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Nadav Scher,1 Katya Rechav,2 Perrine Paul-Gilloteaux,3 and Ori Avinoam1,4,*

SUMMARY

Imaging of cells and tissues has improved significantly over the last decade. Dual-
beam instruments with a focused ion beam mounted on a scanning electron mi-
croscope (FIB-SEM), offering high-resolution 3D imaging of large volumes and
fields-of-view are becoming widely used in the life sciences. FIB-SEM has most
recently been implemented on fully hydrated, cryo-immobilized, biological sam-
ples. Correlative light and electron microscopy workflows combining fluores-
cence microscopy (FM) with FIB-SEM imaging exist, whereas workflows
combining cryo-FM and cryo-FIB-SEM imaging are not yet commonly available.
Here, we demonstrate that fluorescently labeled lipid droplets can serve as in
situ fiducial markers for correlating cryo-FM and FIB-SEM datasets and that this
approach can be used to target the acquisition of large FIB-SEM stacks spanning
tens of microns under cryogenic conditions. We also show that cryo-FIB-SEM im-
aging is particularly informative for questions related to organelle structure and
inter-organellar contacts, nuclear organization, and mineral deposits in cells.

INTRODUCTION

Gaining a mechanistic understanding of biological processes often depends on developing the capability

of visualizing cells and tissues in their native hydrated state at high resolution. Groundbreaking advances in

volume electron microscopy and specimen preparation enable the 3D visualization of cells in unprece-

dented detail. These advances include adapting focused ion beam milling followed by scanning electron

microscopy (FIB-SEM) to the life sciences (Heymann et al., 2006). FIB-SEM has since been used to gain pre-

viously inaccessible insights into both cells and tissues under physiological and pathological conditions

(Heymann et al., 2006; Knott et al., 2008; Merchán-Pérez et al., 2009; Schneider et al., 2010, 2011; Weiner

et al., 2011, 2016; Reznikov et al., 2013; Revach et al., 2015). The principle of FIB-SEM is that a biological

sample is exposed to a focused ion beam (usually consisting of Ga ions) capable of removing thin layers

of material by milling in a highly precise manner (5–10 nm). Between each sample milling, a scanning elec-

tron beam is used to image the newly exposed surface. By repeating this process hundreds or even thou-

sands of times, a large sample volume can be acquired with an isotropic voxel reaching 3 nm (Wei et al.,

2012; Xu et al., 2020), in resin and at room temperature. With the recent development of automated acqui-

sition procedures, even relatively large volumes (>1,000 mm3) can be acquired within a few days, providing

large ultrastructural datasets (Peddie and Collinson, 2014; Narayan and Subramaniam, 2015). The ability to

acquire large volumes with high and isometric resolution holds the potential to look at the cellular environ-

ment in a more holistic manner.

One major drawback of conventional FIB-SEM imaging at room temperatures is that it requires dehydra-

tion and resin embedding, precluding the possibility to visualize cellular structures closer to their native

hydrated state (Sviben et al., 2016; Vidavsky et al., 2016; Vidavsky et al., 2016; Kumar et al., 2020). Recent

studies have shown that cellular membranes are particularly visible using in-column secondary electron

detection (InLens SE) in scanning electron microscopy (SEM) (Schertel et al., 2013; Spehner et al., 2020).

This finding was unexpected because without staining by heavy atoms to generate contrast based on

back-scattered electrons from the flat surface, the sample should be electron transparent. It has since

been suggested that contrast may be a product of low-energy type 1 secondary electrons, generated at

the electron beam focal point at low voltage (<3 kV), which are sensitive to the local surface potential of

different biological material (Schertel et al., 2013). Nevertheless, the extent to which three dimensional

(3D) organellar structure and organization can be studied at high resolution using cryo-FIB-SEM needs

to be explored further.
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In parallel to the increasing popularity of FIB-SEM instruments, correlative light and electron microscopy

(CLEM) workflows are becoming an important tool to study rare, dynamic, or undescribed cellular events

by mapping information from fluorescence microscopy (FM) onto electron microscopy (EM) data of the

exact same sample (Kukulski et al., 2011; Bykov et al., 2016; Karreman et al., 2016; Khalifa et al., 2016;Weiner

et al., 2016; Weiner and Enninga, 2019; Scher and Avinoam, 2020). For correlative microscopy, visible fea-

tures in both imaging modalities must be identified. This can be achieved either by using intrinsic features

of the sample, such as the shape of cells, organelles, and other landmarks, or by adding fiducial markers

that are both fluorescent and electron opaque. The latter is typically challenging under cryogenic condi-

tions, even for cryosections (Masich et al., 2006), and even more so if a 3D correlation is needed, because

the fiducials would have to be incorporated into the specimen volume. To overcome these challenges and

develop a cryo-3D-CLEM approach, we examined whether organelles such as lipid droplets (LDs), which

are relatively abundant in cells and well resolved by cryo-FIB-SEM imaging, can be used as internal fiducial

markers to target the acquisition of large volumes in plunge-frozen cells grown on EM grids.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Organelles are well resolved in cryo-FIB-SEM

Plunge freezing of cells grown on EM grids is a well-establishedmethod to vitrify samples for several down-

stream cryo-EM techniques (Medalia et al., 2002, 2007; Sartori et al., 2007; Mahamid et al., 2016; Spehner et

al., 2020). In the present study, we grew mammalian cells on holey carbon-coated EM grids, cryo-immobi-

lized them by plunge freezing, and imaged them using mixing of InLens SE and type 2 secondary electron

(SE2) detection in cryo-FIB-SEM. Because the SE2 detector is less sensitive to charge accumulation on the

cross section than the InLens SE detector, blending the two reduced the appearance of charging artifacts in

the final image, resulting in a better signal to noise ratio. In all experiments (N = 5), cells appeared flat on

the carbon film with the region close to the nucleus accounting for most of the volume (Figure 1A). The

maximum volume acquired with an isometric voxel of 10 nm was �5,584mm3, which is approximately

Figure 1. Cryo-FIB-SEM provides high-resolution information of sub-cellular compartments at their native state

(A) A representative slice from an FIB-SEM acquisition of a plunge frozen mammalian cell. Contrast is most likely generated from differences in surface

potential of the different materials. Nuclear pores (black arrowheads) Voxel size: 10 3 10 3 10 nm. Scale bar: 1 mm.

(B–G) Overlays of representative micrographs and organelles segmentation (left) and a slice through the same organelle (right): Golgi apparatus (B),

mitochondria (C), multi-vesicular body (D), endoplasmic reticulum (E), lysosome (F), and lipid droplet (G). Scale bar: 0.5 mm.

ll
OPEN ACCESS

2 iScience 24, 102714, July 23, 2021

iScience
Article



Figure 2. 3D correlation using lipid droplets as fiducial markers

(A) Overlay of a low-magnification cryo-FM and cryo-SEM (InLens SE/SE2 mixed detection) showing the same area on the

EM grid. Cells of interest are identified in the cryo-SEM using an asymmetric mark at the center of the grid (white square

and magnified on right) and other landmarks on the grid. Cells were labeled with BODIPY493/503 (green), which stains

LDs. LDs are subsequently used as internal fiducial markers for CLEM.

(B) Overlay of a higher magnification cryo-FM and cryo-SEM showing a cell of interest.

(C) Maximum intensity projection of a focus series showing BODIPY distribution in a cell of interest. Arrows (green and

yellow) correspond to LDs shown in the micrographs in (I). Scale bar: 5 mm.

(D) Quantification of the number of LDs per cell among potential cells for CLEM. The average number is 37 G 22 LDs/cell

(N = 63, median = 29 LDs/cell).

(E) Two representative cryo-FIB-SEM micrographs of the correlated cell; LDs (yellow circles) are clearly visible. Voxel size:

10 3 10 3 10 nm. Scale bar: 1 mm.

(F) Average z-projection of the error prediction map per image after affine image transformation using 17 LDs. The error

prediction ranges from 370 (purple) to 880 nm (white).

(G) The transformed FMmicrograph (gray) rendered as a volume including spheres (red) indicating the space in which the

actual fiducial is with 95% confidence.

(H) Transformed grid slice of xy-plane based on the affine transformation showing the slight stretch of the image in the y

and z directions (scaling of 27% and 39%, respectively, z deformation is not shown). This is probably caused by artifact
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45% of the volume of the cell. Much like in transmission electron microscopy (TEM) membranes and lipids

generated a darker contrast compared with their surroundings, as previously shown (Schertel et al., 2013;

Spehner et al., 2020). Hence, membranous organelles such as the endoplasmic reticulum, Golgi apparatus,

multi-vesicular bodies, and mitochondria could be readily observed and segmented (Figures 1B–1G)

(Schertel et al., 2013; Spehner et al., 2020).

Lipid droplets can serve as fiducial markers for CLEM

Re-localizing cells of interest on EM grids is relatively straight forward (Figures 2A–2C). However, targeting

specific regions of interest within the huge volume of the cell is still challenging. LDs have been recently

used as fiducial markers post acquisition of 2D TEM data from cryo-lamella (Klein et al., 2021). Here, we

tested whether fluorescently labeled LDs can be used for 3D correlative cryo-FM and FIB-SEM imaging.

LDs, also called lipid bodies, are organelles that store neutral lipids including triglycerides and cholesterol

esters (Tauchi-Sato et al., 2002; Olzmann and Carvalho, 2019). To use LDs as internal fiducials for correla-

tion, we stained mammalian cells grown on grids with the fluorescent neutral lipid dye 4,4-difluoro-

1,3,5,7,8-pentamethyl-4-bora-3a,4a-diaza-s-indacene (BODIPY 493/503) before plunge freezing and visual-

ized the cells by cryo-FM (Schorb et al., 2017). We observed that 100% of the cells displayed some BODIPY

staining (Figure 2) and selected cells for acquisition based on their LDs distribution. Cells suitable for acqui-

sition showed an average of 37 G 22 LDs/cell (N = 63, median = 29 LDs/cell) (Figure 2D), which assured

having at least 15 LDs for correlation within a sub-volume of the cell. Whole grid landmarks such as symbols

or missing grid squares were used to relocate cells in the FIB-SEM (Figure 2A). One or two cells were ac-

quired in one acquisition session, which lasted 36–60 h (Figure 2E). Correlation of both datasets was per-

formed under the ICY software (De Chaumont et al., 2012). We initialized the correlation by manually

marking the centers of each LD in the FIB-SEM stack. In parallel, the centroids of the LDs were automatically

defined by wavelet spot detection in the FM stack. We subsequently used AutoFinder in the eC-CLEM im-

age registration plugin (Paul-Gilloteaux et al., 2017) to automatically match the centers of LDs in FIB-SEM

and the centroids of LDs in FM, which were independently identified. AutoFinder then computed and

applied the rigid transformation to the image. Correlation precision was estimated using a leave-one-

out approach (Kukulski et al., 2011) with 17 of 18 LDs, yielding an error estimation on the omitted LD of

3.5 mm. Use of a validated statistical approach (Paul-Gilloteaux et al., 2017; Potier et al., 2021) yielded an

average expected error for every point in the volume of 2–4.7 mm (Figure S1A), for the rigid registration.

Since the rigid registration did not give an accurate enough correlation (Figures S1 and S2A), we used

an affine transformation on the rough registration from the AutoFinder using the same 17 LDs, yielding

an error estimation on the omitted LD of 730 nm and an average expected error estimation of 370–

880 nm (Figures 2F–2I and S2C). On analysis of the resulting image transformation (Figures 2F–2I), we

observed image stretching in the yz direction of the FIB-SEM coordinate system (Figure 2H). This distortion

can be explained by uncompensated drift during stack acquisition. We used fast scanning with line aver-

aging to provide an acceptable compromise between the signal to noise ratio and charging artifacts. How-

ever, some charging of the surface occurs, which likely causes the slight image distortion in the xy plane.

FIB-SEM data are also collected at a 90� with respect to the FM data, which means that the axis with the

lowest resolution (z) is different in FM and FIB-SEM. However, the contribution of this factor to the overall

correlation precision is accounted for in the error estimation calculation. Although in theory more fiducials

should increase the correlation precision, this is not always the case as it also depends on their localization

accuracy and on how they are distributed in the volume (Paul-Gilloteaux et al., 2017; Potier et al., 2021). To

test the robustness of the correlation with less fiducials, we repeated the refinement process using only nine

well-distributed LDs, some of which were from a cluster of LDs in the center of the cell. This approach

reduced the average expected error to 270–600 nm (Figures S2C and S2D). Measuring the discrepancy be-

tween the assigned and transformed positions for all 18 or only the 9 left-out LDs yielded an error estima-

tion of 220 G 164 and 247 G 203 nm, respectively. This improvement in accuracy is likely because local in-

accuracies in picking LD centers within a tight cluster disproportionately increases the error (Figures S2C

Figure 2. Continued

induced from tilt correction and line averaging (on the y axis) and minute differences in the slice thickness and stack

alignment (on the z axis).

(I) Two representative micrographs showing the overlay of the transformed FM on top of the FIB-SEM dataset (magnified

31.5 from E). The affine transformation allowed for correlation of both LDs in the high-LDs-density area (green) as well as

the low-LDs areas (orange).
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and S2D). These experiments show that LDs are suitable and attractive as internal fiducial markers for 3D

correlation.

Cryo-FIB-SEM as a tool to investigate cellular ultrastructure in 3D

From the volumes that we obtained in cryo-FIB-SEM, we segmented a large fraction of the mitochondrial

network (Figure 3A, Video S1). We observed that interactions between adjacent mitochondria and the

mitochondrial cristae could be readily resolved as well as small granules inside the mitochondria matrix

(Figures 1C and 3B, Video S1). Since it is not possible to determine the elemental composition of such small

objects in the cryo-FIB-SEM, we could only speculate based on their size distribution (Figures 3C and 3D)

that they were calcium phosphate granules as observed by cryo-scanning transmission electron micro-

scopy (Wolf et al., 2017). The nuclear envelope (NE) and its nuclear pores were also clearly visible. The nu-

cleus contrast was not uniform, and structures such as the heterochromatin in the periphery of the nucleus,

the nucleoli, and nuclear speckles were also clearly visible (Figure 4A). Occasionally, we observed NE in-

vaginations into the nucleus (Figure 4B). We segmented the NE invaginations and observed that they often

followed a sinuous path (Figure 4B, Video S1). On one occasion the NE invagination formed a tube approx-

imately 3.4 mm in length and �200 nm in diameter that crosses the nucleus (Figures 4C–4G, Video S1). We

also observed small particles 42G 7 nm in diameter (N = 5) within the NE invagination (Figures 4B, 4E, and

4F). Together, these observations demonstrate that cryo-FIB-SEM is a particularly informative approach to

study the 3D organization of membrane and membrane-less organelles in intact hydrated cells and high-

lights the need to combine cryo-FIB-SEM with fluorescence information.

Figure 3. Inter- and intra-mitochondrial organization as visualized by cryo-FIB-SEM

(A) Segmentation of part of the mitochondrial network (assorted colors). Nucleus (blue), Holey carbon support film (gray).

(B) A cross section of one mitochondrion showing the white particles (upper image) and the same cross section with the

segmented particles (magenta; bottom image).

(C) Histogram of the size distribution of the particles inside the mitochondrial matrix shows similarity to size distribution of

amorphous calcium phosphate granules (N = 287).

(D) Box plot of the same dataset; the average volume of the granules is 1.16 x 105 G 1.22 3 105 nm3.
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Conclusions

The cryo-FM and FIB-SEM correlative imaging workflow presented here can be used to study any cell that

has LDs dispersed around the region of interest. It is particularly useful for studying cellular structures that

are not well preserved by conventional FIB-SEM. The resolution and correlation precision can be further

improved by using cryo-confocal or super-resolution FM (Arnold et al., 2016; Wolff et al., 2016; Hoffman

et al., 2020). Further improving the correlation precision will be important if specific regions need to be tar-

geted for milling of thin lamella suitable for TEM. Much can also be done to enhance the success rate of

data acquisition, alignment, image processing, and analysis.

The workflowwill be particularly useful for pinpointing specific regions of themitochondrial network, unam-

biguously identifying organelles or sub-structures within the nucleolus, to resolve their underlying

Figure 4. Nuclear organization as visualized by cryo-FIB-SEM

(A) A representative slice from a cryo-FIB-SEM acquisition highlighting the nucleus. Differences in nuclear content is visible based on contrast change. N,

nucleolus; Ai, heterochromatin; Aii, nuclear speckles. Scale bar: 1 mm.

(B) Segmentation of nucleoli (yellow) and nuclear envelope invaginations (green). One of the observed invaginations passed through the whole nucleus and

was less sinuous than others. Holey carbon support film (gray).

(C) The nuclear invagination crossing the entire nucleus spanning approximately 3.4 mm in length and approximately 200 nm in diameter. Inset shows the

particles inside the invagination (blue).

(D–G) Representative slices through the nuclear envelope invagination showing the particles inside the spherical appendage (E and F). Inset shows a 1.53

magnification of the boxed area. The small particles measured are 42 G 7 nm in diameter (N = 5). Scale bar: 1 mm.
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ultrastructure in 3D. It would also be beneficial for identifying specific cells or sub-cellular regions in more

complex samples such as tissues. Cryo-FIB-SEM imaging appears highly suited for questions related to

organelle remodeling and nuclear organization because it provides sufficient resolution and a more com-

plete view of larger objects than what can often be gauged from thin sections.

Compared with other cryo-CLEM workflows that integrate volume EM approaches such as cryo-soft X-ray

tomography, cryo-electron tomography, and cryo-serial sections TEM (Schorb et al., 2017; Bharat et al.,

2018; Kounatidis et al., 2020), cryo-FIB-SEM provides a good compromise between spatial resolution

and throughput (Scher and Avinoam, 2020). Although TEM provides higher spatial resolution in 2D, the

throughput and resolution in the axial direction (z) is significantly lower than that of cryo-FIB-SEM. Cryo-

soft X-ray tomography provides comparable spatial resolution in 2D and higher throughput owing to

the faster acquisition time, albeit at the expense of total imaging volume (Carzaniga et al., 2014). The disad-

vantage of soft X-ray tomography might be the lower availability of relevant instrumentation.

In conclusion, we demonstrated the use of organelles as fiducial markers for cryo-CLEM as an alternative for

external fiducial markers to the specimen. Specifically, we show the usefulness of LDs as fiducials for cor-

relation. Although we used BODIPY staining for this study, other neutral lipid dyes in the red and far-red

wavelengths can be used. In combination with fluorescent reporters highlighting specific transient pro-

cesses or states, this workflow can be used to address different questions in cell biology, where resolving

the ultrastructural organization of the cell at its native state is important. Since cryo-confocal and super-res-

olution FM have already been realized and developed, they can be applied when higher resolution or

thicker high-pressure-frozen samples are needed. Cryo-FIB-SEM tomography is clearly a promising imag-

ing approach that is not commonly used.

LIMITATIONS OF THIS STUDY

We identify three main avenues by which cryo-fluorescence and FIB-SEM imaging can be further improved.

First, the use of BODIPY staining to generate in situ fiducial markers for correlation will inevitably limit the

number of available wavelengths that can be used for labeling other cellular features. Although other

neutral lipid dyes that emit in red and far red can be used, it would also be beneficial to explore the use

of other dyes for different organelles. Second, future developments in hardware and software will undoubt-

fully increase the success rate of data acquisition, FIB-SEM stack alignment, image analysis, segmentation,

and correlation. Third, an integrated cryo-confocal or a cryo-super resolution fluorescence microscope in

the cryo-FIB-SEM would greatly facilitate the acquisition and improve the correlation precision that can be

obtained.
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Data and code availability statement

Data and code would be made available upon request.

EXPERIMENTAL MODEL AND SUBJECT DETAILS

Murine C2C12 were cultured in a growth medium composed of Dulbecco’s Modified Eagle Medium

(DMEM; Thermo Fisher Scientific, USA) supplemented with 10% fetal bovine serum (FBS; Thermo Fisher

Scientific), 1% sodium pyruvate (Biological industries, Israel), 1% penicillin-streptomycin (Biological indus-

tries) and 20mM HEPES (Biological industries), and maintained at 37�C, 5% CO2. Cell splitting has been

done through 2 washes of Dulbecco’s Phosphate Buffer Saline (DPBS; Biological industries) without cal-

cium and magnesium followed by trypsin (Biological industries) incubation for 5 minutes at 37�C, 5% CO2.

METHOD DETAILS

Cryo-immobilization and cryo-FM

For Cryo-FM, Cells were seeded on Quantifoil R3.5/1 Au 200 mesh EM grids (Quantifoil Micro Tools, Ger-

many) at a cell density of 340 cells/mm2. After 10-20 hours cells were stainedwith BODIPY 493/503 (1:1000 in

DPBS; Thermo Fisher Scientific) at 37�C for 20 min followed by three washes in growth medium.

Grids were plunge-frozen between 45-90 min after staining using a Leica EM GP (Leica Microsystems,

Vienna, Austria) set to 37�C, 90% humidity and following 2.5s back-blotting. To facilitate their handling,

grids were loaded into c-clip rings (Thermo Fisher Scientific) under liquid nitrogen prior to imaging. Imag-

ing was performed using a cryo-CLEMmicroscope (Leica Microsystems) as previously described (Schorb et

al., 2017). Samples weremounted onto a costume-made cartridge (EMBL, Heidelberg, Germany) in a liquid

N2-cooled cryo-CLEM shuttle and transferred to themicroscope. Samples were imaged under HCX PL APO

503 CLEM cryo-objective and images were acquired using an ORCA-flash4.0 (Hamamatsu Photonics, Ha-

mamatsu city, Japan) with GFP (ex450-490/em500-550) filter. Initially, a spiral scan was acquired in bright-

field (50ms exposure, 100% lamp intensity). To screen the grid and identify cells of interest, a grid map was

by acquiring (250ms exposure, 100% lamp intensity) and stitching images with step size of 1-2mm over 50-

100mm. We chose between seven and fifteen cells per grid based on their LD signal. For cells of interest,

focus series were acquired using 25ms exposure (brightfield) and 200ms exposure (GFP), and a step size

between 150-250nm over a 10mm range.

Cryo-FIB-SEM

Grid in c-clip rings were mounted onto a custom-made cryo-sample holder inside a modified Leica EM-

VCM500 (Leica Microsystems) and transferred to a pre-cooled Zeiss Crossbeam 550 FIB-SEM (-150�C,
Carl Zeiss Microscopy, Oberkochen, Germany) using Leica EM-VCT100 shuttle (Leica Microsystems). The

Leica EM-VCM500 is closed to form a glove box and dried using constant flow of clean N2 gas (output pres-

sure�1.5psi) in order to reduce exposure to humidity. The cryo-sample holder has a pre-tilt of -25� and the

cryo-stage was tilted to 35�-40� during acquisition. Pt precursor deposition was performed by opening and

closing the nuzzle of themulti-port gas-injection system in 3 cycles of 30s, without heating the source, while

working distance was 7-8mm. FIB milling was executed by SmartFIB software (Carl Zeiss) using 30kV and

probe current of 100pA to cut 10nm-thick sections, ion beam dose factor was 8, and dwell time 160ms.

SEM micrographs were acquired at 1.6kV acceleration voltage with a probe current of 40pA and InLens

SE/SE2 mixed detection with the smartSEM (Carl Zeiss; mixing ratio between 0.67-0.72). InLens SE detec-

tors are efficient in detecting SE of type 1, that are generated close to or at the impact point of the primary

beam. These electrons are derived from the upper part of the interaction volume and therefore supply

direct information from the surface. Hence, InLens SE detectors are more sensitive than in-chamber SE2

detectors to differences in surface potential and charge accumulation over the cross section. Therefore,

combining the signal of both increases the signal to noise ratio. Scanning speed of SEM was 1 and noise

reduction was performed by line averaging (Figures 1, 3, and 4: N=104, Figure 2: N=140). The voxels sizes in

data showed are 10x10x10 nm. During the first 10 hours of the session, temperature was maintained by

manually refilling the dewar attached to the microscope every two hours. For nighttime acquisition, liquid

N2 was replenished using an automatic 50 liters liquid N2 handling system (Norhof LN2 microdosing sys-

tems, Ede, The Netherlands), the microdosing system was filled prior to its connection. The level of liquid

N2 in the microdoser was checked and refilled as needed.
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Image processing and segmentation

Images were filtered using Fourier filtering approach with either Fiji (Schindelin et al., 2012) or a Fourier

filtering Python 3.7 script kindly provided by Dr. Luca Bertinetti in order to reduce curtaining artifacts (Speh-

ner et al., 2020). Stack alignment was performed either by cross-correlation alignment using Align Slices

module in Amira 2019.3 (Thermo Fisher Scientific) or based on Fourier shift theorem as described in Speh-

ner et al. (Spehner et al., 2020), Python 3.7 script was kindly provided by Dr. Luca Bertinetti. Both alignment

methods allowed only for translation of the slices and not rotation or scaling. To enhance contrast, unsharp

mask filter was applied to the stacks in Fiji software (Schindelin et al., 2012). In order to reduce charging

artefact, charge correction was performed as described in Spehner et al.with a Python 3.7 script kindly pro-

vided by by Dr. Luca Bertinetti (Spehner et al., 2020).

Data segmentation was performed manually using Amira 2019.3 with the threshold tool on every 3rd or 4th

slice. The rest of the slices were interpolated. Because intra mitochondrial granules span over �3 slices,

owing of their small size, they were segmented without interpolation. All the segmented labels were con-

verted into surfaces using Generate Surface module and presented using a Surface View object. To repre-

sent the volume of the nucleus in Figure 3, volume rendering was applied to the whole stack and the excess

volume was cropped out using Volume Edit module.

QUANTIFICATION AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

Quantifications

Intra-mitochondrial granules quantification was performed based on the segmented particles. Volume of

each particle was calculated by Amira using Material Statistics feature per particle. To avoid manual errors

in the segmentation and exclude objects at the edge of the resolution, objects smaller than 10 voxels were

left out of the quantification. The histogram and box plot chart were plotted using MATLAB 2019b

(MathWorks).

LDs count per cell was made using the following processing steps in Fiji (Schindelin et al., 2012): Cells of

interest were cropped and an intensity z-projection was calculated based on standard deviation. The im-

age was then threshold to form a binary image and using the watershed tool. The LDs were counted using

the analyze particles tool and corrected manually for false positive and false negatives. Box plot was

plotted using MATLAB 2019b.

Correlation

For 3D correlation, the processed cryo-FIB-SEM was binned in Fiji (Schindelin et al., 2012). The center off

mass was manually picked in the FIB-SEM dataset and the BODIPY signal was segmented using spot de-

tector (parameters: detect bright spots, scale 2, sensitivity 10, export to ROI) in Icy (De Chaumont et al.,

2012). Rough, rigid transformation was applied using Auto Finder feature in eC-CLEM (Paul-Gilloteaux

et al., 2017) (parameters: FM with detected ROI spots as source image, FIB-SEM with manually picked

ROI as target image, pre-aligned data, max error 10 microns, percentage of point to kept 70%, ‘‘already

in the same orientation’’ option) following by either rigid or affine transformation with either 9 or 17 LDs

identified manually under ec-CLEM v2.1.0. Error estimation heatmaps and 95% interval confidence spheres

were calculated by eC-CLEM v2.1.0.
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