
Editorial Comment

Editorial Comment to Primary basal cell carcinoma of the prostate with concurrent
adenocarcinoma

Basal cell carcinoma of the prostate is extremely uncommon;
however, it should be considered during differential diagnosis
of a prostate tumor. Serum prostate-specific antigen level is
typically normal. Because basal cell carcinoma often develops
in the transitional zone, it frequently causes bladder outlet
obstruction or macrohematuria, whereas a normal adenocarci-
noma does not. Hennes et al. described a patient with pro-
static basal cell carcinoma whose primary symptom was
lower urinary tract symptom; the cancer was incidentally
diagnosed on pathological examination after transurethral
prostate resection.1 When this condition is treated via radical
prostatectomy at the organ-confined stage, the prognosis is
favorable. Magnetic resonance imaging finding of this case
after transurethral resection revealed a rapidly proliferating
tumor that was confined to the prostate, and the authors chose
robotic radical prostatectomy. Other treatment options include
chemotherapy, radiotherapy, or pelvic exenteration; however,
the prognosis of patients at advanced stage is miserable. This
editor also encountered a patient with prostatic basal cell car-
cinoma that extended outside the prostate; this cancer was
first treated via chemotherapy in a neoadjuvant setting, but

the treatment was ineffective.2 Patients with prostatic basal
cell carcinoma should undergo immediate radical surgical
resection if at all possible.

Yasuhito Funahashi M.D., Ph.D.

Department of Urology, Nagoya University Graduate School
of Medicine, Nagoya, Japan

yfunahashi@med.nagoya-u.ac.jp

Conflict of interest

The author declares no conflict of interest.

References

1 Hennes D, Dragovic A, Sewell J, Hoh MY, Grills R. Primary basal cell carci-
noma of the prostate with concurrent adenocarcinoma. IJU Case Rep. 2020; 3:
57–60.

2 Tsuruta K, Funahashi Y, Kato M. Basal cell carcinoma arising in the prostate.
Int. J. Urol. 2014; 21: 1072–3.

This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs License,
which permits use and distribution in any medium, provided
the original work is properly cited, the use is non-commercial
and no modifications or adaptations are made.

© 2020 The Authors. IJU Case Reports published by John Wiley & Sons Australia, Ltd on behalf of the Japanese Urological Association. 61

Prostatic basal cell carcinoma

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9293-481X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9293-481X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9293-481X
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

