused on the individual
or bi-metallic combinations of these materials. However, research on the antibacterial effect of a ternary
oxide material is limited.

Table 4. Antimicrobial activity of pure TiO2 and mixed oxide (TiO2-ZnO-MgO) materials.

Treatment Code E. coli
(mm)

S. paratyphi
(mm)

S. aureus
(mm)

L. monocytogenes
(mm)

Ampicillin (C+) - 22.33 ± 0.51 a 25.66 ± 1.52 a 18.33 ± 0.57 a 17.33 ± 1.15 a

Distilled water (C-) - 0 0 0 0
Undoped TiO2 - 9.33 ± 0.57 c 9.33 ± 0.57 c 8.00 ± 1.00 e 5.66 ± 0.57 d

TiO2-ZnO(1 wt.%)-MgO(1 wt.%) T1 14.05 ± 0.42 b 16.00 ± 1.24 b 12.33 ± 0.87 d 8.83 ± 0.75 b,c

TiO2-ZnO(5 wt.%)-MgO(1 wt.%) T2 14.00 ± 0.89 b 17.00 ± 1.26 b 12.00 ± 0.94 d 9.58 ± 0.66 b,c

TiO2-ZnO(1 wt.%)-MgO(5 wt.%) T3 14.91 ± 0.66 b 18.33 ± 0.63 b 15.16 ± 0.30 b,c 10.00 ± 0.89 b,c

TiO2-ZnO(5 wt.%)-MgO(5 wt.%) T4 14.66 ± 0.51 b 17.50 ± 1.04 b 14.66 ± 0.81 b 8.66 ± 0.81 b

TiO2-ZnO(3 wt.%)-MgO(3 wt.%) T5 14.76 ± 0.35 b 17.76 ± 0.30 b 13.83 ± 0.75 c 8.33 ± 0.51 c

Values are the average of triplicate determinations from three different experiments (n = 9) ± standard deviation
(SD). Different lowercase letters in the same column indicate significant difference ((one way ANOVA/Tukey test
for S. aureus and L. monocytogenes data were applied (p < 0.05); while a Kruskal-Wallis/Multiple comparisons of
mean ranks for all groups test were applied on E. coli and S. paratyphi data (p < 0.05)).

Fu et al. [15] enhanced the antibacterial activity of nano-TiO2 in the presence of Au against
E. coli and Bacillus megaterium. Jesline et al. [13] reported an inhibition zone of 14 and 17 mm
against methicillin-resistant S. aureus using TiO2 and ZnO nanoparticles, respectively. However,
the concentration of MONs to achieve a similar inhibition zone (T3 = 15 mm) against S. aureus was
reduced by four times compared to those used by Jesline et al. [7]. Furthermore, the antibacterial
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effect of MONs on pathogenic bacteria studied could be ranked in the following order: E. coli >
S. paratyphi > S. aureus > L. monocytogenes (Table 4). Li et al. [19] suggested that the antimicrobial effect
of Ag–TiO2–Chitosan might be related to the species of bacteria. The authors reported a greater effect
of the composite on E. coli (Gram-negative) than that of Pseudomona aeruginosa (Gram-positive), and
mentioned that the differences in the antibacterial effect might be due to the variation in their cell wall
composition. On the other hand, Lun et al. [35] reported that nano-texured TiO2 exhibited an equal
level of lethality (>99%) on both Gram-negative and Gram-positive bacteria.

The exact antibacterial mechanism of MONs is still unknown, but oxidative stress via the
generation of reactive oxygen species (ROS) might cause lipid peroxidation of the cell wall, affecting
the membrane fluidity and consequently disrupting cell integrity and promoting the release of the
intracellular contents and death of the bacterial cells [36]. It is also believed that the accumulation
of particles on the bacterial surface due to electrostatic forces could be another mechanism of the
antibacterial effect of MONs [37]. These properties of MONs make them a promising antibacterial
agent with great potential for industrial applications [12,37,38].

4. Conclusions

TiO2-ZnO-MgO mixed oxide (MONs)-based TiO2 was successfully synthesized using the sol-gel
method. Textural properties such as the specific surface area, pore volume and pore diameter of the
MONs increased or decreased depending on the ZnO and MgO concentrations, but preserved the
anatase phase of TiO2 without perceptible changes in color. The MONs showed good antimicrobial
activity against different Gram-negative and Gram-positive bacteria. Therefore, MONs have great
antimicrobial potential for industrial applications.
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variables studied.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, L.M.A.-E. and E.M.-G.; methodology, L.M.A.-E., E.M.-G., N.G.-S.,
M.D.M.-R. and A.P.-L.; software, L.M.A.-E. and R.R.-T.; validation, L.M.A.-E., E.M.-G. and A.P.-L.; formal analysis,
L.M.A.-E., E.M.-G. and A.P.-L.; investigation, L.M.A.-E., E.M.-G. and A.P.-L.; resources, E.M.-G. and A.P.-L.; data
curation, L.M.A.-E., N.G.-S., M.D.M.-R. and R.R.-T.; writing-original draft preparation, L.M.A.-E., E.M.-G. and
A.P.-L; writing-review and editing, E.M.Y., E.M.-G. and A.P.-L.; visualization, E.M.-G. and A.P.-L.; supervision,
E.M.-G. and A.P.-L.; project administration, E.M.-G. and A.P.-L.; funding acquisition, E.M.-G. and A.P.-L.

Funding: This research received no external funding.

Acknowledgments: The authors gratefully acknowledge the financial support for the scholarship (702634) from
CONACYT-Mexico, and to the Materials Lab (Technical Sergio Oliva and Ph.D. Martin Flores) for the use of the
XRD and SEM-EDS equipment from the Centro Universitario de Ciencias Exactas e Ingenierias of the Universidad
de Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. Jing, F.; Suo, H.; Cui, S.; Tang, X.; Zhang, M.; Shen, X.; Lin, B.; Jiang, G.; Wu, X. Facile synthesis of TiO2/Ag
composite aerogel with excellent antibacterial proprieties. J. Sol-Gel Sci. Technol. 2018, 86, 590–598. [CrossRef]

2. Venkatasubramanian, R.; Srivastava, R.S.; Misra, R.D.K. Comparative study of antimirobial and
photocatalytic activity in titania encapsulated composite nanoparticles with different dopants.
Mater. Sci. Technol. 2008, 24, 589–595. [CrossRef]

3. Shi, L.E.; Li, Z.H.; Zheng, W.; Zhao, Y.F.; Jin, Y.F.; Tang, Z.X. Synthesis, antibacterial activity, antibacterial
mechanism and food applications of ZnO nanoparticles: A review. Food Addit. Contam. 2014, 31, 173–186.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

4. Catauro, M.; Tranquillo, E.; Barrino, F.; Blanco, I.; Dal Poggetto, G.; Naviglio, D. Drug release of hybrid
materials containing Fe(II) citrate synthetized by Sol-gel technique. Materials 2018, 11, 2270. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

http://www.mdpi.com/1996-1944/12/5/698/s1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10971-018-4659-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1179/174328408X282065
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/19440049.2013.865147
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24219062
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ma11112270
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30441749


Materials 2019, 12, 698 11 of 12

5. Kubiak, A.; Siwinska-Ciesielczyk, S.; Jesionowski, T. Titania-based hybrid materials with ZnO, ZrO2 and
MoS2: A review. Materials 2018, 11, 2295. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

6. Cano-Casanova, L.; Amorés-Pérez, A.; Lillo-Ródenas, M.A.; Román-Martínez, M.C. Effect of the preparation
method (Sol-gel or hydrothermal) and conditions on the TiO2 properties and activity for propene oxidation.
Materials 2018, 11, 2227. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

7. Pérez-Larios, A.; Hernandez-Gordillo, A.; Morales-Mendoza, G.; Lartundo-Rojas, L.; Mantilla, A.; Gómez, R.
Enhancing the H2 evolution from water-methanol solution using Mn2+-Mn+3-Mn4+ redox species of
Mn-doped TiO2 sol-gel. Catal. Today 2016, 266, 9–16. [CrossRef]

8. Catauro, M.; Tranquillo, E.; Dal Poggetto, G.; Pasquali, M.; Dell’Era, A.; Vecchio Ciprioti, S. Influence of the
heat treatment on the particle size and on the crystalline phase of TiO2 synthetized by the Sol-gel method.
Materials 2018, 11, 2364. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

9. Siwinska-Stefanska, K.; Kubiak, A.; Piasecki, A.; Goscianska, J.; Nowaczyk, G.; Jurga, S.; Jesionowski, T.
TiO2-ZnO binary oxide system: Comprhensive characterization and test of photocatalytic activity. Materials
2018, 11, 841. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

10. Sharif, H.A.; Rasha, A.A.E.; Ramia, Z.A.L.B. Titanium dioxide content in foodstuff from the Jordanian market:
Spectrophonetic evaluation of TiO2 nanoparticles. Int. Food Res. J. 2015, 22, 1024–1029.

11. Sun, S.; Ding, H.; Hou, X. Preparation of CaCO3-TiO2 composite particles and their pigment properties.
Materials 2018, 11, 1131. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

12. Janczarek, M.; Endo, M.; Zhang, D.; Wang, K.; Kowalska, E. Enhanced photocatalytic and antimicrobial
performance of cuprous oxide/titania: The effect of titania matrix. Materials 2018, 11, 2069. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

13. Jesline, A.; Jhon, N.P.; Narayanan, P.M.; Vani, C.; Murugan, S. Antimicrobial activity of zinc and titanium
dioxide nanoparticles against biofilm-producing methicillini-resistant Staphyloccus aureus. Appl. Nanosci.
2015, 5, 157–162. [CrossRef]

14. Venkatasubbu, G.D.; Baskar, R.; Anusuya, T.; Seshan, C.A.; Chelliah, R. Toxicity mechanism of titanium
dioxide and zinc oxide nanoparticles against food pathogens. Colloids Surf. B 2016, 148, 600–606. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

15. Fu, T.; Shen, Y.G.; Alajmi, Z.; Yang, S.Y.; Sun, J.M.; Zhang, H.M. Sol-gel preparation and properties of Ag-TiO2

films on surface roughened Ti-6Al-4V alloy. Mater. Sci. Technol. 2015, 31, 501–505. [CrossRef]
16. Ashok, C.H.; Venkateswara, R.K.; Shilpa-Chakra, C.H. Synthesis and characterization of MgO/TiO2

nanocomposites. Nanomed. Nanotechnol. 2015, 6, 2–5.
17. Juma, A.O.; Arbab, E.A.A.; Muiva, C.M.; Lepodise, L.M.; Mola, G.T. Synthesis and characterization of

CuO-NiO-ZnO mixed metal oxide nanocomposite. J. Alloy. Compd. 2017, 723, 866–872. [CrossRef]
18. Li, X.; Zhao, R.; Jiang, H.; Zhai, Y.; Ma, P. Preparation and catalytic properties of ZnO-CeO2-TiO2 composite.

Synth. React. Inorg. Met-Org. Chem. 2016, 46, 775–782. [CrossRef]
19. Li, J.; Xie, B.; Xia, K.; Li, Y.; Han, J.; Zhao, C. Enhanced antibacterial activity of silver doped titanium

dioxide/chitosan composite under visible light. Materials 2018, 11, 1403. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
20. Arandiyan, H.R.; Parvari, M. Studies on mixed metal oxides solid solutions as heterogeneous catalysts.

Braz. J. Chem. Eng. 2009, 26, 63–74. [CrossRef]
21. Montazer, M.; Pakdel, E. Self-cleaning and color reduction in wool fabric by nano titanium dioxide.

J. Text. Inst. 2011, 102, 343–352. [CrossRef]
22. Kalaiarasi, S.; Jose, M. Streptomycin loaded TiO2 nanoparticles: Preparation, characterization and

antibacterial applications. J. Nanostruct. Chem. 2017, 7, 47–53. [CrossRef]
23. International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry. Reporting physisorption data for gas/solid systems

with special reference to the determination of surface area and porosity. IUPAC 1985, 57, 603–619.
24. Deshmane, V.G.; Owen, S.L.; Abrokwah, R.Y.; Kuila, D. Mesoporous nanocrystalline TiO2 supported metal

(Cu, Co, Ni, Pd, Zn, and Sn) catalysts: Effect of metal-support interactions on steam reforming of methanol.
J. Mol. Catal. A Chem. 2015, 408, 202–213. [CrossRef]

25. Amorós-Pérez, A.; Cano-Casanova, L.; Castillo-Deltell, A.; Lillo-Ródenas, M.A.; Román-Martínez, M.C. TiO2

Modification with transition metallic species (Cr, Co, Ni, and Cu) for photocatalytic abatement of acetic acid
in liquid phase and propene in gas phase. Materials 2019, 12, 40. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

26. Pinzari, F.; Patrono, P.; Costantino, U. Methanol reforming reactions over ZnO/TiO2 catalysts. Catal. Commun.
2006, 7, 696–700. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ma11112295
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30445797
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ma11112227
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30423926
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cattod.2015.12.029
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ma11122364
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30477212
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ma11050841
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29783700
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ma11071131
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29970855
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ma11112069
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30360509
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s13204-014-0301-x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.colsurfb.2016.09.042
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27694049
http://dx.doi.org/10.1179/1743284714Y.0000000650
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jallcom.2017.06.288
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/15533174.2014.988806
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ma11081403
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30103430
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S0104-66322009000100007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00405001003771242
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s40097-016-0213-2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.molcata.2015.07.023
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ma12010040
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30583575
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.catcom.2006.02.015


Materials 2019, 12, 698 12 of 12

27. Niu, B.; Wang, S.; Wu, K.; He, H.; Zhang, R. Mesoporous titanium dioxide: Synthesis and applications in
photocatalysis, energy and biology. Materials 2018, 11, 1910. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

28. Tadjarodi, A.; Sedghi, M.; Bijanzad, K. Synthesis and characterization of magnesium oxide mesoporous
microstructures using Pluronic F127. J. Nanostruct. 2012, 2, 273–278.

29. López, R.; Gómez, R.; Llanos, M.E. Photophysical and photocatalytic properties of nanosized copper-doped
titania sol-gel catalysts. Catal. Today 2009, 148, 103–108. [CrossRef]

30. Pérez-Larios, A.; López, R.; Hernández-Gordillo, A.; Tzompantzi, F.; Gómez, R.; Torres-Guerra, L.M.
Improved hydrogen production from water splitting using TiO2–ZnO mixed oxides photocatalysts. Fuel
2012, 100, 139–143. [CrossRef]

31. Das, P.S.; Dey, A.; Mandal, A.K.; Dey, N.; Mukhopadhyay, A.K. Synthesis of Mg(OH)2 micro/nano flowers
at room temperature. J. Adv. Ceram. 2013, 2, 173–179. [CrossRef]

32. López, R.; Gómez, R.; Oros-Cruz, S. Photophysical and photocatalytic properties of TiO2-Cr sol-gel prepared
semiconductors. Catal. Today 2012, 166, 159–165. [CrossRef]

33. Viswanatha, R.; Venkatesh, T.G.; Vidyasagar, C.C.; Nayaka, A. Preparation and characterization of ZnO and
Mg-ZnO nanoparticle. Arch. Appl. Sci. Res. 2012, 4, 480–486.

34. McDevitt, N.T.; Baun, W.L. Infrared absorption study of metal oxides in the low frequency region (700–240
cm−1). Spectrochim. Acta 1964, 20, 799–808. [CrossRef]

35. Lun, K.; Kin, W.; Yao, N.; Cao, S. Reactivity and antimicrobial properties of nanostructured titanium dioxide.
Catal. Today 2009, 143, 218–224.

36. Simonsen, M.E.; Sogaard, E.G. Sol-gel reactions of titanium alkoxides and wáter: Influence of pH and alkoxy
group on cluster formation and properties of the resulting products. J. Sol-Gel Sci. Technol. 2010, 53, 485–497.
[CrossRef]

37. Azam, A.; Ahmed, A.S.; Oves, M.; Khan, M.S.; Habid, S.S.; Memic, A. Antimicrobial activity of metal oxide
nanoparticles against Gram-positive and Gram-negative bacteria: A comparative study. Int. J. Nanomed.
2012, 7, 6003–6009. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

38. Salih, F. Enhancement of solar inactivation of Escherichia coli by titanium dioxide photocatalytic oxidation.
J. Appl. Microbiol. 2002, 92, 920–926. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

© 2019 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
(CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ma11101910
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30304763
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cattod.2009.04.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.fuel.2012.02.026
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s40145-013-0058-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cattod.2011.01.010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0371-1951(64)80079-5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10971-009-2121-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.2147/IJN.S35347
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23233805
http://dx.doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2672.2002.01601.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11972697
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	Material Preparation 
	Sample Characterization 
	Antibacterial Activity Test 
	Statistical Data Analysis 

	Results and Discussion 
	Morphological Observation and EDS Analysis 
	N2 Physisorption Analysis 
	X-Ray Diffraction 
	UV-Vis by Diffuse Reflectance 
	Infrared FTIR Analysis 
	Color and Total Color Difference 
	Antibacterial Activity 

	Conclusions 
	References

