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BACKGROUND AND AIMS: Acute kidney injury (AKI) is a common complication
in patients affected by coronavirus disease-19 (COVID-19) and its development
is associated with high mortality [1]. However, it is also clear that the COVID-19
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FIGURE 1: Incidence and staging of in-hospital AKI. Comparison of AKI incidence and stages between patients hospitalized in the
pre-COVID-19 period (2016–2019) versus COVID-19 period (2020). *P < 0.0001 versus pre-COVID-19; § P < .0001 versus pre-COVID-19
and SARS-CoV-2 negative.

FIGURE 2: Cox regression analyses for intra-hospital mortality in hospitalized patients between 2016 and 2020.

pandemic has effects on the management of diseases not directly related to COVID-19
[2]. In this study, we investigated the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on general
intrahospital AKI incidence and outcomes.
METHOD: We performed a retrospective cohort study comparing data on AKI
epidemiology and outcomes of patients hospitalized from January 2016 to December
2019 (pre-COVID-19 period) and from January to December 2020 (COVID-19
period, including both SARS-CoV-2 negative and positive patients). AKI was defined
and classified by evaluating the kinetics of intra-hospital creatinine (comparing the
peak to the minimum serum creatinine level, considered as the basal value) [3]. The
prevalence of chronic kidney disease (CKD) (i.e. eGFR < 60 mL/min) was calculated
in patients with previous creatinine values available. Patients with CKD stage 4–5
(i.e. eGFR < 30 mL/min/1.73 m2) and with a length of hospital stay > 30 days were
excluded.
RESULTS: A total of 51 681 patients during the pre-COVID-19 period and 10 ,062
during the COVID-19 period (9026 SARS-CoV-2 negative and 1036 SARS-CoV-2
positive patients) were analysed. Patients admitted in the COVID-19 period were
significantly older, with a higher prevalence of males and a reduced prevalence of

chronic conditions. In-hospital AKI incidence was 31.7% during the COVID-19
period (30.5% in SARS-CoV-2 negative patients and 42.2% in SARS-CoV-2 positive
ones) as compared with 25.9% during the pre-COVID-19 period (P < .0001) (Fig. 1).
Similarly, the COVID-19 period showed an increase in AKI stage 2–3 incidence
both for AKI on CKD and for ‘de novo AKI’. In multivariate analysis, demographic
characteristics, length of hospital stay, ICU admission, main comorbidities, basal
sCr, admission period (pre-COVID-19 or COVID-19) and SARS-CoV-2 infection
were significantly associated with the risk of AKI. In particular, the admission in
the COVID-19 period increased the risk of AKI [OR 1.18, 95% confidence interval
(95% CI) 1.12–2.25] regardless of SARS-CoV-2 infection. Moreover, we found that in
the COVID-19 period, there was an increased number of patients admitted to ICU,
accompanied by a significant increase in the length of hospital stay and intrahospital
mortality. In the multivariate analysis, development of AKI, admission in the COVID-
19 period and active SARS-CoV-2 infection remained significantly and independently
associated with mortality risk (Fig. 2).
CONCLUSION: Overall, we found that AKI was more common and severe in the
COVID-19 period, regardless of SARS-CoV-2 infection, when compared with patients
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admitted to the same hospital during the four years before the pandemic. So, we
provide evidence that the COVID-19 pandemic has changed general in-hospital
AKI epidemiology. These findings call attention to the need to adapt the resources
dedicated to the prevention and management of the intra-hospital AKI in response to
health emergencies.
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BACKGROUND AND AIMS: Acute kidney injury (AKI) is a common complication
in allogeneic stem cell transplantation (SCT). Although short-lived, i.e. < 90 days,

in the majority of patients renal injury can persist for more than 3 months fulfilling
the criteria of chronic kidney disease (CKD). So far, only a few publications have
shown robust data based on larger patient populations. The aim of this project is to
analyse the incidence and severity of AKI in the context of an allogeneic SCT and the
transition into CKD.
METHOD: Over a 17-year period, 1394 allogeneic stem cell transplants were
performed at our tertiary center. Of those, 42 were second transplants. For 1387,
a detailed history of creatinine (n = 142 563) and eGFR (n = 96 689) could be
extracted from the Enterprise Clinical Research Data Warehouse. The classification
of the respective AKI stages was based on the current KDIGO classification relying
solely on the changes in serum creatinine. For AKI, an increase in serum creatinine
of ≥ 0.3 mg/dL (26.5 μmol/L) within 48 h or an increase in serum creatinine
to ≥ 1.5× baseline within 7 days was used. Persistence of impaired renal function
beyond day 90 was defined as CKD. For the analysis of big data and classification of
the AKI/CKD an algorithm was programmed. Validation of the results was performed
using a colour-coded visualization of renal function (Fig. 1).
RESULTS: Between 1 January 2003 and 31 December 2020, 239 252 values for
creatinine and eGFR were enriched for 1387 transplantations for a period between
day –28 before today + 118 after allogeneic stem cell transplantation. The overall
incidence of AKI was 86% (n = 1199). A total of 993 patients (83%) have shown an
AKIN 1, 173 (14%) an AKIN 2 and 33 (3%) an AKIN 3. Of those, 122 (13%) patients
died before day + 90 after allogeneic stem cell transplantation and were therefore
excluded from CKD analysis. For 271 of 833 patients (33%), the transition to chronic
kidney disease has been observed. Further information on patient characteristics,
underlying disease, transplant coordinates and related complications and relapse
mortality are shown in Table 1.
CONCLUSION: AKI after SCT is the rule and not the exception. As the vast
majority of patients show AKIN 1, it might be often clinically overlooked.
However, early intervention might mitigate the development of long-term renal
impairment. Automated detection (AKI alert systems) as well as identification and
subsequent avoidance of factors contributing or aggravating injury (e.g. conditioning,
immunosuppression, perfusion, tissue edema, inappropriate dosing of drugs) might
minimize long-term renal complications in allogeneic SCT.
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