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Over the last 4 years, a remarkable public health success
has unfolded in Africa. The field introduction of a
new group A meningococcal conjugate vaccine, PsA-
TT (MenAfriVac), has been a stunning success, with
the virtual disappearance of group A meningococcal
meningitis in sub-Saharan Africa. The effort began
with a plea from African ministers of health to “do
something” after the dreadful 1996-1997 group A me-
ningococcal epidemic with >250 000 reported cases.
The World Health Organization (WHO) convened a
series of international meetings where experts recom-
mended that a new meningococcal group A conjugate
vaccine be developed for Africa.

In 2001, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation awarded
a grant of US$70 million to create the Meningitis Vaccine
Project as a partnership between PATH and WHO, with
the single goal of developing, licensing, and introducing
at public health scale a group A meningococcal conjugate
vaccine for sub-Saharan Africa, manufactured at the
Serum Institute of India, Ltd.

Using an innovative vaccine development model that
paid close attention to product specifications to
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facilitate use of the vaccine in Africa (fewest doses re-
quired for compliance; relative stability outside cold
chain) and affordability (less than US$0.50 per dose),
the new vaccine, PsA-TT, was licensed by the Drug
Controller General of India in December 2009 and pre-
qualified by WHO in June 2010 [1].

The vaccine was introduced in Burkina Faso, Mali,
and Niger in December 2010 and was enthusiastically
accepted. By the end of that month, almost 20 million
persons aged 1-29 years had been vaccinated, and the
following epidemic season showed a dramatic reduction
in group A meningococcal disease in all 3 countries.
Vaccination campaigns have continued, and as of the
end of 2014, >217 million Africans have been immu-
nized in 15 countries. The vaccine has been shown to
be safe and has generated herd protection, with control
and near-elimination of group A meningococcal disease
wherever it has been used [2-4].

The vaccine was further evaluated in infants and
young children to prepare for its use in the Expanded
Programme on Immunization (EPI), an essential step
to ensure that subsequent newborn cohorts are protect-
ed and that the public health benefits continue. With
study results showing safety and strong immunogenic-
ity of a single dose at the age of 9 months and following
the WHO Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Im-
munization recommendations of October 2014, the
vaccine is now gradually introduced as a new EPI anti-
gen in meningitis belt countries [5].

Participants in this effort have prepared a series of man-
uscripts that detail the many technical, epidemiologic, and
public health steps that were associated with the devel-
opment, introduction, and evaluation of this vaccine. The
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success of the project is a testimonial to the potential of public/
private partnerships to develop needed vaccines that, when in-
troduced, can have major impact to solve important public
health problems. It is our hope that the lessons learned from
this endeavor will inform similar future public health initiatives.
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