
COBWEBS IN CASES OF INTERMITTENT FEVER. 

TO THE EDITOR OP THE 
*' INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE." 

Sir,?In the August number of your journal I observe, under 
the head of "Notes and Queries," that information is asked abouf 
the use of cobwebs in cases of intermittent fever. While 
stationed at Peshawur, in 1859, my attention was drawn by some 
periodical?the title of which I have forgotten?to the treatment 
of intermittent fever by cobwebs, given in five-grain doses, in the 
form of pills. By way of experiment, I tried the above in about a 

dozen cases of fever affecting Native sepoys, and certainly a 

cure seemed to result in all the cases in as short a time as if 

quinine had been exhibited. I did not take any note of the 

cases, and my remarks are not of any particular scientific value, 
as I can merely relate my impression. The Civil Surgeon of 
Peshawur also tried the remedy to a greater extent in the Dis* 
pensary of the City, and I believe he also thought favourably of 
the remedy. The cobweb treatment in his hands was brought, 
I understand, to rather a sudden termination by the suspicions of 
the Peshawurees having been reused into suspecting the gathering 
of cobwebs in old houses to be in reality a searching for hidden 
treasure. 

Probably you will receive other communications, of more value 
than this, giving details of the treatment, but I send you this 
note as throwing some little light on the subject. 

Yours obediently, 
R. Brown, 

Civil Assistant-Surgeon. 
Sylhet, 14th August, 1866. 


