
and violence prevention measures, (vi) quality assurance of
suicide prevention on the basis of scientific expertise and
evidence. Participating countries are supported in developing
draft national/regional strategies and in initiating (first steps

towards) pilot-implementation of selected suicide prevention
interventions through workshops, training sessions and
webinars.

3.Q. Oral presentations: Migrant health and the
COVID-19 pandemic

Asylum seekers’ and refugees’ understanding of
government restrictions during the COVID-19
pandemic

Kevin Morisod
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Background:
Asylum seekers and refugees risk poorer public health
information and difficulties to follow measures during the
COVID-19 pandemic because of language, cultural, adminis-
trative barriers and social insecurity. We investigate their
attitudes and knowledge about COVID-19 measures.
Methods:
A cross-sectional survey conducted between August and
October 2020 in the canton of Vaud, Switzerland. The 24
questions covered health literacy, perception of the pandemic,
understanding of health measures and adherence to conspiracy
theories. The questionnaire was translated into the ten most
common languages. It was distributed online through social
networks of charitable and public organisations and in paper
in asylum centres. Associations between participants responses
and their characteristics were studied using multivariable
logistic regressions.
Results:
The 242 respondents had a mean age of 33 years, 63% were
men and 42% had low health literacy. They were 16% asylum
seekers, 45% temporarily admitted persons, 12% refugees and
26% rejected asylum seekers. All languages were used.
Self-reported adherence to recommendations was 82%.
Respectively, 39% and 31% of participants reported sleep
disorders or fear of dying. Adjusted for age, gender, health
literacy and French language skills, rejected asylum seekers
were less worried about the pandemic (aOR 0.37, p = 0.007)
and more sensitive to conspiracy theories (aOR 3.47,
p = 0.006) than other respondents. They also reported lower
adherence to recommendations (aOR 0.45, p = 0.034).
Conclusions:
We contribute new knowledge about a varied group of
vulnerable persons under precarious conditions during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The network based multi-language
survey combining online and center based distribution was
useful but also tedious. Our results highlight the low health
literacy of asylum seekers and refugees and their deep concerns
about the pandemic. Public health messages should be adapted
to rejected asylum seekers.

Key messages:
� Asylum seekers and refugees have deep concerns about the

Covid-19 pandemic (including sleep disorders and fear of
dying) but a low health literacy.
� Public health messages should be adapted to socially

vulnerable groups, especially rejected asylum seekers.

The impact of the COVID-19 epidemic and anti-
epidemic measures in the Roma neighborhood in
Bulgaria

Mariela Kamburova

M Kamburova1, S Georgieva1

1Public Health Sciences, Medical University - Pleven, Pleven, Bulgaria
Contact: mariela_kamburova@yahoo.com

Introduction:
COVID-19 is becoming an indicator of inequality in societies.
Due to the difficult socio-economic situation, Roma in
Bulgaria face a higher risk of suffering and death due to
COVID-19 than general population. The aim of the report is to
analyze the impact of the epidemic of COVID-19 and the anti-
epidemic measures applied among the Roma community in
Sliven district, Bulgaria.
Material and methods:
An exploratory qualitative study design was adopted, combin-
ing focus group discussion and qualitative interviews. One
focus group with 8 representatives of the Roma ethnic group,
and 7 in-depth interviews with specialists working with the
Roma community were conducted in November 2020. Data
were subjected to thematic analysis. 6 priority topics have been
formulated and a hierarchical framework of codes has been
built through free software. The experts, assessment of 13
university professors of public health was applied. The COREQ
- checklist for reporting quality research was used.
Results:
A segregated Roma community of about 20 000 people lives in
the Nadezhda neighborhood in the town of Sliven. The
impressions of the author from the in-depth conducted
interviews with the specialists were compared with the
summarized view of the experts, reflecting the information
received from the Roma population in focus group. Matching
the codes of the author and the experts in relation to 5 of the
topics such as: work - work; fear - insecurity; healthcare -
doctor; ‘closing the neighborhood’ - police; despair, pessimis-
tic views, deterioration of the epidemic situation - disease,
misery, famine was found. No coincidences were found
regarding future measures to reduce the negative effects of
the COVID-19 crisis.
Conclusions:
The measures taken against the spread of the pandemic further
worsen the medical and social situation of the Roma ethnic
group in Bulgaria. Our findings pointed to the importance of a
multi-sectoral strategy to improve Roma health during and
after a COVID-19.
Key messages:
� Due to the socio-economic situation, Roma in Bulgaria face

a higher risk of suffering and death due to COVID-19 than
general population and multi-sectoral strategy to improve
Roma health is needed.
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� According Roma ethnic group in Bulgaria the measures
taken against the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic further
worsen their medical and social situation and lead to
disease, misery and famine.

Information access and preventive measures during
COVID-19 among migrants and general population

Natalia Skogberg

N Skogberg1, P Koponen2, E Lilja1, S Austero1, AE Castaneda1

1Equality Unit, National Institute for Health and Welfare, Helsinki, Finland
2Department of Health and Welfare, National Institute for Health and
Welfare, Helsinki, Finland
Contact: natalia.skogberg@thl.fi

Background:
Access to information and adherence to preventive measures
are crucial for containing the COVID-19 outbreak. This study
examines access to information and adherence to preventive
measures during the COVID-19 pandemic among migrant
origin persons and the general population.
Methods:
Data from the Finnish MigCOVID Survey conducted 10/2020
to 2/2021 among persons aged 20 to 66 years was used (n = 3
668). Participants in Health 2017 follow-up survey were the
reference group (n = 3 490). We examined age and sex-
adjusted access to information by language skills and
adherence to preventive measures (staying home if fluish;
keeping a safety distance; wearing a face mask; good hand and
coughing hygiene; avoiding traveling abroad; avoiding shaking
hands with others; downloading the Koronavilkku contact
tracing app).
Results:
Persons with excellent Finnish/Swedish language skills (96.8%;
95% CI 95.0-97.9) reported receiving sufficient information
more often those with intermediate (92.3; 95% CI 88.8-94.8)
or basic (91.0%; 95% CI 88.0-93.3) language skills. Overall
high adherence to preventive measures was observed both
among the migrant origin and the general population.
However, significant differences in the migrant origin popula-
tion by region of origin were observed. More pronounced
differences between migrant origin persons and general
population persons were observed for avoiding traveling
abroad (83.7%; 95% CI 81.1-86.0 vs. 96.6%; 95% CI 95.6-
97.3) and downloading the Koronavilkku app (42.8%; 95% CI
39.8-45.9 vs. 64.3%; 95% CI 61.7-66.8).
Conclusions:
Poorer perceived access to information by language skills
points to the continuous need for use of simple language and
multilingual communication materials. Self-reported adher-
ence to key preventive measures campaigned by health
authorities was generally high both among persons of migrant
origin and the general population, although concerns were
noted in adherence to these recommendation in some regional
groups.
Key messages:
� Multilingual and multichannel communication is central in

crisis situations to ensure adequate access to information
among different population groups.
� Higher incidence of COVID-19 among migrant origin

persons is likely related not only to information access and
adherence to preventive measures, but also to various social
and structural factors.

Multi-centric assessment of COVID-19 immunization
access and demand among undocumented migrants

Eleonora Genovese
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Background:
Marginalization of undocumented migrants raises concerns
about equitable access to COVID-19 immunization. This study
describes their self-perceived accessibility of and demand for
COVID-19 immunization.
Methods:
A multi-centric cross-sectional survey was conducted in 4
health facilities providing care to undocumented immigrants
in the USA, Switzerland, Italy, and France in February-April
2021. A convenience sample of minimum 100 patients per
study site was recruited. Data was collected using an
anonymous structured questionnaire including demographic
variables, health status, and drivers/barriers for COVID-19
immunization. Descriptive statistics were used to characterize
the primary and secondary outcomes: self-perceived accessi-
bility of and demand for COVID-19 immunization.
Results:
812 migrants completed the survey (54.3% Geneva, 17.5%
Baltimore, 15.5% Milan, and 12.7% Paris). 60.9% were
women, the median age was 40 years old (range 17-76), and
19 nationalities were represented: 55.9% Latin America, 12.7%
Africa, 11.2% Western Pacific, 7.9% Eastern Mediterranean,
7.6% Europe, 4.7% Asia. Among participants, 14.1% and
26.2% reported prior COVID-19 infection and fear of
developing severe COVID-19, respectively. Underlying co-
morbidities were common (29.5%). Self-perceived accessibility
of COVID-19 immunization was high (86.4%), yet demand
was low (41.1%) correlating with age, co-morbidity, and views
on immunization which were better for immunization in
general (77.3%) than immunization against COVID-19
(56.5%). Hesitancy was mostly due to fear of adverse reactions
(39.2%).
Conclusions:
In this multi-centric study, undocumented migrants generally
believed they would access local COVID-19 immunization
programs. Yet, despite positive views about immunization in
general, they reported limited confidence in COVID-19
immunization and willingness to be immunized.
Key messages:
� Self-perceived accessibility of COVID-19 immunization is

high, yet demand is limited.
� COVID-19 immunization campaigns may engage commu-

nities and leverage confidence in immunization in general to
address concerns about COVID-19 immunization.

Access to services among migrant origin persons
during COVID-19 pandemic: Finnish MigCOVID Survey

Sara Austero

N Skogberg1, H Kuusio1, E Lilja1, S Austero1, AE Castaneda1

1Equality Unit, National Institute for Health and Welfare, Helsinki, Finland
Contact: Sara.austero@thl.fi

Background:
Compared with the general population, migrant origin persons
had more difficulties in access to services already prior to the
COVID-19 pandemic. This study examines the impact of the
pandemic on the need and access to healthcare and social
services among persons of migrant origin.
Methods:
Data from the population-based Impact of the Coronavirus on
the Wellbeing of the Foreign Born Population (MigCOVID)
Survey was used. The survey was conducted in Finland among
persons aged 20 to 66 years (n = 3 668 participated in the
survey, participation rate 60%) between October 2020 and
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