
 

 

Since January 2020 Elsevier has created a COVID-19 resource centre with 

free information in English and Mandarin on the novel coronavirus COVID-

19. The COVID-19 resource centre is hosted on Elsevier Connect, the 

company's public news and information website. 

 

Elsevier hereby grants permission to make all its COVID-19-related 

research that is available on the COVID-19 resource centre - including this 

research content - immediately available in PubMed Central and other 

publicly funded repositories, such as the WHO COVID database with rights 

for unrestricted research re-use and analyses in any form or by any means 

with acknowledgement of the original source. These permissions are 

granted for free by Elsevier for as long as the COVID-19 resource centre 

remains active. 

 



lable at ScienceDirect

Disability and Health Journal 15 (2022) 101230
Contents lists avai
Disability and Health Journal

journal homepage: www.disabi l i tyandhealthjnl .com
Editorial
People with disabilities, community living, and COVID-19
COVID-19 continues to disproportionately impact people with
disabilities in the United States and globally. The accumulating
body of evidence, including the many publications in Disability
and Health Journal (DHJO), demonstrates the enduring impact of
COVID-19 on the health and well-being of people with disabilities.

The current issue of DHJO includes seven additional articles that
provide further evidence of the excessive burden of COVID-19 on
disabled people. The pandemic continues to impact physical activity
and sedentary behaviors,1 healthcare experiences,2 and mental
health3 among people with a variety of disability conditions in the
United States and across the world. Further evidence for dispropor-
tionate negative outcomes among people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities (IDD) is again highlighted.4 Disparities
in access and use of the internet have been amplified by the
pandemic.5 And vaccine hesitancy among people with IDD and their
family members and caregivers are low in New York State,6 support-
ing the Centers for Disease Control and Preventions publication
reporting low vaccine hesitancy and low vaccination rates among
peoplewith disability in general, indicating possible access barriers.7

Through these and prior publications, DHJO has been in the
forefront of advancing empirical knowledge on COVID-19 and peo-
ple with disabilities. However, there are significant gaps in our
knowledge. While the devastating consequences of COVID-19 on
people with disabilities, those living in nursing homes and some
other congregate settings, and people of color have been an appro-
priate and important area of research, policy, and media attention,
there has been scant attention to the effects and experiences of
people with disabilities, particularly racial and ethnic minorities,
living in home and community settings.

Since the early days of the pandemic, there has been ample anec-
dotal evidence pointing to the disruptions in care networks, scarcity
of and inequitable access to personal protective equipment (PPE),
the increased burden on paid and family caregivers and other direct
care workers who support people with disabilities, and the higher
levels of fatigue,mental health issues, and stress amongdisabledpeo-
ple and their caregivers living in community settings. The continued
uncertaintyof the future trajectoryof thepandemic, labor force short-
ages impacting access to personal care assistance, inequitable access
to vaccines, and barriers to telehealth, among other concerns,
continue todevastatepeoplewithdisabilitieswith long-termservices
and supports (LTSS) needs living in home and community settings.

While the current attention and proposed investments in home-
and community-based services (HCBS) provide a much-needed op-
portunity to improve community-living supports for peoplewith dis-
abilities, there remains a gap in our understanding of the experiences
and effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on people with disabilities
living in group homes and other non-nursing home congregate
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settings as well as those living in individual and family homes. Our
limitedunderstandingpartially stems fromthe lackofdataeboth sur-
vey and administrative e onworking-age adults with LTSS needs.8 In
order for state and federalpolicymakers toaddress theneedsofpeople
with disabilities with LTSS needs during this and future public health
emergencies,wemust systematically investigate the social, economic,
and health impacts of COVID-19 among people with disabilities,
particularly disabled people of color, living in the community.

The DHJO remains interested in empirically-based studies to
better define the impact of the pandemic on people with disabil-
ities, including studies that focus on the effect of the pandemic
on people with disabilities living at home and in other community
settings. Findings from these studies can be helpful not only during
the present pandemic, but will be needed for future emergency
planning. The DHJO Editors call for additional research focused on
the pandemic-related impacts on the health and well-being of peo-
ple with disabilities living in the community.
References

1. Bates LC, Conners R, Zieff G, et al. Physical activity and sedentary behavior in
people with spinal cord injury: mitigation strategies during COVID-19 on behalf
of ACSM-EIM and HL-PIVOT. Disabil Health J. 2021:101177. https://doi.org/
10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101177.

2. Kavanagh A, Hatton C, Stancliffe RJ, et al. Health and healthcare for people with
disabilities in the UK during the COVID-19 pandemic. Disabil Health J. 2021:
101171. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101171.

3. Na L, Yang L. Psychological and behavioral responses during the COVID-19
pandemic among individuals with mobility and/or self-care disabilities. Disabil
Health J. 2021:101216. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101216.

4. Lunsky Y, Durbin A, Balogh R, Lin E, Palma L, Plumptre L. COVID-19 positivity
rates, hospitalizations and mortality of adults with and without intellectual
and developmental disabilities in Ontario, Canada. Disabil Health J. 2021:
101174. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101174.

5. Cho M, Kim KM. Effect of digital divide on people with disabilities during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Disabil Health J. 2021:101214. https://doi.org/10.1016/
j.dhjo.2021.101214.

6. Myers A, Ipsen C, Lissau A. COVID-19 vaccination hesitancy among Americans
with disabilities aged 18-65: an exploratory analysis. Disabil Health J. 2021:
101223. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101223.

7. Ryerson AB, Rice CE, Hung M-C, et al. Disparities in COVID-19 vaccination status,
intent, and perceived access for noninstitutionalized adults, by disability status-
dnational Immunization Survey Adult COVID Module, United States, May 30-
June 26, 2021. MMWR. MMWR (Morb Mortal Wkly Rep). 2021;70(39):
1365e1371. https://doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7039a2.

8. A call for improved data collection on the long-term services and supports needs
of working-age adults with disabilities. Health Affairs Blog; 2021, August 12.
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20210812.410409/full/.
Monika Mitra PhD*, Margaret A. Turk MD,
Co-Editors-in-Chief

* Corresponding author.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101177
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101177
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101171
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101216
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101174
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101214
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101214
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101223
https://doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7039a2
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20210812.410409/full/
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101230&domain=pdf
www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/19366574
www.disabilityandhealthjnl.com
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101230
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101230

