
XVIII. sin Account of a Mode of Practice which 
has been fuccefsfully adopted; in Cafes of 

Dijlortion of the Pelvis, in ?pregnant 

Women. By Mr. John Barlow, Sur- 

geon at Bolton in Lancajhire. Com- 

muni cat &d in a Letter to Mr. W ? Sim- 

mons, Surgeon, Manchejler; and by 
" 

him to Br. Simmons. 

To Mr. Simmons, Surgeon, at Manchefier. 

Dear Sir, 

I Have drawn up an account of 
the mode of practice which I have adopted, and 
have purfued during feveral years, in cafes of 
diftortion of the pelvis, in pregnant women. 
Thefe obfervations I have thought it proper to 

addrefs to you, as they bear a ltrong relation 
to 
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to a fubjeft which you have difcufTed with 
great ability and fuccefs. Upon my plan 
of delivery, the life of the child is not en- 

dangered, while the mother fuftains nb greater 
rifk than that incurred in every natural labour. 

And I will venture farther to advance, that 

even the ufe of the crotchet may be fuperfeded 
by the method which 1 am about to defcribe; 
and that the formidable obftetrical apparatus 
of knives, hooks and perforators may be hap- 
pily baniihed in future from the furgery. 

Such large promifes would meet with little 

credit, if they were unfupported by fafts; it 

will appear, however, that I am delivering 
therefult of much experience, and not hazard- 

ing conjectures. Even a fmaller number of 

fa<5ts than you will find fubjoined, would have 

fully eftablifhed my aflertions. 

My method confifts in exciting premature 
labour early in the feventh month of preg- 

nancy, whenever I have been confulted iq 

time by diftorted patients. At this period of 

geftation, the fmaller fize of the child's head, 
and the greater compreflibility of its bones, 
render the completion of delivery eafy, with- 
out the affiftance of inftruments; fo that the 

gather is not expofed to any peculiar hazard 
by 
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by the practice; and the child, at feven months 
old, h.is a fufficient chance of furviving the 
birth. 

From a number of cafes which have oc- 

curred to me, I am even perfuaded, that la- 
bour might be brought on at an earlier period, 
if the extreme deformity of the pelvis lhould 

require it, without much rifk to the mother. 
It is hardly necellary to defcribe the parti- 

cular method which I employ to excite labour. 
It is eafy for any medical man to underftand 
how the membranes may be ruptured, with- 

out pain or injury to the mother. If the prac- 
tice were made generally known, it might be 
applied to very bad purpofes. I commonly 
give a mixture, from which the patient is 

taught to expert the defired refult; every 

thing then goes on as in natural labour. 
The fafety and certainty of this method 

are fuch, that fome of my patients, who had 

formerly been delivered by the crotchet, are 

now in the habit of fending, to fix with me in 

what week labour ftiall be brought on ; and 
the event has always anfwered their expecta- 
tions and mine. 

I {hall now proceed to ftate fome cafes in 

proof of my affertions; feveral of the follow- 
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ing inftances can be attefted by my medical 
brethren in Bolton, who have been occafion- 

ally delired to fee the patients, when I have 
been other wife engaged, after the difcharge of 
the waters. 

?CASE I. 
i 

\ 

The wife of John Smith, a woman rather 

advanced in life, of a delicate habit, and much 
deformed both in the pelvis and fpine, had been 
delivered fix times by the crotchet. In all 

thofe labours, the waters had been difcharged 
feveral days (in two of them, fix days) before 

delivery, after violent and almoft continual 

pains. I brought on labour early in the feventh 
month, June 17, 1783, and (lie was delivered 
on the 21 ft, with common affiftance. It was 

a footling cafe, and the child was born dead. 
On the 31ft July, 1784, I ruptured the mem- 
branes in the fame woman, at the lame period 
of pregnancy, and difcharged the waters ; Ihq 
was delivered on the 3d of Auguft; the child 

was born before I arrived, excepting the head, 
which was brought away with common affift- 

ance?-this child was alfo dead. The width of 

the 
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the pelvis, in the narroweft part, from the 
facrum to the pubis, I judge to be one inch and 
a half, and in the widelt not more than two 

inches. 

CASE It. 

The wife of Oliver Longworth had beeii 

twice delivered by the crotchet, after the 

waters had been difcharged two or three days} 
during which flie was in almoft continual and 

violent labour. 

Dec. 5th, 1787, I brought on labour, and 

flie was delivered on the 7th.?The child lived 
three hours. 

Feb. 1, 1790, I again excited labour, and 
fhe was delivered on the 4th.?The child was 
dead. 

Jan. 4th, 1793, Labour was again brought 
on artificially, and delivery took place on the 
6th. As flie lived in the country, the child 

was born before I arrived?-and was dead. 

The pelvis of this woman was about two 

inches in diameter at the narroweft part, and 
two inches and a half at the wideft.^-it was 

otherwife diftorted. 
. CASE 
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CASE III. 

The wife of John Walwork had been deli- 
vered four times by the crotchet; Ihe has 

fince borne fix children by premature labour: 
all were alive at the time of delivery, and three 
of them are now living. The narroweft part 
of the; pelvis, in this woman, was about two' 
inches ; the wideft two inches and a.-half. 

Delivery took place, fpontaneoufly, in one' 
of thefe pregnancies, in the feverith month. 

CASE IV. 

The wife of George Jowel had been for- 

merly delivered of two dead children; one by 
the forceps, the other by the crotchet. She- 

has fince borne three living children by means 

of premature labour, one of which died foon 

after the birth; the fecond ! is now alive, and 

four years old; the third lived ten months. 

The pelvis of this woman, though not fo much 
diftorted as fome of the others, was in no part 
above two inches and a half wide. 

CASE 
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; CASE V., 

I'r: -r- f ' ' 

r \ 
i k k 

The wife of Peter Blakely has had ten chiU 

dren; the firft fix were ftill born; five of whom 

were delivered by the crotchet. Since, thafcr 

time the has borne four by premature labour; 
two of thefe were born dead, one lived an 

hour, the other is now four years oldj 

A circumftance well.'worth- remarking took: 

pjace, refpe&ing her laft labour. Premature 

labour was excited three times by art, but in -? 
her laft pregnancy it came on without any affifl> 

ance. I fliall not venture to allert, that the 

conftitution had acquired the habit of expel- 
ing the foetus in the feventh month, in conle- 

quence of the preceding treatment; but if 

other inftances of the fame nature fhoukhbe 

obferved, they would furnifh a ftrong additional 

argument in favour of the practice which I 
have recommended. 

This woman was ftrong and mufcular; the 

pelvis was not more than two inches and a half 
in diameter at the wideft part. 

I prefume 
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I prefume it may be fairly inferred, from 
thefe cafes, that when the accoucheur is 

confulted at an early period of pregnancy, 
he may, by exciting labour at a giveil pe- 
riod, preferve both mother and child, under 
circumftanceg which have hitherto been fup* 
pofed, by all pra&itioners, to require the abfo- 
lute facrifice of one life, or to be attended with 

/ 
/ 

great danger to both: and that in extreme cafes 
of diftortion, the mother may be faved, by 
having early recourfe to this method, with- 

out fubje&ing her to the fatigue and pain oc- 
cafioned by the crotchet. 

I am, 

? Dear Sir, 

Your very obedient fervant, 

John Barlow. 

Bolton, 
i N 

Dec. 16th, 1799. 

XIX. Olfervatiom 


