A CASE OF MYIASIS OF A CARIOUS
TOOTH.

By C. STRICKLAND, mn.a., m.d..
Professor of Mcdical Entomology,

School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta.
This case was seen hrst by Y¥- “naic<raoarty,
Assistant Surgeon o= Ambutia Tea Estate,

Kurseong, who showed it to me.
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depositing its eggs in situ during the patient's
sleep with her mouth ,,o,, and the maggots sub-
sequently developed and caused the trouble.

I identified the maggots as those of chrysomy]_a
bczziana, one of the common flies
of TIndia,
kindly confirmed for pe,

green bottle
a diagnosis which Colonel Patton very

agreeing also that this

was an unique occurrence.
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The patient was a Nepali woman, aged 52, a tea-

garden cooly, particularly strong and healthy.
She complained of toothache.
On examination the left 2nd ypper Molar was found

extensively carious, all the other teeth being in excellent

condition. There was no alveolar trouble near the
affected tooth, or elsewhere.
On proceeding to clear the carious cavity with a

pledget of cotton wool on a probe, about a dozen pmaggots
emerged and were collected. The cavity after cleaning
and dressj_ng was plugged with cotton wool and when
the pain had disappeared the tooth was extracted and
no further trouble ensued.

myiasis has I never been
reported  before. Pregumably = fly being
attracted by the odour of pytrefaction arising
from the tooth had seized the opportunity of
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