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Empathy, Awareness and Attitudes toward Violence among Elementary School Students
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to investigate empathy, awareness, and attitudes toward violence among elementary
school students. Methods: The participants were 195 fifth and sixth grade students in Y elementary school. The data collection
period was from June 24 to July 4, 2019. Results: Empathy scores significantly differed according to participants' gender and need
for education on violence prevention. Attitudes towards violence (permissive and neglectful) significantly differed according to
students' grade and need for education on violence prevention. Empathy was negatively correlated with permissive attitudes
toward violence (r=-.26, p<.001) and neglectful attitudes toward violence (r=-.24, p=.001). Conclusion: The results of this study
are expected to be utilized as basic data for education on violence prevention through empathy.
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Figure 1. The flow diagram of the research procedure.
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Table 1. Characteristics of Participants (N=195) L4 gz, 534 g &) Q| 2}o|& Table 37} 2t} ARk 54+
Classification Categories n (%) 2 AR AW (t=4.99, p <.001), F oY w52 Q4 of F
Grade 5th 93 (47.7) (=438, p <.001)0]] WebA] G-0J3t 2po]2 Lrehgich. Z, ojahAy

6th 102(523) o] B A= L 3,090,397 0 2 J5HA1(2.80£0.4278) ] A0 H T
Gender Male 45.6 p , _
e AR BLPLE S EELE EL e L LE 743004042
Sibling o ey AR MANAUHOI0TH) 2 B A et A
None 26 (13.3) gl
Birth order* 1t 103.628) qPRte] Zeo] it el o)A Zejo] et 5184 Bl shd
2nd 36.4
i B (=229,p=003) B2 ol w8 o) W of(=294, p=004
Family type Nuclear 173 (88.7) of w2} /gt Zpol7} Lebgtow, Mty Bk S (t=2.98,
Extended 22 (11.3) p=.003)5’~]- =g du 780 I QA o:].l,ﬂ_(t= 2.22, p=.028)oﬂ et
Need for education on Yes 146 (74.9) A 8-9J5t 2Fol7t It &, ZH o i3t 524 glr 651 0]
violence prevention No 49 (25.1)
2.30£0.70 2.2 5814 (2.06+0.747) Bt} =7 Jeton, 28
Experience of violence Yes 190 (97.4) . o .
prevention education No 5(2.6) o :5o] ‘HRskA| Pk A9k 249405802 ‘Last
Resources for prevention of School 181 (92.8) th2.07£0.677) 3 SH7 A-¢-H ot w7 Yetdth =3 F2 o
violence Media® 92 (47.2) 3t A BE gA] 68hdo] 2.0240.574 0 & 58Hd(1.79+
Parents 67 (34.4) . ~ ,
Friends 16 (8.2) 0493)Eeh A Uehgar, &9 o o] ‘'BashA| gty'=
(Sjibkllings ’ E3 1; 7397420540547 02 ‘W a3Hh(1.86+0.547) 1 S5 A%
thers
0 0)5}A| =0

*Participants with missing data were not included; TMultiple response; B2l shA| =3

§Television, internet, smartphone.

Table 2. Scores for Variables among Elementary Students (N=195)
Variables Categories M=£SD Range Skewness Kurtosis
Empathy 2.96+0.43 1~4 -0.17 -0.61
Violence awareness 3.45%0.61 1~5 -0.02 -0.58
Attitude towards violence Permissive attitude 2.18%0.73 1~5 0.55 -0.21

Neglectful attitude 1.91£0.54 1~4 0.34 -0.45
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Table 3. Difference in Participants' Empathy, Violence Awareness and Attitudes towards Violence According to Their Characteristics

(N=195)
Attitude towards violence
. . Empathy Violence awareness — ; ;
Characteristics Categories Permissive attitude Neglectful attitude
MxSD  torF (p) M*SD  torF (p) M+SD  torF (p) M1SD  torF (p)
Grade 5th 2.98+0.42 0.85 3.4210.61 0.68 2.06+0.74 2.29 1.79+0.49 2.98
6th 3.09+1039  (.398) 3.48+0.61  (.500) 230+0.70  (.023) 2.02+0.57  (.003)
Gender Male 280042 499 3.50+0.60 1.00 2.28+0.74 1.64 1.95+0.58 1.08
Female 3.09+0.39 (<.001) 341061 (.317) 211+0.71  (.103) 1.87+051  (.282)
Sibling Have 2.98+0.42 1.67 3.47+0.60 1.13 2.17+0.73 0.54 1.8940.52 1.18
None 2831045  (.096) 3.33+0.64  (.261) 226+0.69  (.590) 2.02+0.67  (.238)
Birth order st 2.97+0.41 0.02 3.43+0.62 0.22 2.2310.73 2.32 1.94+0.57 2.55
2nd 2961042  (.985) 3.48+0.58  (.800) 2.21+0.69  (.101) 1.95+054  (.081)
3rd 2.97+0.56 3.51+0.67 1.84£0.76 1.64+0.37
Family type Nuclear 2.97+0.41 0.85 3.47+0.60 1.29 2.18+0.73 0.29 1.9310.55 1.36
Extended 2.89+0.53  (.399) 3.30+0.65  (.200) 2.23+0.68  (.771) 1.76+044  (.175)
Educational needs Yes 3.03+042  4.38 3.43+0.60 0.84 2.07+0.67 2.94 1.8610.54 2.22
No 2741037 (<.001) 3.52+0.62 (402 249+0.58  (.004) 2.05+0.54  (.028)
Table 4. Correlations among Participants' Empathy, Violence Awareness and Attitudes towards Violence (N=195)
Empathy Violence awareness
Variables Categories
) r(p)
Violence awareness 12 (.097) 1
Attitude towards violence Permissive attitude -26 (<.001) .02 (.803)
Neglectful attitude -.24 (.001) -.01 (.916)
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= Beku 255 YAHLE S AL F R SR GIeH2S]
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