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AMPUTATION OF LEG FOR CARIES; RECOVERY 
UNDER THE CARE OF DR. RAILLIE. 

Reported by Mr. E. Reilly. 
Nokoor Chunder, Bengallee, aged 22, from Iiooghly, admitted 

15th February, 1869, for caries of the entire left tarsus, as well 
as the lower end of tibia; the joint also was greatly enlarged, 
painful, and perforated in every direction by openings of sinuses 
leading to the bones, and discharging sanious foetid matter ; the 

patient was reduced to a perfect skeleton, and was extremely 
weak. Still, in the absence of any signs of tubercular disease in 
the chest or abdomen, hope was not precluded, and it was con- 
sidered that the removal of the limb might afford him a chance 
of life. Accordingly after a short course of steel and quinine, 
with anodynes at night, and nourishing but light diet, ampu- 
tation of the leg just belcw the tuberosity of the tibia was 
performed on the 10th March, by making a broad semi-circular 
flap of skin over the bones, and a smaller one below, and then 
dividing the muscles down to the bones by the circular method ; 
by which means the integument covers the bones and muscles 
(in very attenuated subjects) more perfectly : the cancellated 
structure of the head of the tibia being found quite softened, 
almost pulpy, was freely rubbed over with Calvert's pure crys- 
tallized carbolic acid, and the flaps brought into place, the 

stump wrapped up in cotton. In a few days it had almost 

healed by adhesion, the middle portion only discharging a little : 

this was dressed with carbolio oil, and within the month the 
wound was closed, and the patient left the Hospital, looking 
even sleek. 


