
A CASE OF GONORRHEAL SEPTICAEMIA. 

To the Editor of "The Indian Medical Gazettk." 

Sir,?The following case i8 worthy of publication : ?A 

dooly-bearer was admitted to hospital on the 11th November 
suffering from synovitis of the left knee, which from its 

appearance and the history of a recent discharge from the 
urethra was diagnosed as of gonorrhceal origin. 
Ordinary treatment was adopted, and the man's general 

health did not sesm impaired until the 4th December ; when 
he complained of some swelling of the glands on the right 
side of the neck; the cause of this swelling could not be 
accounted for. 
On the 5th December the man's general condition did not 

seem so good ; the glands were more swollen and those on the 
left side were beginning to swell; there was no fever but the 
pulse was rapid. On the 6th both sides_ had become very 
swollen and the man was obviously seriously ill from some 
toxaimia; both plague and gonorrhceal septicaemia were 
thought of ; but as the man had been three weeks in hospital 
and there was no plague in the district, the former diagnosis 
seemed difficult 
On the 7th, the man was in a dying condition and the 

glands were still more swollen ; a hypodermic drew off a 
drop of turbid serum from the glands; this was kindly 
examined by Lieut. Whitamore, I.M.S., who reported that 
it contained a pure culture of gonococci; the man died 

during the day and more smears from the glands were taken 
and the above diagnosis confirmed ; in no film could a single 
organism be found showing any connection between the cocci, 
of which the shape and distribution were typical. Unfortun- 

ately I had no tube to inoculate. 
The patient was free from fever the whole time, nor were 

there any symptoms pointing to cardiac affection nor to other 
inetastaces. 

Yours, etc., 
c. BROADBENT, 

B. S., Lond., 
Jhansi Cantonment Hospital. 


