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The Editors-in-Chief have retracted this article. After
publication, concerns were raised regarding potential
image duplication in the figures.
Specifically:

« InFig. 1b, the 0 ng+ SB and 25 ng+ SB group images
appear to originate from the same sample (rotated 90
degrees);

+ In Fig. 1c, TBRII lane 3 and GAPDH lanes 2 and 3
appear highly similar to Fig. 3d hUASMC p-Smad3
lane 1 and B-actin (both lanes), respectively;

+ In Fig. 4d, the images for the hUVEC and Scrambled
hUVEC groups appear to contain overlap.

The authors have stated that these issues occurred due
to errors in data storage. Additionally, they have been
unable to provide the raw images of the western blots
presented in Fig. 1c. The Editor-in-Chief therefore no
longer has confidence in the presented data.

The original article can be found online at https://doi.org/10.1186/513287-
017-0693-0.
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Jianzhong Xu has stated on behalf of all authors that
none of the authors agree to this retraction.
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