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We thank Drs. Mungmunpuntipantip and Wiwanitkit for 
their interest and valuable comments on our recent work 
[1]. As they pointed out, eGFR is calculated based on gen-
der, age and serum creatinine [2], and we agree with them 
that the validity and reliability of eGFR estimation depends 
on accurate and precise measurements of serum creatinine. 
In this single-center study, serum creatinine was measured 
using a single system, which was based on the highly reli-
able and validated enzymatic method. The system was rou-
tinely calibrated during the study period to minimize intra-
laboratory variability.

For possible confounding factors on blood test results, we 
included all factors that could be retrospectively retrieved 
from our medical records. Although specimen collection and 
processing were not part of routine medical record keeping, 
many significant factors remained after Kruskal–Wallis uni-
variate analysis as mentioned in Materials and methods. We 
thought it might be better to exclude independent variables 
with high correlation and examined for multicollinearity 
before conducting multivariate analysis. There was a cor-
relation between age and eGFR (r = –0.619) and between 
AST and LDH (r = –0.693), and age and AST were excluded 
from the multivariate analysis. When we added age as a fac-
tor in multivariate analysis, eGFR and total HU mean were 
still independent factors. Thank you again for the important 

insights. Their suggestions are certainly worth considering 
in future multi-center prospective studies in this evolving 
field.
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