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COVID-19 immunization in Latin America and the Caribbean 

LAC) has been subject to low vaccine availability and unequal 

istribution of doses among countries. 1 In addition, historically 

arginalized populations in LAC, such as indigenous peoples, have 

uffered from the omission of their specific circumstances in na- 

ional COVID-19 immunization plans, which represents an addi- 

ional threat to the immunization coverage of these communities. 

ost national immunization plans did not involve indigenous com- 

unities’ representatives in their development, and lack sociocul- 

ural appropriateness, use of indigenous languages, and considera- 

ion of the living conditions and socioeconomic adversities affect- 

ng these populations. 2 , 3 This is compounded by the repeated vio- 

ation of indigenous peoples’ rights by government health profes- 

ionals, which has led to mistrust and reluctance of some indige- 

ous communities to use government health services, 4 as well as 

he misinformation campaigns around COVID-19 that have plagued 

he continent. 5 Lack of official information, poor access to immu- 

ization services and mistrust may be affecting COVID-19 immu- 

ization coverage among indigenous populations, which is difficult 

o demonstrate as most countries do not record disaggregated so- 

iodemographic information on vaccinated persons. 2 

We strongly recommend that public authorities take into ac- 

ount the specific circumstances of indigenous peoples when de- 
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eloping immunization campaigns, always recognizing their rights 

o autonomy and self-determination, and that they ensure that the 

ata collected on vaccinated individuals allows for tracking immu- 

ization coverage among indigenous populations. In addition, we 

ncourage civil society organizations to join forces with the public 

ector by filing gaps in government immunization strategies and 

uilding bridges between public officials and indigenous commu- 

ities. 
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