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Background:
In spring 2021, several countries, among which the
Netherlands, suspended vaccinations against COVID-19 with
the Vaxzevria vaccine from AstraZeneca (AZ) after reports of
rare but severe adverse events (SAE). We investigated the
impact of this news and the suspension on the Dutch public’s
COVID-19 vaccination intentions, COVID-19 vaccination
perceptions (attitudes and feelings) and their trust in the
government’s COVID-19 vaccination campaign.
Methods:
We conducted two surveys (N = 2628), one shortly before the
AZ suspension in the Netherlands and one shortly thereafter
when all vaccinations were resumed. Chi2 tests were conducted
to study changes in COVID-19 vaccination perceptions,
intentions and trust before and after the suspension, and
differences between perceptions and intentions regarding AZ
vaccines compared to COVID-19 vaccines in general. All
variables were measured on a 5-point Likert scale.
Results:
No significant changes were observed in COVID-19 vaccina-
tion perceptions and intentions, but trust in the campaign
declined slightly (mean diff.(�M) = -0.2, 95% CI = -0.3/-0.2).
In addition, compared to COVID-19 vaccinations in general,
respondents were less likely to vaccinate with AZ (�M = -0.7,
95% CI = -0.7/-0.7), reported less positive vaccine attitudes
(�M = -0.7, 95% CI = -0.7/-0.7), and more negative feelings
(�M = 0.5, 95% CI = 0.4/0.5).
Conclusions:
The news on SAE and the AZ suspension might have caused a
decline in trust in the government’s COVID-19 vaccination
campaign, as well as negatively impacted AZ vaccination
perceptions and intentions. These results stress the need to
adapt vaccination policies to anticipated public perceptions
and responses following a vaccine safety scare, as well as the
importance of informing citizens about the possibility of very
rare SAE prior to the introduction of novel vaccines.
Key messages:
� Trust in the COVID-19 vaccination campaign declined

following the news on rare but severe adverse events (SAE)
and the suspension of AstraZeneca vaccines.

� While the news on SAE and the vaccination suspension did
not seem to impact COVID-19 vaccination intentions in
general, intentions to vaccinate with AstraZeneca were
considerably lower.
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Background:
The social and economic impacts that have occurred during
the pandemic can disproportionally affect those already
experiencing poverty. The social determinants of health
aggravate inequalities and can adversely affect wellbeing. This

study aims to gain rich insight into Australian adults’
experiences of the social determinants of health and the
impact on their wellbeing during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Methods:
A descriptive qualitative study using purposive sampling to
recruit participants for semi-structured interviews, conducted
via videoconferencing between March-August 2021. Thematic
analysis was performed with the support of NVivo 12.
Results:
Participants included 20 Australian adults from various
socioeconomic areas ranging in age from 21 to 65 years.
Three main themes emerged from the analysis of the data:
Food-related concerns; Housing outcomes; and Psychological
and emotional impact. Accessing food, during the COVID-19
pandemic, for most participants who resided in low socio-
economic areas, was described as stressful and challenging.
Along with the burden of food security, many participants
from low socioeconomic areas expressed emotional distress in
relation to securing and maintaining adequate housing.
Conclusions:
The pandemic has amplified existing social determinants of
health experienced by those within low socioeconomic areas,
particularly those who are female and from migrant commu-
nities. The wellbeing of participants from low socioeconomic
areas decreased in response to their experiences and challenges
with food insecurity and housing instability, highlighting the
need for housing affordability strategies and funding of
emergency food relief initiatives. Food access for those in
areas with high socioeconomic disadvantage, can be improved
to address some of the barriers associated with food security by
providing supermarket meal vouchers, access to community
gardens, and school food programs.
Key messages:
� The housing and food insecurity experienced by participants

in this study during the pandemic has influenced their
overall wellbeing.

� The pandemic has amplified existing social determinants of
health experienced by those in low socioeconomic areas.

Abstract citation ID: ckac131.042
The impact of four dominating variants and vaccine
coverage on Covid-19 mortality: the Malta case

Sarah Cuschieri

S Cuschieri1
1Anatomy, University of Malta, Msida, Malta
Contact: sarah.cuschieri@um.edu.mt

Background:
Disease burden can be quantified by mortality. The European
Islands of Malta experienced a seesaw of Covid-19 surges in
mortality and cases across the pandemic. The study aims to
assess the impact of Covid-19 mortality across the four phases
dominated by different variants while considering the
vaccination coverage among the Malta population.
Methods:
Covid-19 epidemiological data was obtained up till end of
February 2022 from the websites of the Malta Ministry of
Health and the European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Control. Data was categorised into the four periods according
to reported dominant Covid-19 variant. The Years of life lost
(YLL) and Case-Fatality-Ratio (CFR) for each period were
estimated. Correlations were performed between mortality and
vaccinated age-groups.
Results:
The original Covid-19 period (54 weeks) had the highest YLL
(6633.53), followed by the Omicron variant period (12 weeks;
2,692.17). The Alpha variant period (7 weeks) had the highest
CFR (1.89) followed by the Original Covid-19 (1.37). A
significant negative correlation was present between two dose
vaccination and the 60-69 years (p = 0.01), 70-79 years
(p = <0.01), and 80+ years (p = <0.01) age groups, while a
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