
Resurrection or Resuscitation? 

Sir?It is regrettable that a recent article in the Journal 
[1] should have given credence to a tenuous hypothe- 
sis first propounded by Venturini at the end of the 
18th century [2]. The suggestion that resuscitation 
rather than resurrection explains the events of the 
Easter period does not stand up to historical, medical 
or theological examination. 

Historically, Lloyd Davies and Lloyd Davies [1] sug- 
gest that the body of Jesus was not placed in the tomb 
and that, apart from the ascension, no one saw the 
risen Christ. Among other writers Luke, a physician 
and frequently acclaimed historian, presents the his- 
torical facts showing how the unbelieving followers of 

Jesus came to believe. He emphasises the physical 
nature of the resurrection, describing the Jesus of 
flesh and bone, who ate fish in their presence [3]. 
Thomas was as dubious as Lloyd Davies and Lloyd 
Davies, until he was confronted by the risen Christ 
with an invitation to stretch out his hand and feel the 

wounds of Jesus?then he cried, 'My Lord and my 
God'. 

The medical likelihood of resuscitation, which 
received an even more bizarre twist in Hugh Schoen- 
field's 'The Passover Plot' [4], is so remote as to be 

untenable [5-8]. Jesus was scourged before crucifix- 
ion?a many thonged leather whip in the ends of 
which were embedded metal and bone?inflicted hor- 

rific injuries. Someone else was forced to carry his 
cross, doubtless because he was too weak to do so. 

Despite this, six hours was a short period for death to 
ensue. But to make doubly sure, since his job depend- 
ed on it, the centurion (a professional executioner) 
thrust his spear into the side of Jesus. We then have 
the interesting medical detail, 'there came out blood 
and water' [9]. The likelihood is that the upward 
thrust of the spear pierced the diaphragm, a pleural or 

pericardial effusion [10], and then the heart. If so, 
Christ undoubtedly died [10, 11]. 
The rationalists of the 18th century, however, asked 

us to believe that the body was taken, bound tightly 
with graveclothes and put in the tomb without food 
and water for three days. Jesus then recovered suffi- 
cient strength to unwrap the graveclothes, roll away a 
stone which was too heavy for two women to move, 
and appear to his disciples in such a way that they 
believed he had returned from the dead. 

Moreover, it would make Jesus (regarded as the 
greatest moral teacher of all times) party to the great- 
est hoax foisted on mankind. It is interesting that the 
most vigorous defendants of the resurrection have 
been lawyers [2, 5, 11-14], ranging from a Professor of 
Oriental Laws [2] to a sceptic who determined with 
the acumen of a legal mind to disprove the resurrec- 
tion, but the opening chapter of whose book was enti- 
tled 'The Book That Refused to be Written' [13]. 
Lloyd Davies and Lloyd Davies [1] ask, 'If he was dead, 
how did the Romans and Sanhedrin, both of whom 
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had all-pervading intelligence organisations, fail to 
find the body?' The answer is obvious, he rose from 
the dead. It is on that rock all manner of alternative 
views have foundered. 

V. WRIGHT 

Professor of Rheumatology, University of Leeds 
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