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Abstract

The goal of treatment in patients with pulmonary arterial hypertension is to achieve a low risk status, indicating a favorable
long-term outcome. The REPLACE study investigated the efficacy of switching to riociguat in patients with pulmonary arterial
hypertension and an insufficient response to phosphodiesterase-5 inhibitors. In this post hoc analysis, we applied the REPLACE
composite endpoint of clinical improvement to the placebo-controlled PATENT-1 study of riociguat in pulmonary arterial hyper-
tension and its long-term extension, PATENT-2. Clinical improvement was defined as >2 of the following in patients who com-
pleted the study without clinical worsening: >10% or >30m improvement in 6-minute walking distance; World Health
Organization functional class | or ll; >30% decrease in N-terminal prohormone of brain natriuretic peptide. At PATENT-I
Week 12, patients treated with riociguat were more likely to achieve the composite endpoint vs. placebo (P < 0.0001), with
similar results in pretreated (P=0.0189) and treatment-naive (P < 0.0001) patients. Achievement of the composite endpoint at
Week |12 was associated with a 45% reduction in relative risk of death and a 19% reduction in relative risk of clinical worsening in
PATENT-2. Overall, these data suggest that use of the REPLACE composite endpoint in patients with pulmonary arterial hyper-
tension is a valid assessment of response to treatment.
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Introduction . : L
treatment for patients with PAH is improvement to or

Pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH) is a life-threatening  maintenance of a low risk status as defined by clinically

disease characterized by increased pulmonary vascular resis-  relevant parameters.1’3

tance leading to progressive vascular remodeling, which can

ultimately lead to right heart failure and death."? Current

approved treatments for PAH (World Health Organization  Corresponding author:
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stimulator riociguat phosphodiesterase type 5 inhibitors Pneumologie, Hopital Blco.'etre, Université Paltls-Sacle}y, Labo.ratowe d’Excellence
| > R 7 en Recherche sur le Médicament et Innovation Thérapeutique, and INSERM
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receptor antagonists.'> While cure is unlikely, the goal of  Email: gerald.simonneau@gmail.com
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The 12-week phase 3 PATENT-1 study evaluated the effi-
cacy and safety of riociguat in patients with PAH who were
treatment-naive or pretreated with endothelin receptor
antagonists or non-parenteral prostanoids. Results showed
that riociguat treatment significantly improved exercise
capacity, functional status, time to clinical worsening, and
hemodynamic parameters compared with placebo.* The ben-
efits of treatment, as well as safety and tolerability, were
maintained at two years in the long-term extension,
PATENT-2.>% The ongoing phase 4 REPLACE study will
evaluate the efficacy of switching to riociguat in patients with
PAH and an insufficient response to phosphodiesterase type
5 inhibitors treatment compared with the remaining patients
who were on phosphodiesterase type 5 inhibitors.” The pri-
mary outcome of REPLACE is a composite endpoint of clin-
ical improvement, which is assessed in all patients at Week
24. Here, we describe the REPLACE endpoint and apply it to
the PATENT study population for validation as an addition-
al tool to assess efficacy in future PAH clinical trials. The
objective of this analysis was to assess whether the
REPLACE composite endpoint could differentiate between
patients who received riociguat and those who received pla-
cebo, including subgroups of treatment-naive or pretreated
patients, in PATENT-1. Additionally, we evaluated whether
achievement of the REPLACE endpoint in PATENT-1 was
associated with long-term outcomes in PATENT-2.

Methods

Study design and patients

This was a post hoc analysis of data from the randomized,
placebo-controlled, phase 3 PATENT-1 study
(NCT00810693). The study design and results have been pub-
lished previously.* In brief, patients were randomized to
receive placebo, riociguat up to 1.5 mg (capped exploratory
dose), or riociguat up to 2.5 mg three times daily for 12
weeks. The primary endpoint was change in 6-minute walk-
ing distance (6 MWD) at Week 12 vs. placebo. PATENT was
conducted in accordance with Good Clinical Practice
Guidelines and the Declaration of Helsinki, and the institu-
tional review board at each participating center approved the
protocol. All patients provided written, informed consent.
Patients who completed PATENT-1 without ongoing
riociguat-related adverse events were eligible to enter
the PATENT-2 open-label extension in which former place-
bo patients received riociguat up to 2.5 mg three times daily,
while patients who received riociguat in PATENT-1 contin-
ued to receive their optimum dose as previously determined.®

REPLACE composite endpoint

The primary outcome of REPLACE is a composite endpoint
of clinical improvement in patients who completed the study
without clinical worsening (death, hospitalization due to wors-
ening PAH, disease progression). Clinical improvement was

defined by the presence of at least two of the following three
criteria at the end of the 24-week study period: >10% or
>30m improvement in 6MWD; World Health Organization
functional class (WHO FC) I or II; >30% decrease in N-ter-
minal prohormone of brain natriuretic peptide.’

Statistical analysis

Application of the REPLACE endpoint to PATENT-1

The REPLACE endpoint was applied to patients in the
2.5mg-maximum and placebo arms of PATENT-I;
patients in the exploratory 1.5mg-maximum arm were
excluded. Additionally, as the REPLACE endpoint was
designed for patients in WHO FC III, the endpoint was
separately applied to the subgroup of patients in the
2.5mg-maximum and placebo arms who were in WHO
FC IIT at PATENT-1 baseline.

For this post hoc analysis, the criteria for clinical worsen-
ing from PATENT-1 were applied, defined as any of: death,
heart or lung transplantation, atrial septostomy, admission
to hospital due to worsening of PAH (or start of parenteral
prostanoids), start of new specific PAH treatment or modi-
fication of existing prostanoid treatment (increase in dosage
or frequency of existing prostanoid therapy, or initiation of
an intravenous prostanoid), persistent decrease of > 15%
from baseline in 6MWD, or persistent worsening of WHO
FC. Any patient who experienced a clinical worsening event
in PATENT-1 was considered not to have achieved the
REPLACE endpoint, regardless of other factors.

The ability of the REPLACE endpoint to differentiate
between the treatment arms in PATENT-1 was assessed
using Fisher’s exact test. Data were based on observed
cases and no imputations were made.

Association between achievement of the REPLACE
endpoint and long-term outcomes in PATENT-2

In PATENT-2, associations between achieving the
REPLACE composite endpoint and survival (both overall
survival and clinical worsening-free survival) were assessed
using Kaplan—Meier and Cox proportional hazards analyses.
The analysis was conducted on patients in the 2.5 mg-maxi-
mum arm of PATENT-1 who participated in PATENT-2,
and as the REPLACE composite endpoint was designed for
patients in WHO FC III at baseline, those not in WHO FC
IIT at PATENT-1 baseline were excluded.

As freedom from clinical worsening is a component of
the REPLACE endpoint, clinical worsening in PATENT-1
was excluded from the analyses of survival and clinical
worsening in PATENT-2 to avoid bias in favor of respond-
ers. To account for potential bias due to differences at base-
line, a propensity score model was applied using age,
gender, race, smoking status, weight, height, 6MWD,
N-terminal prohormone of brain natriuretic peptide, pre-
treatment, and alcohol use as well as treatment assignment
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Fig. |. Proportion of patients achieving the REPLACE composite endpoint at Week 12 in PATENT-1 in (a) the 2.5 mg—maximum and placebo
arms of the overall population, (b) treatment-naive patients, and (c) pretreated patients.

(a) *Patients who experienced clinical worsening are a subgroup of those who did not achieve the endpoint. TDeaths are a subgroup of clinical
worsening. Bars do not total 100 as data for 26 patients (10%) are missing from the riociguat group; data for |13 patients (10%) are missing from
the placebo group.

(b) *Patients who experienced clinical worsening are a subgroup of those who did not achieve the endpoint. TDeaths are a subgroup of clinical
worsening. Bars do not total 100 as data for nine patients (7%) are missing from the riociguat group; data for nine patients (14%) are missing from
the placebo group.

(c) *Patients who experienced clinical worsening are a subgroup of those who did not achieve the endpoint. TDeaths are a subgroup of clinical
worsening. Bars do not total 100 as data for 17 patients (13%) are missing from the riociguat group; four patients (7%) are missing from the placebo
group.

as covariates. The overlap weights method was used for riociguat 2.5 mg-maximum and 126 patients who received
propensity score adjustment.’ placebo. Of the 380 patients, 366 (96%) were in WHO FC 11
or III. In total, 167 patients (44%) were pretreated with
endothelin receptor antagonists (primarily bosentan), and
27 (7%) had received prostanoid therapy (primarily inhaled
iloprost), including three patients who received both an
endothelin receptor antagonist and a prostanoid. The
This analysis included 380 patients who participated in the remaining 189 patients (50%) had not received any prior
PATENT-1 study, comprising 254 patients who received treatment for PAH.*

Results

Patients
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Fig. 2. Proportion of patients in WHO FC Ill at baseline achieving the
REPLACE composite endpoint at Week 12 in PATENT-1 in the 2.5 mg—
maximum and placebo arms of the overall population.

*Patients who experienced clinical worsening are a subgroup of those
who did not achieve the endpoint. TDeaths are a subgroup of clinical
worsening. Bars do not total 100 as 17 patients (12%) are missing from
the riociguat group; three patients (5%) are missing from the placebo
group. WHO FC: World Health Organization functional class.

Long-term outcomes were assessed in 340 patients who
completed PATENT-1 and entered PATENT-2, of whom
231 patients were from the riociguat 2.5 mg-maximum arm
and 109 patients were from the placebo arm of PATENT-1
who were in WHO FC III at PATENT-1 baseline.

Achievement of the REPLACE composite endpoint in
PATENT-1

At PATENT-1 Week 12, 126 patients treated with riociguat
(50%) and 32 patients treated with placebo (25%) achieved
the REPLACE composite endpoint (Fig. 1a). The percen-
tages of patients achieving each individual component of
the REPLACE composite endpoint are provided in
Supplemental Tables 1 to 3. Ninety-nine riociguat-treated
patients (39%) and 73 placebo-treated patients (58%) did
not improve (i.e. remained stable), while three patients (1%)
and eight patients (6%), respectively, experienced clinical
worsening events (Fig. l1a). Two riociguat-treated patients
(1%) and three placebo-treated patients (2%) died during
PATENT-I1.

Similar results were observed in the subgroups of treat-
ment-naive and pretreated patients, although a higher pro-
portion of treatment-naive patients achieved the REPLACE
composite endpoint during riociguat treatment. Of the
treatment-naive subgroup, 76 riociguat-treated patients
(62%) and 18 placebo-treated patients (27%) achieved the
REPLACE composite endpoint (Fig. 1b). Of the pretreated
group, 50 patients (38%) and 14 patients (23%), respective-
ly, achieved the composite endpoint (Fig. 1c).

In patients who were in WHO FC III at baseline, 51
patients receiving riociguat (36%) achieved the REPLACE
composite endpoint at PATENT-1 Week 12 compared with
five placebo-treated patients (9%) (Fig. 2). In treatment-
naive and pretreated patients who were in WHO FC III at
baseline, similar results were observed, with a higher
number of treatment-naive patients achieving the
REPLACE composite endpoint. Of the treatment-naive
subgroup, 27 riociguat-treated patients (49%) and four

placebo-treated patients (16%) achieved the composite end-
point (Fig. Sla), while 24 riociguat-treated patients (28%)
and one placebo-treated patient (3%) in the pretreated sub-
group achieved the composite endpoint (Fig. S1b).

Odds ratio analysis showed that patients treated with
riociguat were more likely to achieve the REPLACE com-
posite endpoint compared with those receiving placebo
(P<0.0001) (Fig. 3). This statement was also true for
patients in WHO FC III at baseline (P <0.0001), and in
both the treatment-naive (P <0.0001) and pretreated
(P=0.0189) subgroups (Fig. 3).

Association of achievement of the REPLACE composite
endpoint with long-term outcomes in PATENT-2 in
patients receiving riociguat and in WHO FC Il at baseline

Cox proportional hazards analyses with propensity scoring
of riociguat-treated patients in WHO FC III at baseline
showed that achievement of the REPLACE composite end-
point at Week 12 in PATENT-1 was associated with
improved survival and clinical worsening-free survival
(Fig. 4). Patients achieving the endpoint had a 45% reduc-
tion in their relative risk of death and a 19% reduction in
their relative risk of experiencing a clinical worsening event
compared with those who did not achieve the endpoint
(Table 1). Given the small patient numbers and the low
event rates in PATENT-2, it was not expected that any
differences would be statistically significant.

Discussion

In this post hoc analysis, we applied the REPLACE com-
posite endpoint of clinical improvement to the PATENT-1
database to investigate whether the endpoint would differ-
entiate between the treatment arms of this pivotal study.
The results indicated that the REPLACE endpoint
showed good discrimination between the treatment arms
of PATENT-1, including in the treatment-naive and pre-
treated subgroups, and in those patients in WHO FC III
at baseline. Riociguat improved the likelihood of achieving
the REPLACE composite endpoint in PATENT-1 com-
pared with placebo, while a greater percentage of patients
receiving placebo experienced no improvement. In addition
to the differentiation between treatment groups in the short
term, it is important to identify if achieving the composite
endpoint is also meaningful for long-term outcomes. In this
analysis, achieving the REPLACE composite endpoint was
associated with survival and clinical worsening-free survival
in PATENT-2.

The majority of clinical trials in PAH have used short-
term improvement in parameters such as 6MWD*!*!7 as
surrogates for long-term outcomes; however, composite
endpoints have also been used in several studies in PAH
as a primary measure. In the AIR study of inhaled iloprost,
a combined endpoint of improvement in WHO FC,
10% improvement in 6MWD, and absence of clinical
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Overall —— 3.13 1.88 526 <0.0001
WHO functional class III at baseline —_— 7.08 256 24.1  <0.0001
Treatment-naive —_—- 4.33 2.09 9.12 <0.0001
Pre-treated __+—@———1 2.34 1.10 5.16  0.0189
i 10 100
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Fig. 3. Odds ratios for achievement of the REPLACE composite endpoint at VWeek 12 in PATENT-I. Data were based on observed cases with no
imputation. *P value is based on Fisher’s exact test.

An odds ratio >1 indicates a greater change for achievement of the REPLACE endpoint in the riociguat 2.5 mg group compared with placebo.
The REPLACE endpoint was defined as no clinical worsening and at least two criteria out of: (i) WHO FC | or Il (ii) improvement of >10% or
>30 m in 6MWD from baseline, and (jii) decrease in NT-proBNP >30%. 6MWD: 6-minute walking distance; LCL: lower confidence limit; NT-
proBNP: N-terminal prohormone of brain natriuretic peptide; UCL: upper confidence limit; WHO FC: World Health Organization functional
class.
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Fig. 4. Association between achievement of the REPLACE composite endpoint (excluding clinical worsening) at PATENT-1 Week 12 and (a)
survival and (b) clinical worsening-free survival in PATENT-2 in patients treated with riociguat in WHO FC Il at baseline.

(a) Survival. P value of log rank test: 0.1207. Data from patients in the 2.5 mg—maximum arm of PATENT-1 who participated in PATENT-2.
(b) Clinical worsening-free survival. P value of log rank test: 0.4117. Data from patients in the 2.5 mg—maximum arm of PATENT-1 who
participated in PATENT-2. WHO FC: World Health Organization functional class.
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Table I. Cox proportional hazard ratios for survival and clinical worsening-free survival in PATENT-2 by
achievement of the REPLACE composite endpoint (excluding clinical worsening) in patients in WHO FC Il at

baseline after 12 weeks in PATENT-1.

Comparison Hazard ratio Lower 95% CI Upper 95% ClI
Survival

Yes vs. no 0.52 0.22 1.20
Propensity score adjustment using baseline characteristics

Yes vs. no 0.55 0.14 2.25

Clinical worsening-free survival

Yes vs. no 0.80 0.45 1.41
Propensity score adjustment using baseline characteristics

Yes vs. no 0.8l 0.32 2.07

Note: Data from patients in the 2.5 mg—maximum arm of PATENT-1 who participated in PATENT-2. A propensity score model
was applied using age, gender, race, smoking status, weight, height, 6-minute walking distance, N-terminal pro-brain natriuretic
peptide, pretreatment, and alcohol use as well as treatment assignment as covariates. Cl: confidence interval; WHO FC:

World Health Organization functional class.

deterioration at Week 12 was employed.'® A greater pro-
portion of patients achieved the composite endpoint when
treated with iloprost compared with placebo. The phase 3/4
AMBITION event-driven study evaluated initial combina-
tion therapy with ambrisentan plus tadalafil (combination
therapy group), ambrisentan plus placebo (ambrisentan
monotherapy group), or tadalafil plus placebo (tadalafil
monotherapy group) using a combined endpoint of clinical
failure, defined as the first occurrence of death, hospitaliza-
tion for worsening PAH, disease progression, or unsatisfac-
tory long-term clinical response. A greater number of
patients achieved the composite endpoint of clinical failure
in the ambrisentan- and tadalafil-monotherapy groups com-
pared with those receiving combination therapy.'® A sec-
ondary endpoint of the study was the proportion of
patients with a satisfactory clinical response (sCR) at
Week 24. sCR was defined as a 10% increase from baseline
in 6MWD, change to or maintenance of WHO FC I/II, and
the absence of clinical worsening at Week 24. sCR was high-
est in the combination therapy group with 39% of patients
achieving sCR, compared with 31% of patients in the
ambrisentan monotherapy group and 27% of patients in
the tadalafil monotherapy group.'” In the phase 3
SERAPHIN study, the composite primary endpoint was
the time from the initiation of treatment to the first event
related to PAH (worsening of PAH, initiation of treatment
with intravenous or subcutaneous prostanoids, lung trans-
plantation, or atrial septostomy) or death from any cause
up to the end of treatment.”® A greater number of placebo-
treated patients achieved the composite endpoint of death
or hospitalization due to PAH compared with those treated
with macitentan 3 mg and macitentan 10 mg.

In recent years, event-driven studies designed to address
the potential limitations of single-parameter endpoints, such
as lack of clinical relevance and inconsistent association
with short- and long-term outcomes, have utilized combined
endpoints of mortality and clinical worsening (itself a

composite endpoint, now required by regulatory authorities
to be included as an endpoint in PAH clinical trials).'” 2!
The composite endpoints applied in the SERAPHIN and
AMBITION studies assessed death and clinical deteriora-
tion, while both the REPLACE and AIR study endpoints
are fixed-term endpoints assessing clinical improvement
rather than deterioration.

In addition to clinical worsening, the other components
of the REPLACE composite endpoint — N-terminal prohor-
mone of brain natriuretic peptide, WHO FC, and 6MWD —
all have a proven relationship with long-term outcomes,
supporting their use as indicators of clinical improvement
in this endpoint.®** Once validated, the REPLACE com-
posite endpoint may be more widely used in clinical trials.
Given that standard of care now involves risk assessment in
clinical practice, with the aim of improving or maintaining
(if low) a patient’s risk, it is clinically relevant and ethical to
design endpoints of improvement that may be used in
smaller studies with a shorter duration, rather than waiting
for patients to deteriorate in large event-driven studies.”
The discussion regarding the use of risk assessment as a
potential clinical trial endpoint is ongoing, although trial
endpoints are designed to assess an intervention, rather
than the ongoing condition of a patient, and risk assessment
may therefore be inappropriate as a trial endpoint.

The main strength of this analysis is the robust data set
derived from a phase 3, randomized, placebo-controlled
trial and long-term extension study. There are several limi-
tations to this study; this was an exploratory post hoc anal-
ysis that assessed an endpoint that was not designed for the
PATENT population. PATENT included a large propor-
tion of patients in WHO FC II at baseline, whereas
REPLACE included patients at intermediate risk in WHO
FC III only. As the REPLACE endpoint was created for
this patient population, the proportion of patients in the
overall PATENT population meeting the endpoint was arti-
ficially high. In order to mitigate this, we also applied the
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REPLACE endpoint only to patients in WHO FC III at
baseline. It is important to note that the definition of an
endpoint should be appropriate for the intended study pop-
ulation; had the REPLACE endpoint specified any
improvement in WHO FC rather than improvement to
WHO FC I/II, preliminary analyses indicated that the
response rate in PATENT would be similar to this analysis
of WHO FC III patients only (data not shown). Moreover,
the low rates of mortality and clinical worsening observed in
PATENT-2 may have skewed the analysis of survival and
clinical worsening-free survival, particularly as patients who
were in WHO FC 1, 11, or IV at baseline were excluded from
the analysis of long-term outcomes to mimic the REPLACE
study population.

In conclusion, the REPLACE composite endpoint
showed good discrimination between patients with PAH
treated with riociguat and patients with PAH treated with
placebo at Week 12 in PATENT-1, including subgroups of
treatment-naive or pretreated patients. Achieving the
REPLACE composite endpoint while receiving riociguat
was associated with improved survival and clinical
worsening-free survival in PATENT-2 in patients who
were WHO FC III at baseline. These data suggest that use
of the REPLACE composite endpoint in patients with PAH
is a valid assessment of response to treatment.
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