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ABSTRACT: The preparation of complex porous materials using
a small molecular surfactant as the stabilizer of a high internal
phase emulsion can result in harm to the environment. In this
study, porous composites based on soy protein isolate with
poly(acrylic acid) were prepared by in situ polymerization of a high
internal phase monomer emulsion with an internal phase volume
fraction of 80%. The material was prepared from acrylic acid and
an N,N-methyl diacrylic acid monomer solution as the continuous
phase, peanut oil as the dispersed phase, and soy protein isolate as
the composite stabilizer. Scanning electron microscopy showed
that porous composites exhibited a concave/convex three-dimen-
sional interpenetrating pore structure. Fourier-transform infrared
spectra revealed the existence of many active groups such as carboxyl, amino, hydroxyl, and sulfhydryl. The composite had a high
adsorption capacity for lead ions, even at low concentration, with a removal rate of up to 95.7%. The adsorption process conformed
to a two-stage model involving internal diffusion and Langmuir isothermal adsorption. The maximum saturated adsorption capacity
was 36.71 mg/g when the initial solution concentration was 150 mg/L, the adsorbent concentration was 7.0 g/L, and the adsorption
mechanism involved chemical interactions between the lead ions and the composite groups −COOH, −OH, and −SH.

1. INTRODUCTION
Lead is a common toxic heavy metal pollutant in the
environment that causes harm to both aquatic and terrestrial
organisms and threatens human health and development
through its bioaccumulation in food animals and crop plants.1

At present, the main methods to control lead pollution include
chemical precipitation, electrochemistry, ion exchange, mem-
brane separation, and adsorption. Among these, the adsorption
method is considered the most suitable treatment because of
its simplicity and high efficiency.2,3 Activated carbon, function-
alized silica gel,4 porous carbon nanofibers,5 and biochar6 have
proven very effective at removing lead ions from the
environment. As new adsorbent materials for the removal of
heavy metals, porous composite materials have the advantages
of excellent permeability, high porosity, adjustable pore size,
and low density. The current techniques for preparing porous
materials include the sol−gel method, gas-foaming method,
phase separation method, and template method.7−9

The high internal phase emulsion (HIPE) template method
has attracted much attention because of its ease of use, ability
for modification of the synthesized HIPE polymers (poly-
HIPEs), high porosity, and large specific surface area. Success
with the HIPE template method requires the choice of the
proper stabilizer. Traditionally, HIPE stabilizers have been

small molecule surfactants, such as CTAB,10 Tween80,11

Tween20,12 Span80,13 etc. However, these surfactants
themselves are somewhat toxic and their removal requires a
large amount of solvent for extraction, which limits their
application in HIPE polymers. To stabilize HIPEs, researchers
began testing solid inorganic nanoparticles made from nano-
SiO2,

14 TiO2,
15 graphene oxide,16 and Fe3O4;

17 however, the
inorganic nanoparticles often required modification, which can
be a cumbersome operation. Therefore, it is of great
importance and value to develop solid nanoparticle stabilizers
for HIPEs that are environmentally friendly, are easy to apply,
and have strong emulsion stability and good biocompatibility
as templates to prepare porous adsorbent polymer materials
with open pore structures.
In recent years, protein-based particles, such as the new type

of Pickering particle, have become popular in food processing.
At present, there have been many reports of high internal
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phase Pickering emulsions stabilized with peanut protein, zein,
wheat gliadin, and soy protein isolate (SPI) to replace trans-
fatty acids, mayonnaise, and curcumin for embedding active
substances.18−26 However, there are few reports on the use of a
high internal phase Pickering emulsion stabilized by SPI as a
template for the preparation of porous polymer materials and
the adsorption of heavy metal ions. Zhou et al.20 prepared
porous materials using alcohol-soluble wheat protein-chitosan
composite particles as a stable HIPE template and investigated
the adsorption capacity of corn oil. Yu25 experimented with the
preparation of porous materials using a wheat gliadin-stabilized
HIPE template for the adsorption of Pb2+ and Cd2+ but did not
investigate the adsorption mechanism.
In this study, SPI was used as the stabilizer, peanut oil as the

dispersed phase, and acrylic acid (AA) and N,N-methylbis-
(acrylic acid) (MBA) monomer solution as the continuous
phases to prepare a HIPE with good stability and then use in
situ polymerization with SPI to prepare protein-based porous
materials to adsorb lead ions from solution. In this study, we
examined the effects of factors such as oil phase volume
fraction, SPI concentration, and temperature on the stability of
HIPEs, measured the capacity for adsorption of lead ions on
porous materials, and explored potential mechanisms. This
study further expands upon the preparation methods of
biocompatible and biodegradable porous polymer materials
and the application of protein-based porous materials in
wastewater treatment.

2. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
2.1. Reagents and Instruments. All reagents were of

analytical grade, and water was deionized. The following
reagents were purchased from the indicated suppliers: acrylic
acid (AA), Shanghai Aladdin Reagent Co., Ltd.; N,N-
methylbis(acrylic acid) (MBA), Tianjin Comeo Chemical
Reagent Co., Ltd.; soy protein isolate (SPI; purity, 98%),
Shanghai McLean Biochemical Technology Co., Ltd.;
ammonium persulfate (APS), n-hexane, lead nitrate, Xilong
Scientific Co., Ltd.; peanut oil, Shandong Yuwang Bean
Industry Co., Ltd.; N,N,N-tetramethylethylenediamine
(TMEDA), Damao, Tianjin Chemical Reagent Factory.
The following instruments were obtained from the indicated

suppliers: Spectrum-One Fourier transform infrared spectrom-
eter (FTIR), PerkinElmer, USA; scanning electron micro-
scope, JSM-7800F, Nippon Electronics Corporation; WFX-
120B atomic absorption spectrophotometer, Beijing Beifang
Rayleigh Analytical Instrument Co., Ltd.; Nikon 80i confocal
fluorescence microscope, Shanghai Henghao Instrument Co.,
Ltd.; HH-2 digital display constant temperature water bath,
Changzhou Aohua Instrument Co., Ltd.; THZ-C thermostatic
oscillator, Taicang Experimental Equipment Factory; DZF-1
vacuum drying oven, Beijing Guangming Medical Instrument
Co., Ltd.

2.2. Preparation of Protein-Based Porous Materials.
Aqueous solutions of agglomerated soy protein isolate particles
with different mass concentrations at different pH values were
prepared and mixed with 3.0 g of AA and 0.3 g of MBA
monomers. At the same time, 0.065 g of the initiator APS and
0.05 mg of the cross-linking agent TMEDA were added. The
solution was stirred for 5 min, then peanut oil was added so
that the volume fraction of the oil phase (internal phase)
reached 80%, and the mixture was homogenized at 8000 rpm
for 30 s to form the HIPE. The HIPEs were transferred to the
molds, sealed, and polymerized in a water bath at 70 °C for 24

h to obtain a block polymer. The polymer was extracted with
n-hexane in a Soxhlet apparatus for 24 h and vacuum-dried at
50 °C to constant weight to yield a protein-based porous
material.

2.3. Structural Characterization and Performance
Testing. The potassium bromide tableting method was used
for FT-IR spectrometry of the samples over the wavenumber
range of 4000 to 400 cm−1. An electron microscope was used
to image the micromorphology of the protein-based porous
materials and perform X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy
(XPS) analysis. The specific surface area of the sample was
measured by using a specific surface area and pore size
distribution meter. Confocal fluorescence microscopy of the
HIPEs was used to characterize their microstructure, and the
HIPEs were allowed to stand for a predetermined length of
time while the stability of the material was visually observed.
An atomic absorption spectrophotometer was used at a
wavelength of 283 nm to determine the concentration of the
lead ions in the solution.

2.4. Measurement of Adsorption of Lead Ions. For the
adsorption determination, 20 mL of lead nitrate solution at a
concentration of 150 mg/L was placed in a flask and incubated
with 7.0 g/L protein-based porous composite at room
temperature for 300 min with oscillation at a rate of 150
rpm. The concentration of lead ions in the filtered transparent
liquid was measured, and the adsorption capacity and removal
rate were calculated using eqs 1 and 2, respectively:

q C C V m( ) /t 0 t= × (1)

R
C C

C
100%0 t

0
= ×

(2)

where qt is the adsorption capacity in mg/g, R is the removal
rate as a percentage of the initial concentration, C0 and Ct are
the lead ion concentrations in mg/L before and after
adsorption, respectively, V is the volume of the lead ion
solution in mL, and m is the mass of the adsorbent in mg.
To determine the adsorption kinetics, we tested the fit of the

adsorption data to a pseudo-first-order kinetic model, a
pseudo-second-order kinetic model, and an internal diffusion
model (eqs 3−5):27,28
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where qt and qe are the amount of adsorbed lead ions and the
equilibrium adsorption amount at time t in mg/g, respectively,
k1 is the pseudo-first-order adsorption rate constant (/min), k2
is the pseudo-second-order adsorption rate constant (g/(mg·
min)), and Ki is the internal diffusion coefficient (g/(mg·
min)).
The isothermal adsorption experiment used the Langmuir

model and Freundlich model (eqs 6 and 7) to fit the
adsorption data isothermally:29,30
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where Ce is the lead ion concentration at adsorption
equilibrium (mg/L), qe and Qm are the equilibrium adsorption
capacity and saturated adsorption capacity (mg/g), respec-
tively, and KL and Kf are the isothermal adsorption equilibrium
constants (L/mg). In the regeneration adsorption experiment,
0.5 M hydrochloric acid was used in a desorption−adsorption
experiment on adsorbed SPI-PAA, and the test was performed
five times.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1. Stability of HIPEs. 3.1.1. Effects of SPI Concen-

tration and Internal Phase Volume Fraction on the Stability
of Pickering High Internal Phase Emulsions. The emulsion
prepared in the experiment was self-supporting, and there was
no liquid flow even when the container was inverted (Figure
1). There was a certain accumulation of emulsion droplets on

the surface as shown in the microscopy image, which is typical
of a high internal phase emulsion. The HIPEs with an SPI
concentration of 1.0% and different oil phase volumes are
shown in Figure 2a−c. The HIPEs with an 80% stable internal

phase at different SPI concentrations are shown in Figure 2d−
f.
When the oil phase volume was 75%, the particles stabilized

the water−oil interface in an aggregated state. As the volume of
the oil phase increased, the particles dispersed and changed
from the initial aggregated state to a dispersed adsorption at
the interface. As the oil phase increases, so does the actual
particle concentration; therefore, the particle size is smaller
when the oil phase is 80% than when it is 75%. When the oil
phase was increased to 85%, the dispersed particles still
continued to stabilize the interface, as the particle size of 85%
was not significantly different from that of 80%.
When the protein concentration is low, there are insufficient

particles adsorbed on the two-phase interface, resulting in an
insufficient interface strength. Therefore, the probability of
collisions between emulsion droplets increases, and they
aggregate to form larger droplets. As the protein concentration
increases, the number of particles participating in the
formation of the interfacial film increases, creating film
pressure and a barrier effect. These two events act together
to reduce the particle size of the emulsion, which can then
better maintain the structure of the emulsion droplets and
improve the emulsion stability. There was no obvious
difference in particle size between the 1.5 and 2.0% protein
concentrations. It is possible that not all of the protein particles
were adsorbed to the interface as the protein concentration
increased; therefore, the emulsion particle size did not change
significantly. However, as the protein concentration increased,
the distance between emulsion droplets decreased, and the
emulsion droplets were packed more tightly together.

3.1.2. Effect of Temperature on the Stability of Pickering
High Internal Phase Emulsions. The results before and after
heating of HIPEs with an SPI concentration of 1.0% and an
internal phase volume fraction of 85% at 70 °C are shown in
Figure 3. It can be seen that the appearance of the HIPEs did
not change significantly and they still appeared to be in a
solidified state. Under the microscope, we observed that the

Figure 1. Emulsion appearance after inversion with different internal
phase volume fractions.

Figure 2. Microscopic images of a high internal phase emulsion with different internal phase volumes, (a) 75%, (b) 80%, and (c) 85%, and SPI
concentrations, (d) 1.0%, (e) 1.5%, and (f) 2.0%.
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pore diameters tended to decrease, which allowed the particles
to pack more tightly together. This may be due to the fact that
high temperature causes the spatial structure of SPI to become
disordered and its gelability to increase. At the same time, high
temperature can expose noncovalent bonds or disulfide bond
binding sites, which enhances the interaction between SPI and
the oil−water interface, causing the gel network structure
formed by it to become tighter. Thus, high-temperature
stability is one of the characteristics of SPI-stabilized HIPEs,
which is a beneficial property of HIPEs to be used as porous
materials to prepare templates.

3.2. FT-IR Analysis. FT-IR was used to characterize the
surface groups of SPI-PAA (Figure 4). The broad absorption

peak at 3414 cm−1 corresponds to the superposition stretching
vibration of −OH and −NH2, indicating that there is a large
amount of −OH and −NH2 in SPI-PAA. The absorption peaks
at 2937 and 2827 cm−1 are attributed to the stretching
vibration absorption peaks of methyl and methylene,
respectively. The absorption peak at 2716 cm−1 is attributed
to the stretching vibration of −SH. The sharp peaks at 1598
and 1355 cm−1 respectively correspond to the stretching
vibration absorption peak of −C�O and the bending
vibration absorption peak of −OH. The peaks at 1146 and
1068 cm−1 are C−O stretching vibrations, and 963 cm−1 is H−

O. Bending vibration indicates the presence of −COOH in
SPI-PAA. The characteristic peak of −NH2 is at 773 cm−1.31,32

The FT-IR characterization results show that there are active
groups such as −COOH, −NH2, −OH, and −SH in SPI-PAA.
The percentages of functional groups are shown in Table 1.

3.3. SEM Analysis of SPI-PAA Morphology. The
appearance of SPI-PAA was observed under visible light, and
the micromorphology was analyzed using a scanning electron
microscope. The uniform thinness of the material allows light
to easily pass through it (Figure 5, left panel). From the SEM

image, the pore structures inside SPI-PAA can clearly be seen
(Figure 5, right panel). These pores are relatively uniformly
distributed, and their average diameter is about 20 μm.
Spatially, SPI-PAA presents a complex three-dimensional
longitudinal structure with many pores and holes, which is
consistent with Yu’s research results.25 This specialized
morphological structure increases the contact area between
SPI-PAA and other substances, which results in a greater
adsorption capacity.

3.4. Specific Surface Area Analysis. The SPI-PAA
nitrogen adsorption−desorption curve is type II, which is a
typical physical adsorption−desorption curve for a mesoporous
material (Figure 6). At lower pressures, the amount of nitrogen
adsorbed was less, indicating that the composite had little or

Figure 3. Microscopic appearance of high internal phase emulsion before and after heating at 70 °C for 24 h.

Figure 4. Infrared spectra of SPI-PAA before and after adsorption of
lead ions.

Table 1. Relative Percentage of Functional Groups

functional group relative percentage (%)

−COOH 31.47
−NH2 7.05
−OH 13.00
−SH 1.45
−R 47.03

Figure 5. Light transmittance (left panel) and SEM image of porous
SPI-PAA nanomaterial (right panel).
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no microporous structure. After single-layer adsorption was
saturated, the pressure continued to increase and multilayer
adsorption gradually occurred. At higher pressures, the amount

of adsorbed gas increased rapidly, confirming the presence of
an extensive macroporous structure in the material (surface
area, 8.62 m2/ g).

Figure 6. (a) N2 adsorption−desorption curves of SPI-PAA; (b) pore size distribution of SPI-PAA.

Figure 7. Effects of various factors on the SPI-PAA adsorption of Pb2+. (a) Adsorbent dosage. (b) Initial concentration of Pb2+. (c) Adsorption
temperature. (d) Percent removal relative to desorption−adsorption rate of SPI-PAA.
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3.5. Factors Affecting the Adsorption of Lead Ions by
Composite Materials. 3.5.1. Effect of Adsorbent Dosage.
The effect of the adsorbent dosage on adsorption is shown in
Figure 7a. As the amount of adsorbent increases, the removal
rate of Pb2+ increases. When the adsorbent level is 4.0 g/L, the
removal rate exceeds 72%. If the level continues to increase,
then the removal rate also increases, albeit slowly. When the
adsorbent reaches 7.0 g/L, the removal rate ceases to increase
significantly. This is because the total number of active
adsorption sites increases accordingly as the amount of
adsorbent is increased, which, in turn, increases the removal
rate of Pb2+. However, due to limitations inherent in the
adsorption equilibrium, when the amount of adsorbent is too
high, the amount of adsorbed Pb2+ in the solution tends to
plateau. This result is similar to that of Yang et al.33

Meanwhile, as the amount of adsorbent is increased, the
amount of Pb2+ adsorbed per unit mass decreases. To obtain
the maximum Pb2+ adsorption rate, the concentration of the
adsorbent has to be 7.0 g/L.

3.5.2. Effect of the Initial Concentration of Lead Ions. The
effect of the Pb2+ concentration on SPI-PAA adsorption
capacity is shown in Figure 7b. As the initial concentration of
Pb2+ increases, the adsorption capacity of Pb2+ by SPI-PAA
gradually increases, and the removal rate decreases. This is

because the solute enters the active site of the solid adsorbent
through diffusion, and the main driving force for diffusion is
the concentration difference between the two phases.
Increasing the concentration of metal ions can promote
diffusion of Pb2+ into the inner layer of the adsorbent, which
enhances the adsorption process. However, due to the
limitations of the adsorbent itself, the removal rate decreases
as the concentration of Pb2+ increases. When the initial
concentration of Pb2+ is 200 mg/L, the removal rate is close to
72%, and when the initial concentration of Pb2+ is 50 mg/L,
the removal rate is as high as 95.7%. This shows that SPI-PAA
is more suitable for the removal of low concentrations of Pb2+
in water.

3.5.3. Effect of Adsorption Temperature. The effect of the
adsorption temperature on SPI-PAA adsorption is shown in
Figure 7c. As the adsorption temperature increases, the
removal of Pb2+ by SPI-PAA first increases and then decreases.
When the temperature is 45 °C, both the removal rate and
adsorption capacity are at their highest values. This may occur
because increasing the adsorption temperature under low
temperature conditions can enhance the diffusion of the
adsorbate, which increases the adsorption rate to a certain
extent. However, when the temperature is too high, the reverse
reaction rate increases because of the thermodynamics of

Figure 8. (a) Adsorption kinetics, (b) internal diffusion, and (c) isothermal adsorption of SPI-PAA.
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adsorption, which is not conducive to the forward progress of
the adsorption reaction.

3.6. Adsorption Kinetics and Isothermal Adsorption.
The adsorption kinetics and internal diffusion fitting curves of
SPI-PAA are shown in Figure 8a,b, and the calculated
adsorption kinetic parameters are shown in Table 2. The

results show that adsorption increases with longer adsorption
times and tends to reach equilibrium. The adsorption rate is
relatively high in the first 30 min and approaches equilibrium
around 240 min. The correlation coefficients of pseudo-first-
order and second-order kinetic fitting are both low (first-order
R2 = 0.5265; second-order R2 = 0.7558), and the theoretically
calculated equilibrium adsorption capacity qe is quite different
from the experimentally obtained adsorption capacity qt. This
shows that the adsorption process does not follow either
pseudo-first-order or second-order kinetics. The internal
diffusion model was used to fit the entire adsorption process,
and the linear correlation coefficient was low. If the fitting
range is divided into two parts and the values corresponding to
t0.5 are 2−15 and 15−18, a good linear relationship can be
obtained (2−15: R2 = 0.9962; 15−18: R2 = 0.9995), which
shows that adsorption occurs in two stages. Some studies have
shown that if the fitted straight line passes through the origin, it
means that the adsorption rate is controlled by internal
diffusion.28 In this study, the regression line of the internal
diffusion fitting did not pass through the origin, indicating that
internal diffusion was not the only mechanism controlling the
adsorption rate.
The isothermal adsorption of SPI-PAA is shown in Figure

8c, and the calculated isothermal adsorption parameters are
shown in Table 3. The correlation coefficient fitted by the

Langmuir isotherm model gives the best result, R2 = 0.9804,
indicating that the adsorption of Pb2+ by SPI-PAA conforms to
the Langmuir isotherm model. It is generally believed that
when 1/n is between 0.1 and 0.5, adsorption readily occurs,
but when 1/n > 2.0, adsorption is slow.30 Here, the value of 1/
n was 0.5108, which is close to 0.5, indicating that the
adsorption of Pb2+ by SPI-PAA was relatively easy to perform.
According to the Langmuir isothermal adsorption fitting
results, at saturation, the maximum adsorption capacity, Qm,
of SPI-PAA for Pb2+ was calculated to be 36.71 mg/g, which is

higher than the Qm of similar porous materials prepared by Yu
using a high internal phase emulsion template method with
wheat gliadin as a stabilizer (typical adsorption capacity of Pb2+
= 30.93 mg/g).25

3.7. Adsorbent Regeneration. SPI-PAA has a single
removal rate of 82.64% for 150 mg/L lead ions (Figure 7d). As
the number of regenerations increases, the removal effect
gradually weakens, although after five repeated uses, the
removal rate is still close to 70%. This shows that SPI-PAA has
good reusability. Also, the desorption rate of lead ions after
multiple regenerations of SPI-PAA is low, which may be
related to the type of desorbent used and its concentration.

3.8. Adsorption Mechanisms. The kinetic and isothermal
adsorption results show that internal diffusion is not the only
mechanism of adsorption and that it also involves chemical
effects. Combined with the results of FT-IR characterization of
SPI-PAA, it can be seen that there are a large number of
−COOH, −NH2, −OH, −SH, and other active groups on the
surface of SPI-PAA, which can complex with Pb2+ or
coordinate such reactions (Figure 9). To clarify the adsorption

mechanism, the molecular and structural changes before and
after the SPI-PAA adsorption of Pb2+ were analyzed by FT-IR
(Figure 3). Pb2+ adsorption by SPI-PAA generated a new
strong absorption peak at 2355 cm−1 corresponding to the lead
thiol complex, indicating that a complex or ion exchange
reaction occurred between −SH and Pb2+. At the same time,
the −OH absorption peaks at 3470 and 963 cm−1 were
significantly weakened, which is attributed to the coordination
between the lone pair of electrons of hydroxyl oxygen and
Pb2+.34,35 The above results showing the chemical interaction
between SPI-PAA and Pb2+ confirm that the mechanism of
Pb2+ adsorption by SPI-PAA includes physical effects such as
pore filling and electrostatic attraction and chemical effects
such as surface complexation and coordination, while the
chemical effects of −COOH, −SH, and −OH on the surface of
SPI-PAA are mainly adsorbance mechanisms.
An XPS energy spectrum analysis was also performed on

SPI-PAA before and after the adsorption of Pb2+, and the
results are shown in Figure 10a. The XPS patterns of O 1s and
S 2p before and after Pb2+ adsorption by SPI-PAA are shown
in Figure 10b−d. After adsorbing Pb2+, a Pb 4(f) absorption
front appears at the SPI-PAA interface, indicating that SPI-
PAA successfully adsorbs Pb2+ (Figure 10a). Before
adsorption, C, O, and N on the SPI-PAA surface all have
only one front in the XPS spectrum, and their binding energies
are 284.77, 533.03, and 399.68 eV, respectively, indicating that
before adsorption, all C, O, and N atoms on the SPI-PAA

Table 2. Kinetic Parameters of Pb2+ Adsorption

kinetics model parameter value

pseudo-first-order qe/(mg·g−1) 16.59
k1/(min−1) 0.1022
R2 0.5265

pseudo-second-order qe /(mg·g−1) 16.74
k2/(g·mg−1·min−1) 0.0094
R2 0.7558

Table 3. Isothermal Parameters of Pb2+ Adsorption

isotherm adsorption model parameter value

Freundlich 1/n 0.5108
Kf/(L·mg−1) 1.3443
R2 0.9293

Langmuir Qm/(mg·g−1) 36.71
KL/(L·mg−1) 0.0065
R2 0.9804

Figure 9. Mechanisms of the adsorption of lead ions by SPI-PAA.
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interface are in the same chemical environment. The XPS
spectrum of C 1s and N 1s electrons on the surface of the
Pb2+-SPI-PAA complex formed after adsorbing Pb2+ has only
one peak, and its binding energies are still 284.77 and 399.68
eV, indicating that after adsorbing Pb2+ at the SPI-PAA
interface, the chemical environment of C and N atoms does
not change because the C and N atoms do not participate in
coordination. However, the binding energy of O atoms shifted
from 533.03 eV before adsorption to 532.23 eV (Figure 10b),
indicating that the chemical environment of O atoms at the
SPI-PAA interface has changed after adsorption of Pb2+.
According to the report in ref 36, we concluded that −COOH
and −OH were involved in the coordination.36 The binding
energies of the absorption peaks of S 2p before adsorption are
154.08 and 169.08 eV, respectively (Figure 10c), which are
considered to be formed by −SH and −C�S, respectively.
The binding energies of the absorption peaks of S 2p after
adsorption are 160.08 and 165.08 eV (Figure 10d); a large
shift occurred, and the intensity became stronger. According to
the evidence in refs 36 and 37, we concluded that −SH

participated in the coordination.36,37 The above results are
consistent with the FT-IR analysis.

4. CONCLUSIONS

1. At an SPI mass fraction of 1.0%, a stable high internal
phase acrylic emulsion with an internal phase volume
fraction of 80% can be produced. Using this emulsion as
a template, a macroporous polymer material with a
three-dimensional interpenetrated pore structure can be
synthesized by a polymerization reaction, with a specific
surface area of 8.62 m2/g. The surface of the material
contains active groups such as −COOH, −NH2, −OH,
and −SH.

2. SPI-PAA is suitable for conditions with low initial metal
concentration and low adsorption temperature and has
good reusability. The maximum removal rate of Pb2+ in
low-concentration solutions by SPI-PAA can reach
95.66%, and the maximum saturated adsorption capacity
is 36.71 mg/g. The main mechanism of adsorption is
chemical adsorption by active groups such as −COOH,
−SH, and −OH.

Figure 10. XPS spectra before and after Pb2+ adsorption by SPI-PAA. (a) Full picture; (b) O 1s; (c) before adsorption of S 2p; (d) after adsorption
of S 2p.
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3. Compared with previous high internal phase emulsion
research, this study successfully replaced the use of small
molecular weight surfactants and significantly reduced
environmental pollution. The prepared SPI-PAA ma-
terial has excellent adsorption capacity for Pb2+.
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