
A CASE OF HYDROA GRAVIDARUM. 

\/ By Capt. A. GUPTA, m.b. (Cal.), Calcutta. 

As this disease is exceedingly rare, a tew notes 
about the main features of the affection may 
be given. 

" 

Hydroa gravidarum," as the name implies, 
is a bullous cutaneous eruption which develops 
in pregnant women, terminating as the preg- 
nancy terminates, to return should the patient 
again become pregnant. Different views have 
been put forward by different observers as to 
the actual causation of it, but the general con- 
sensus of opinion is that it is in reality 

" 
Dur- 

hing's disease 
" 

modified by pregnancy. The 

knowledge of the fact that it is due to the 

pregnant condition is important, for when the 
symptoms become severe and are rebellious to 
ordinary methods of treatment, one is confi- 
dent that an immediate premature induction of 
labour is justifiable. 
The condition known as 

" 

impetigo herpeti- 
formis of Kaposi 

" 

is the same affection in a 

different form, but differs in that the prog- 
nosis for both mother and child is grave, often 

leading to a fatal issue in both. 
The case under description ran a com- 

paratively mild course. The history is as 

follows:? 
Mrs. B., aged 27, was referred to me by 

Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose in November 1923, for 
some sort of skin eruption which developed 
suddenly. The patient was in an advanced 

pregnant condition. The lesions were distri- 
buted irregularly on the trunk and extremities, 
but more marked on the flexor aspects than 
on the extensors. On examination I found 
that they consisted of typical grouped vesicles 
on patches of erythema. The contents of the 
vesicles were clear. The patient was not 

having any fever. She complained of itching 
which interfered with her sleep. She was 

given an alkaline aperient and vinum anti- 
monialis to check the activity of the disease; 
potassium bromide to induce sleep, and a seda- 
tive and anti-pruritic lotion for local applica- 
tion. The condition responded well under this 
treatment, but the lesions did not quite dis- 

appear until the termination of pregnancy 
which came about in a week's time. Dr. D. R. 
Das who conducted the labour kindly informed 
me that the patient gave birth to twins. The 

interesting part about this case is that this 
was her third pregnancy, and while the patient 
had no cutaneous manifestation in her previous 
pregnancies, the present condition was appa- 
rently evoked by twins in the uterus. 


