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ABSTRACT: Cadmium sulfide micrometer hollow spheres (CdS MHs) were
fabricated by a hydrothermal method. The performance of the CdS MHs sensor
was evaluated by detecting volatile organic compounds such as methanol,
ethanol, 1-propanol, isopropanol, n-butanol, iso-butyl alcohol, iso-amyl alcohol,
acetone, and xylene. It was found that the optimum working temperature of the
CdS MHs sensor is 190 °C. The response of the CdS MHs can reach 27.4−100
ppm ethanol and reach 84.55−100 ppm isopropanol. Comparing the response to
pure 5 ppm isopropanol (iso-amyl alcohol) with the mixture of 5 ppm
isopropanol (iso-amyl alcohol) and 50 ppm acetone or 5 ppm isopropanol (iso-
amyl alcohol) and 50 ppm methanol, the relative deviation was −1.33%
(−7.11%) or −6.19% (9.20%). It suggested that the CdS MHs sensor had a
strong anti-interference ability to methanol and acetone and is suitable for
detecting alcohols except methanol. Therefore, the CdS MHs sensor had good
response and is a promising alcohol detection material.

1. INTRODUCTION

In the modern society, the rapid development of industrializa-
tion continues to improve people’s living standards, but it also
emits various harmful gases including acetone,1 toluene,2

hydrogen sulfide,3 isopropanol,4 nitric oxide,5 nitrogen
dioxide,6 and so on. There is a huge demand for high
performance gas sensors. Generally, most of them are made of
metal oxide semiconductors (MOS) such as tin dioxide,7 zinc
oxide,8 copper oxide,9 and titanium dioxide,10 and so forth. A
MOS gas sensor is the fastest development and widely used gas
sensor. Especially, tin dioxide has been the hotspot of gas
sensors. Kim11 et al. reported that In3+ ions were implanted
into SnO2 nanowires to produce a uniform homo-core shell
(C−S) structure and revealed that ion implantation can
promote its sensing detective capability. Of course, not only tin
oxide, other oxides also have excellent performance, such as
low temperature ammonia sensor based on p-type MoS2
nanoparticle modified Cu2O nanoparticles.12 Meanwhile, it is
found that the sensitivity and selectivity of the sensor are
related to the structure, morphology13 and composition of its
based material such as doped noble metals,11 heterojunction
structure14 (n−n junctions structure and n−p junctions
structure), and defects. The defects have an influence on
response, sensitivity, and response/recovery time. The more
surface defects, the stronger the influence15 is.
However, metal sulfides are less studied for gas detection.

Cadmium sulfide is a kind of metal sulfide and a typical
semiconductor material. It has two types of phase structures,
that is, wurtzite and zinc blende. It is found that cadmium

sulfide changed from zinc blende to wurtzite16 as its
nanocrystal size increases. Cadmium sulfide with various
morphologies such as nanoflowers,17 nanoribbons,18 and
nanosheets (NSs)19 were synthesized by chemical vapor
deposition, hydrothermal method, and sol−gel method, and
so forth. At present, cadmium sulfide has been widely used in
the fields of photocatalysis degradation of organic pollutants,20

optoelectronic devices,21 surface-enhanced Raman spectrosco-
py detection,17 and solar cells.22 At the same time, CdS is also
a good candidate for gas sensors. Zhang et al. prepared a CdS
nanorods growing on a polyaniline-Cd2+ particles surface
(CdS/PANI) that showed good response to low concen-
trations of formaldehyde gas over a wide temperature range of
80−140 °C.23 Bai et al. synthesized a novel mesoporous
heterostructure (CdS/PbS/SnO2) composed of CdS, PbS, and
SnO2, which has excellent selectivity for H2 gas, reliable
reversibility and 40 days long-term stability.24 CdS combines
with other materials to form highly efficient heterogeneous
structures in gas sensors. Srinivasan and Jeyaprakash
investigated the spray deposited ZnO/CdS heterostructures,
which show remarkable advantages for formaldehyde vapors
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under the action of room temperature photons. The minimum
detection limit of formaldehyde is 10 ppm. The response time
to 10 ppm formaldehyde is 78 s and recovery time is 25 s,
which is better than pure cadmium sulfide and zinc oxide.25

Herein, we prepared cadmium sulfide micrometer hollow
spheres (MHs) and studied their sensing properties. It revealed
that CdS MHs were more sensitive to alcohols except for
methanol than ketones and benzene. In the mixed solution of
alcohol with methanol and acetone, it exhibited an excellent
response to alcohol with strong anti-interference ability.

2. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

2.1. Morphological, Structural, and Compositional
Properties of CdS MHs. Figure 1a shows a SEM image of
CdS MHs. It is clearly seen that the CdS MHs with average
diameter of 2−3 μm have deep holes in the middle of them. It
further revealed that its surface is rough. From its image with
large magnification (Figure 1b), we can see that the CdS MHs
are self-assembled from CdS NSs. The insets of Figure 1a,b
show the morphology of cadmium sulfide after sensing
measurement, further indicating that the active layer of
cadmium sulfide has not changed. The corresponding
transmission electron microscopy (TEM) image is shown in
Figure 1c. Small spheres with a diameter of about 2 μm can be
clearly observed. In order to determine their composition, we
performed energy dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDS)
analysis of them, as displayed in Figure 1d. They are composed
of Cd and S elements. The Si signal comes from silicon
substrate. The element composition calculated by EDS analysis
is 23.53 wt % of S, 73.86 wt % of Cd, and 2.63 wt % of Si. The
content of Cd, S, and Si elements are 44.28, 49.46, and 6.26 at.
%, respectively. EDS quantitative analysis of the stoichiometric
ratio of Cd to S is about 1:1. This means that the elements of
Cd and S form CdS. Figure 2e,f shows the diameter

distribution of random CdS MHs. It can be seen that the
average width of CdS MHs is 2.548 μm in Figure 2e. The
standard deviation is about 17.0%, indicating that the size of
CdS MHs is relatively uniform, as shown in Figure 2f.
Figure 2 describes the XRD pattern of CdS MHs. It

presented that all diffraction peaks were consistent with
hexagonal wurtzite CdS with a = b = 4.142 Å, c = 6.72 Å
[ICDD (International Center of Diffraction Data) no. 02-
0549]. The 2θ located at 25.10°, 26.54°, 28.18°, 36.84°,
43.85°, 47.29° and 52.05°, corresponding to the (1 0 0), (0 0
2), (1 0 1), (1 0 2), (1 1 0), (1 0 3), and (1 1 2) crystal planes,
respectively. The strong and sharp peaks unraveled that CdS
MHs have good crystallinity. The XRD pattern showed that no
other impurities were detected.
X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS) is conducted to

explore the surface element composition and chemical state of
the CdS MHs. Figure 3a shows the full-scan XPS spectrum of

Figure 1. SEM, TEM, EDS, and particle size analysis images of CdS MHs (a,b) SEM images at low/high magnification, inset: SEM images after
sensing measurement; (c) TEM; (d) EDS; (e) statistical histogram; (f) standard deviation.

Figure 2. XRD pattern of CdS MHs.
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CdS. It indicates that the sample is composed of Cd, S, C, and
O elements. The presence of oxygen is due to oxygen ions
adsorbed on the surface of the sample. The C 1s spectrum in
Figure 3b has three peaks at the binding energies of 284.6,
286.28, and 288.18 eV. The peak of C 1s at 284.6 eV was used
as a standard to calibrate the binding energy in the XPS. As can
be seen from Figure 3c, Cd 3d spectra have two peaks with a
distance of 6.8 eV.26 One is at 411.64 eV and the other is at
404.88 eV, representing the electronic states of Cd 3d3/2 and
Cd 3d5/2 respectively. The peak of S 2p is exposed in Figure
3d, and the binding energies of S 2p3/2 and S 2p1/2 were 161.3
and 162.5 eV, respectively.
It is seen from Figure 4a that the CdS MHs has a wide

absorption in the range of 300−500 nm with absorption edge

of 500 nm. Its optical band gap is calculated by the following
formula

h A h E( ) n
g

1/α ν ν= − (1)

For direct band gap semiconductor, n is equal to 2. The
optical band gap (Eg) of the CdS MHs is 2.32 eV, being
smaller than that of the bulk CdS (2.42 eV), as shown in
Figure 4b. It suggests that nanoparticles have an effect on
narrowing the band gap.

2.2. Gas Sensing Performance of CdS MHs. The
response of gas sensor was greatly affected by the operating
temperature, which was widely calculated by eq 2.

S
R
R

a

g
=

(2)

Figure 3. XPS analysis of the CdS MHs (a) The full XPS spectrum; (b) C region; (c) Cd region; (d) S region.

Figure 4. (a) UV−vis absorption spectrum of CdS MHs; (b) relationship between (αhν)2 and photonic energy hν of CdS MHs.
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where S was gas response, Rg was the electrical resistance either
in the mixture gas or target gas, and Ra was the baseline
electrical resistance of the gas sensor in air.
Figure 5 exposes the gas-sensitive response of the CdS MHs

to 100 ppm isopropanol and ethanol at 160−230 °C. All

measurements were made at around 48% relative humidity.
The response increases with temperature, but decreases with
the increment of temperature after 190 °C. Moreover, the
initial resistance (Ra) decreases with the increase of operating
temperature. Therefore, its optimum working temperature is at
190 °C.
Figure 6 shows the response curves of CdS MHs versus

concentration within the scope of 10−1000 ppm to different

organic volatile gases. The response of gas sensor is affected by
gas concentration. In addition, when the concentration of
isopropanol is high, it shows a saturation state. The response
dependence on gas concentration is also studied. Figure 7
shows the fitting curves versus concentration of ethanol, 1-
propanol, isopropanol, n-butanol, iso-butyl alcohol, and iso-
amyl alcohol at 10−250 ppm, indicating that the response is
significantly dependent on the concentration. The fitting line
equations and their correlated coefficients (R2) are listed in
Table 1. The R2 approach 1, indicating the stronger the
correlation between the two variables, the better the
regression.

One of its important parameters is the theoretical limit of
detection (LOD), which was received by the signal-to-noise
ratio. Furthermore, the root mean square deviation (rms) was
used to reveal the response change of the sensor and then the
continuous 40 points were selected to do it. The LOD is
calculated by eqs 3−5.27,28

V y y( )i
2

2 ∑= −χ (3)

V

N
rmsnoise

2

= χ

(4)

LOD(ppm) 3
rms

slope
=

(5)

where yi was the experimentally measured data, y was the
corresponding calculated results by the fifth-order polynomial
fitting of the measured data, and N was the number of data
points. The fitted lines of response versus concentration are
displayed in Figure 7. For instance, the Vχ

2 and N of
isopropanol are 0.00129 and 40, respectively. The noise of
the sensor is evaluated to be 0.005678 and the slope is
0.49629. Therefore, the LOD of the isopropanol is 34 ppb. For
other gases, their corresponding results are also listed in Table
1. It is seen that the LODs are less than 100 ppb for the
measured six alcohols.
Figure 8 is a bar diagram of the CdS MH sensors responding

to different organic gases at 190 °C. In detail, the response of it
are 2.18, 3.519, 2.038, 27.4, 50.393, 84.55, 62.109, 65.173, and
95.2−100 ppm of acetone, xylene, methanol, ethanol, 1-
propanol, isopropanol, n-butanol, iso-butanol alcohol, and iso-
amyl alcohol, respectively. In contrast to ketones and benzenes,
it revealed that the CdS MHs sensor is sensitive to alcohols

Figure 5. Response of the gas sensor based on CdS MHs toward 100
ppm isopropanol and ethanol at different working temperatures.

Figure 6. Response of CdS MHs versus concentration in the range of
10−1000 ppm toward different organics volatile gases including
methanol, ethanol, 1-propanol, isopropanol, n-butanol, iso-butyl
alcohol, iso-amyl alcohol, acetone, and xylene at 190 °C.

Figure 7. Fitted lines of the response versus concentration to six
alcohols including methanol, ethanol, 1-propanol, isopropanol, n-
butanol, iso-butyl alcohol, and iso-amyl alcohol at 190 °C.

Table 1. Fitted Parameters and LOD Values of the CdS
MHs toward Six Kinds of Alcohols

target gas the linear relationship R2 LOD/ppb

ethanol Y = 0.18479x + 5.20831 0.97183 98
1-propanol Y = 0.49629x + 22.86864 0.96463 34
isopropanol Y = 0.39241x + 7.71896 0.99320 13
n-butanol Y = 0.47648x + 10.78039 0.99416 11
iso-butyl alcohol Y = 0.48345x + 11.29624 0.99141 14
iso-amyl alcohol Y = 0.65235x + 20.62376 0.98552 18
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except methanol. In short, the device has good selectivity to
alcohols.
In order to explore the anti-interference capability of the

CdS MHs sensor to acetone and methanol, its response to 5
ppm isopropanol (iso-amyl alcohol) is measured under the
interference of 50 ppm acetone methanol, respectively. The
results are denoted in Figure 9. It is very stable for CdS MHs

sensor to monitor 5 ppm isopropanol (iso-amyl alcohol).
Comparing the response to pure 5 ppm isopropanol (iso-amyl
alcohol) with the mixture of 5 ppm isopropanol (iso-amyl
alcohol) and 50 ppm acetone or 5 ppm isopropanol (iso-amyl
alcohol) and 50 ppm methanol, the relative deviation is
−1.33% (−7.11%) or −6.19% (9.20%). Similarly, for ethanol,
the relative deviation is −13.5 or −4.55%, as shown in Figure
9. Our CdS MHs sensor has strong anti-interference ability to
methanol and acetone. Therefore, it is suitable for sensing
alcohols except methanol and especially exhibits superior
performance on detecting isopropanol.
In order to further delve its application feasibility to monitor

drunk driving, the repeatability of the sensor to 100 ppm
ethanol was examined. The CdS MHs sensor was also
undergone gas-sensing tests for 24 days, as shown in Figure
10a. It is found that the response to 100 ppm ethanol
maintained around 27.4 although it had some faint fluctuation.
These results revealed that the CdS MHs sensor had potential
for monitoring ethanol with long-time stability. Figure 10b
shows the rise time and fall time of 100 ppm ethanol response
at 190 °C. The response time is defined as the time it takes for
the sensor resistance under the gas to be measured to move
from the reference value to 90% of the resistance value.
Similarly, recovery time is the time it takes for the device to fall
from its maximum response value to 10% of its maximum
response value. In the figure, the rise time is 38 s and the fall
time is 4 s.
The reported ethanol and isopropanol sensing properties of

various morphologies sensors were compared with the above-
prepared CdS MHs sensors, as recorded in Table 2. It was
found that the CdS MHs sensor has achieved better
performance toward ethanol and isopropanol gas at lower
working temperatures, disclosing that it possess great feasibility
in detecting alcohols except methanol.

2.3. Sensing Mechanism. The sensing mechanism may be
the adsorption and desorption of target molecules on the
surface of the material,36 resulting in the resistance change.
The surface of the device adsorbs oxygen molecules in air,
which are affected by temperature and surface conditions.
Then, oxygen molecules form three types of oxygen ions37

such as O2
−, O−, and O2−. Cadmium sulfide is an n-type

semiconductor. Adsorbed oxygen molecules cause electrons to
transfer from the conduction band to the sensor surface. With
the presence of the electron depletion layer, the resistance
increases.38 The reaction equation was as follows39

TO e O ( 100 C)2 2+ → < °− −
(6)

Figure 8. Bar diagram of CdS MHs sensor responding to 100 ppm of
different organic gases at 190 °C.

Figure 9. Histogram of the sensitive response to 5 ppm isopropanol
and iso-amyl alcohol under the background of 50 ppm of different
interference gases at 190 °C.

Figure 10. 100 ppm ethanol on CdS MHs gas sensor at 190 °C. (a) Response stability. (b) Time of rise and time of descent.
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TO e 2O (100 C 300 C)2 + → ° < < °− − −
(7)

TO e O ( 300)2+ → >− − −
(8)

The specific determination of the type of oxygen ions is
defined as by eq 940

S C1 a b= + (9)

Equation 9 can be expressed as

S b C alog( 1) log log− = + (10)

where S represents the response of the target gas, and C is the
corresponding gas concentration. Both “a” and “b” are
constants, which are fitted from experimental data and
represent the prefactor and charge parameters. The fitting
line of log(S − 1) versus log C is displayed in Figure 11 and

the fitted equations to all target gases are summarized in Table
3. It is observed that the log(S − 1) versus log C of our sensor

to all target gases show a good linear increment. The state of
oxygen ions is determined by b. The surface adsorption is O−

when b is 1 and the surface adsorption is O2− while b is equal
to 0.5. The charge parameter of all target gases are between 0.5
and 1, indicating that O− and O2− coexist. For alcoholic gases,
there are many O2− ions, and the response may be good. It
may be that O2− is more unstable than O2

− and O− and has
stronger energy.41

In contrast, the gas will be adsorbed on the surface of the
sensor as the n-type CdS MHs sensor was exposed to the
target gas. These alcohols gases will react with the chemically
adsorbed oxygen to produce water and carbon dioxide. The
charge layer at the surface is already a depletion layer due to
the adsorption of oxygen. The electrons are released back to
the material of cadmium sulfide, and finally the depletion layer
thickness on the surface of the sensor will be decrease, and
decrease in surface band bending, resulting in resistance
decrease.38 The react formulae for several target gases can be
expressed as eqs 11−1942−45

CH OH O HCHO H O 2e3
2

2+ → + + −−

(11)

CH CH OH 6O 2CO 3H O 6e3 2 2 2+ → + +− −
(12)

CH CH CH OH 9O 3CO 4H O 9e3 2 2 2 2+ → + +− −
(13)

(CH ) CHOH 9O 3CO 4H O 18e3 2
2

2 2+ → + + −−

(14)

CH CH CH CH OH 12O 4CO 5H O 12e3 2 2 2 2 2+ → + +− −

(15)

CH CH(CH )CH OH 12O

4CO 5H O 12e
3 3 2

2 2

+

→ + +

−

−
(16)

C H O 15O 5CO 6H O 15e5 12 2 2+ → + +− −
(17)

CH COCH O CH C O CH O 2e3 3
2

3 3+ → + ++ − −−

(18)

C H CH CH 2O C H CH CHO H O 4e6 4 3 3
2

6 4 3 2+ → + + −−

(19)

Based on the previous theory, the gas-sensitive response of
alcohols is proportional to the length of the carbon chain.46

Here, we found through experiments that isopropanol has an
abnormally high response, which may be due to its different
molecular structures. In the reaction, the alcohol takes off the
H and oxygen ions to form water molecules. Methanol
molecule dehydrogenates from the −CH3 group, while
isopropanol dehydrogenates from the −CH group. The bond
energy of −CH is lower than that of −CH3 and the
electronegativity is weak, so isopropanol can have a strong

Table 2. Comparison of the Sensing Performances Based on Different Mophology of CdS

sensing material target gas operating temperature (°C) concentration (ppm) response refs

NUM-CdS-3 ethanol 230 100 20 29
CdS nanowires ethanol 206 100 14.9 30
TiO2 pellets ethanol 300 1000 12.32 31
Au−CuO ethanol 160 500 8.6 32
CdS nanoflakes isopropanol 225 200 76 33
CdS leaf-like isopropanol 210 100 63 34
SnO2 nanorings isopropanol 250 100 7.27 35
CuO−SnO2 nanorods isopropanol 280 100 50.4 4
CdS micron hollow sphere isopropanol 190 100 84.55 this study
CdS micron hollow sphere ethanol 190 100 27.4 this study

Figure 11. log(S − 1) vs log C for CdS gas sensors at 190 °C.

Table 3. Fitted Linear Equations of log(S − 1) vs log C for
all the Target Gases

target gas the fitted linear equations b

methanol log(S − 1) = 0.74829 log C − 1.48442 0.74829
ethanol log(S − 1) = 0.86761 log C − 0.33874 0.86761
1-propanol log(S − 1) = 0.83004 log C + 0.03544 0.83004
isopropanol log(S − 1) = 0.67141 log C + 0.56536 0.67141
n-butanol log(S − 1) = 0.78115 log C + 0.23328 0.78115
iso-butyl alcohol log(S − 1) = 0.79098 log C + 0.22409 0.79098
iso-amyl alcohol log(S − 1) = 0.75021 log C + 0.53261 0.75021
acetone log(S − 1) = 0.65999 log C − 0.25742 0.65999
xylene log(S − 1) = 0.69267 log C − 1.03095 0.69267
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response. All the other alcohols are −CH2, which is the chain
principle.

3. CONCLUSIONS

Cadmium sulfide MHs prepared by the hydrothermal method
were analyzed by XRD, XPS, TEM, SEM, and EDS to explore
its microscopic morphology, compositions, and microstruc-
tures. The response of the CdS MHs sensor is 2.18/3.519/
2.038/27.4/50.393/84.55/62.109/65.173/95.2−100 ppm of
acetone/xylene/methanol/ethanol/1-propanol/isopropanol/n-
butanol/iso-butanol alcohol/iso-amyl alcohol, respectively, at
190 °C. In contrast to ketones and benzenes, it revealed that
the CdS MHs are sensitive to alcohols except methanol.
Accordingly, the theoretical LOD values are 98, 34, 13, 11, 14,
and 18 ppb for ethanol, 1-propanol, isopropanol, n-butanol,
iso-butyl alcohol, and iso-amyl alcohol, respectively. The CdS
MH sensors have achieved excellent performance on the mixed
organic gases of alcohols and methanol, alcohols, and acetone,
suggesting that they own outstanding anti-interference
capability to methanol and acetone.

4. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

4.1. Materials. Cadmium chloride, glycol, oxalic acid,
sodium thiosulfate, methanol, 1-propanol, isopropanol, and
xylene were purchased from Tianjin Fengchuan Chemical
Reagent Technologies Co., Ltd. Ethanol absolute and n-
butanol were bought from Tianjin Zhiyuan Chemical Reagent
Co., Ltd. Acetone was obtained from Yunnan Yanglin
Industrial Development Zone Shandian Pharmaceutical Co.,
Ltd. Iso-amyl alcohol and iso-butyl alcohol were bought from
Tianjin Jingdong Tianzheng Precision Chemical Reagent
Factory. Experimental materials were of analytical grade and
did not undergo further treatment.
4.2. CdS MHs Preparation. The synthesis of the CdS

MHs were executed by a simple hydrothermal method, which
was followed on the previously reported literature.47 First,
0.008 mol of cadmium chloride was poured into 24 mL of
glycol and 40 mL of deionized water (the ratio of glycol to
deionized water is 3:5). Then, add 0.008 mol of oxalic acid and
0.016 mol of sodium thiosulfate in turn. After stirring 30 min,
the aforementioned solution was transferred into Teflon lined
stainless autoclave, raised up to 120 °C and maintained at this
temperature for 24 h. After the reaction, the product naturally
cooled to room temperature and was washed and centrifuged
with deionized water and absolute ethanol. Finally, the product

was dried in an oven at 60 °C for 12 h. Thus, CdS MHs were
obtained. Because CdS NSs self-assemble into small spheres
during the reaction process. However, these balls have high
energy. In order to maintain the energy balance of the system,
coupled with the hexagonal structure of CdS, each CdS ball
forms a pit along the c axis and releases part of the energy. In
the end, the pits continue to deepen and form a CdS micron
hollow structure.

4.3. Measurement. The sensor was fabricated as follows:
First, the gold fork electrode was treated by a plasma cleaning
machine for 2 min so that it was convenient for the subsequent
coating paste. Next, mix the sample and water with a ratio of
1:150 into the agate mortar and gently ground into pulp. After
that, the paste was coated onto the gold interdigital electrode
substrate by a paint pen. The electrode spacing is about 1 mm,
the electrode wire width is 1 mm, the electrode sheet size is
about 15 mm × 10 mm, and the sensor layer thickness is about
120 μm. Thus, the sensor is attained. Finally, let the coated
substrate age for 48 h at 190 °C. Thus, the sensor is ready for
test. The morphology of CdS MHs remained the same after 48
h of aging. The sensing measurement is carried out by a CGS-
1TP Intelligent Gas Sensing Analysis System (Beijing Elite
Tech Co., Ltd). A simple experiment and device preparation
flow chart is shown in Figure 12.
Gas response measurement procedure is as follows: (1) the

prepared device is placed on the test platform of CGS-1TP
Intelligent Gas Sensing Analysis System (Beijing Elite Tech
Co., Ltd). (2) the cover is closed to form a closed system after
the probe is pricked on the gold electrode to form a loop. (3)
A certain amount of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) is
injected into the evaporation tray to make it evaporate. In this
environment, the resistance of the sensor varies with VOC gas
concentration change. Finally, the lid of the chamber was
removed for desorption after the measurement was finished.

4.4. Characterization. The morphology and micro-
structures of the CdS MHs were considered by scanning
electron microscopy (SEM, Quanta FEG 250, America) and
TEM (JEOL 2010, Japan). UV−vis absorption spectra of the
CdS MHs were measured by an ultraviolet/visible/near
infrared spectrophotometer (U-4100, Japan). The crystalline
structure of the sample was identified by X-ray diffractometry
(XRD, D/MAX-3B Rigaku, Japan) with Cu Kα1 radiation (λ =
1.5406 Å, 2θ = 20−100°). XPS (K-Alpha+, America) was
performed to analyze the binding states between valence
electrons of the CdS samples.

Figure 12. Diagram of CdS preparation and test.
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