Staff grade doctors

Sir?I read with interest the College report Staff grade

doctors: towards a better fytyre, Repeatedly throughout
the article it referred to doctors working in 'hospital

medicine'. Does this mean that doctors working for
instance in community paediatrics =¥e going te be
excluded from staff grade posts? 1f, as I understand i,
community doctors are not to be excluded from staff

grade posts, ! would be most gratefyl if the report of
the working party could be amended aecordingly.

However, ifl am wrong, and there will be no staff
grade doctors/associate gpecialists responsible to =
named consultant community paediatrician?I would
be most grateful if the members of the working party
could point out to me why.

I would like to believe that we live in a day and age
where the concept ©f solely 'hospital' doctors ceases to
exist and that doctors in fact work in the community

where hospitals exist.
AIDAN MACFARLANE

Consultant community Paediatrician, Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford



