2.--Notes on the Treatment of gciatica, by David pride, M.D.,
Neilston.

The intractable nature of this djgegse, and the great amount of gyffering
it entails, at times keeping even the most powerful m=a= completely under
its thrall for yeeks, renders gpy mode of treatment which has been followed
with good results worthy of being recorded.

C. D., aet. 40 years, = strong, healthy, well-made man, gave his body
a sudden jerk, by trying to throw a parcel °f goods up t© = person in the
flat above him. He ingtantly complained ©f severe pain in the glyteal
region, which extended down the back of the thigh in the course of the
sciatic nerve to the lower leg; and he had to be taken home in a cab. I
saw him afterwards, and at different times pregcribed sinapismg and rubi-
facient liniments externally, and the iodide and bicarbonate of potash, iron,
arsenic, &c., internally, but with yery little benefit. At length the patient
was put under chloroform, @nd the actual cautery applied over the course
of the perve, confining its application to the posterior aspect ©f the thigh
and this was repeated in the course of a day °r two, with the happiest
results. Patient got rapidly well, and after walking about somewhat lame
for a few days, ceased to be troubled with the 3ffection, and has had no
return of it. There can be little doubt but that in this case the affection
was due to rupture and consequent inflammation of some of the component
fibres, and their gheath, of the sciatic trunk.

J. L_’ aet. 55 years, a miner, has for years been employed in damp and
wet underground Workingsl but never before had anything the matter with
him like the pregent affection. (Complaing ©f severe pain coursing down the
back of the thj_gh to the outer aspect of the lower leg, which quite screwed
him,p, andprevented Pim fromyorking. Cupping, sinapisms, and liniments,
were tried externally; and jron, iodide and bicarbonate of potash, colchi-
cum, Fowler's and Donovan's golytion, at different times internally, but
with very little benefit; at 1ength the actual cautery was used in the course
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of the great sciatic nerve in the thigh and hip, 2the result was everything

that could be desired. He gradually but completely recovered, got the use
of his ]imp, and has had no return of the disease since.

R. S., aet. 48 years, 2 miner’ complained of severe pain in the back of
thigh, eXtending to the outer ankle, but most severe in the calf of his 1eg
In this case also the alkaline and arsenical preparations were had recourse
to, and with this phepefit, that the pain got confined to the ¢ylf but here
it continued yery persistent, In this case I used the hypodermic injection
of the lig. opii sed. with most marked benefit after two or three applica-
tions. Patient rapidly recovered, and was able to return to his work.
Has been quite free of the disease since.

This treatment by the actual cautery merits a more extended trial. It
will be found especially useful in cases where the affection is due not so
much to any rheumatic element in the system, as to local injury to the
component fibres and funicular sheaths of the nerve jtgelf,6 as in the case
of C. D.



