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Background: Urinary incontinence (UI) presents in over 50% menopausal 
women affecting their quality of life leading to depression and hence needs 
addressal and treatment as very few of them seek medical help. Aims: Our 
aim was to determine the prevalence of depression, and the correlation of 
severity of UI with depression in incontinent women versus continent controls. 
Methodology: A cross-sectional case–control study of previously diagnosed 
100 incontinent women (Stress/Urgency/Mixed) was done over a period of 
3 months. The severity of UI was assessed on Patient Incontinence Severity 
Assessment (a form of Likert scale) and depression was assessed on a validated 
Patient Health Questionnaire-9 scale. Statistical Analysis: The statistical 
analysis was performed using SPSS version 19.0. Results: Most of our cases 
were 51–60 years, with Urge UI being the most predominant (88%). Hundred 
percent of our incontinent patients were depressed, with 48% and 45% being 
severely and moderately severely depressed, respectively. A highly significant 
correlation was found between the severity of incontinence, amount of leakage, 
leaking pattern, and depression. Conclusion: All of our incontinent patients 
were depressed, with the severity of depression increasing with the severity of 
incontinence.

Keywords: Amount of leakage, depression, leaking pattern, Patient Health 
Questionnaire‑9, Patient Incontinence Severity Assessment, urinary incontinence

A Cross-sectional Case–control Study of Depression in Incontinent 
Women
Tanudeep Kaur, Rajesh Kumari, J. B. Sharma, Kavita Pandey, Bharti Uppal, Koushik Sinha Deb1

Access this article online
Quick Response Code:

Website: www.jmidlifehealth.org

DOI: 10.4103/jmh.JMH_98_20

Address for correspondence: Dr. J. B. Sharma, 
Room Number 3064 A, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 

AIIMS, Sri Aurobindo Marg, Ansari Nagar, Ansari Nagar East, 
New Delhi ‑ 110 029, India. 

E‑mail: jbsharma2000@gmail.com

urethral hypermobility and detrusor irritability and hence 
UI.[9] There is a dearth of literature as regards depression 
in incontinent menopausal women, so this study was 
aimed to bring attention to this strata of women who 
are suffering silently and are often ignored. We aimed 
to determine the prevalence of depression in incontinent 
women versus continent controls and to determine the 
correlation between the severity of UI and depression.

Materials and Methods
This study was conducted in the urogynecology division 
of the department of obstetrics and gynecology of 

Original Article

Introduction

Urinary incontinence (UI) affects 8% of women aged 
16–64 years.[1] Labeled as a social problem with a 

prevalence rate of over 50% in postmenopausal women, 
it is more common than other civilization diseases 
like diabetes or hypertension in this age group.[2] UI 
significantly affects quality of life (QOL) of women 
leading to depression.[3,4] Sadly fewer than half of these 
women seek medical help.[5,6] Urge UI (UUI) is most 
commonly associated with depression as compared 
to its other two types (Stress UI and Mixed UI).[7] 
Therefore, this associated depression is paramount to 
be identified. As high as 60.6% of women take it as 
normal part of their aging process and adapt to it by 
socially withdrawing themselves and various lifestyle 
modifications.[8] Weakness of pelvic floor muscles due 
to childbirth and vaginal surgeries along with declining 
estrogen levels after menopause is often implicated for 
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a tertiary care teaching hospital as a cross-sectional 
case–control study over a period of 3 months after 
obtaining ethical clearance from the Institutional Ethics 
Committee. 100 patients of previously diagnosed 
incontinence (Stress/Urge/Mixed) already coming to 
the OPD for follow-up were taken as cases. Similar 
demographically matched 100 healthy female relatives 
accompanying the patients without incontinence 
were taken as controls. The subjects were excluded 
from the study if they had any one of the following 
factors: (1) Depression due to issue other than the UI 
itself, (2) Physical causes of depression, (3) Normal 
bereavement, (4) History of maniac/hypo maniac 
episode, (5) UI due to senile dementia, (6) Patients with 
neurological disorders such as multiple sclerosis and GB 
syndrome, (7) Current UTI, and (8) Genitourinary fistula.

A detailed history as regards their demographic 
characteristics, name, age, married status, current 
medical complaints, medical and surgical history, 
gynecological history, urological history, obstetric 
history, menopausal status, and current medications was 
taken. The severity of incontinence experienced by the 
patient was assessed by Patient Incontinence Severity 
Assessment (PISA) index, which consists of a single 
question that asks the patient to rate the severity of her 
incontinence symptoms on a 5-point Likert scale (range: 
1 [mild] to 5 [severe]).[10] Number of medical visits to 
the doctor for UI in the last 1 year, number of episodes 
of leakage (scale: 1 = not at all, 2 = 1–2 times per 
month, 3 = 4 times per month, 4 = 2–3 times per week, 
5 = 1 time per day, 6 = 1–2 times per day, 7 = 3–4 times 
per day, and 8 = >/=5 times per day), and amount 
of leakage (scale: 1 = small amount, 2 = moderate 
amount, 3 = large amount) was asked. To diagnose 
depression, the Prime-MD Patient Health Questionnaire, 
9-item (PHQ-9) was used, in conformity with the 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 
4th Edition (DSM-IV) criteria for major depression after 
permission. It has excellent agreement with diagnosis 
of major depression based on a psychiatric structured 
interview and has been especially validated for use in 
obstetrics and gynecology outpatient clinics.[11] The 
PHQ-9 scores of 0–4, 5–9, 10–14, 15–19, and 20–27 
represents none or minimal, mild, moderate, moderately 
severe, and severe depression, respectively. PHQ-9 score 
of >/=10 has 88% sensitivity and specificity for major 
depression. The questions in PHQ-9 are straightforward 
pertaining to depressive symptoms perceived over the 
past 2 weeks.[12] All women, cases and controls, were 
asked to answer the PHQ-9 questionnaire after taking 
a written and informed consent. The data so collected 
were kept confidential. The statistical analysis was 
performed using IBM SPSS Statistics for Windows, 

version 19 (IBM Corp., Armonk, N.Y., USA) Pearson 
Chi-square was applied to assess the various correlations 
in the data.

Results
Most of our cases were 51–60 years (57%) of age, with 
all of them being menopausal. The majority of them 
were married (84%), having a parity of three (76%), 
belonging to low socio-economic status (SES) (62%), 
with only primary level of education (76%) and 
having a body mass index (BMI) between 25 and 
29.9 Kg/m2 (70%). Vaginal route of delivery was the 
commonest (91%). Suitably matching controls as regards 
to age, menopausal status, parity, education, SES, BMI, 
and mode of delivery were chosen to remove any kind 
of confounding variables [Table 1].

Eighty-eight percent of cases had UUI, and 6% each had 
SUI and MUI. All of our cases (100%) used pads for 
leakage and 100% of them said yes to social withdrawal. 
The amount of leakage was rated as 3 in 52%, 2 in 45%, 
and 1 in only 3%. The leaking pattern was rated as 
7 in 50% followed by 6 in 28% of cases. The severity of 
incontinence (PISA) was rated as 5 by 46%, 4 by 49%, 
3 by 5% and none of them marked 1 or 2, meaning 
thereby that most of our cases felt the severity of their 
incontinence as severe. Maximum daytime frequency 
was 12 in 34% of patients and maximum nighttime 
frequency (nocturia) was 4 in 41%.

The prevalence of depression (PHQ-9 scoring) 
showed that among UI women, as high as 
48% suffered from severe depression, and 45% from 
moderately severe depression versus 0% and only 
4% respectively for continent women (P < 0.001, highly 
significant) [Table 2].

Furthermore, the severity of depression (PHQ-9 Score) 
increased with the increase in severity of UI (PISA on 
Likert scale) (P < 0.001, highly significant) [Table 3].

We also correlated the amount of leakage with 
PHQ-9 score [Table 4]. Similar correlation was also 
sought for the frequency of leaking episodes per day 
(leaking pattern) with PHQ‑9 score. Highly significant 
results (P < 0.001) were obtained for both of these 
variables signifying that depression is also linked with 
the amount of leakage and with the frequency of leaking 
episodes per day (leaking pattern).

When the type of incontinence was correlated with 
depression, we found that among UUI, 47.7%, 
46.6%, 3.4%, and 2.3% cases were severely 
depressed, moderately severe depressed, moderately 
depressed, and mildly depressed, respectively. For this 
correlation, we could not get statistically significant 
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Discussion
UI is present twice as commonly in women as in men, 
due to the declining estrogen levels and urogenital 
atrophy after menopause.[9] It is a silent embarrassing 
disease.[2]

All of our UI women (100%) had depression with 
as high as 48% suffering from severe depression 
and 45% from moderately severe depression versus 
0% and only 4% respectively for continent women 
(P < 0.001, highly significant), which is consistent with 
other studies in literature. Moghaddas et al. showed 52% 
prevalence of depression in UI women of 50-64 years of 
age (P < 0.001).[14] Zorn et al. showed that of 115 UI 
women, 60% had idiopathic UUI with all UI patients 
reporting significant depression (P < 0.001), similar to 
our results.[15] Felde et al. in the landmark EPINCONT 
study also showed a high prevalence of depression in UI 
women.[3] Similarly, Dugan et al. showed that UI women 
were 1.45 times more likely to have moderate-to-severe 
depression.[4] Another longitudinal study by Griebling in 
middle-aged and older Korean women showed similar 
results.[16] Likewise, Morrison et al. reported 11.6% 
major depression in UI women and concluded that major 
depression needs to be treated promptly to avoid serious 
consequences.[5]

Our study showed a highly significant association 
(P < 0.001) between the severity of depression and 
severity of UI (PISA on Likert scale). Similarly, 
highly significant association (P < 0.001) was shown 
between the severity of depression and amount of 
leakage. Highly significant association (P < 0.001) 
was also shown between the severity of depression 
and leaking pattern (frequency of leaking episodes 
per day). Similar findings were reported by Macaulay 
et al., Nygaard et al., and Watson AJS et al.[17-19]

Our study also showed that UUI cases (88%) far 
outnumbered the other types of UI (SUI or MUI) with 
94.3% of them being severe or moderately severe 
depressed. Jennifer L. Melville et al. showed an odds 
ratio of 9.2 with UUI and 13.5 with MUI, and concluded 
that current major depression is highly prevalent in 
women with UI.[6] Likewise, Zorn et al. and Pang et al. 
showed that UUI has higher rates of depression than 
SUI or MUI.[7,15]

This association of depression and UUI is attributed to 
the reduced serotonergic (5-HT) activity as shown in a 
landmark study by Zorn et al. in 1999 on 115 consecutive 
UI patients using becks depression inventory. More 
correlation was found between depression and UUI 
than SUI. Serotonin (5-HT) synthesis was 52% less 
in UI depressed women leading to unipolar and major 

Table 1: Demographic data
Demographic variable Cases, n (%) Controls, n (%)
Age group (years)

≤50 8 (8) 8 (8)
51-60 57 (57) 57 (57)
61-70 34 (34) 34 (34)
>70 1 (1) 1 (1)

Marital Status
Married 84 (84) 84 (84)
Never married 4 (4) 4 (4)
Divorced/separated/widowed 12 (12) 12 (12)

Parity
1 3 (3) 3 (3)
2 5 (5) 5 (5)
3 76 (76) 76 (76)
4 10 (10) 10 (10)
5 4 (4) 4 (4)
6 1 (1) 1 (1)
7 1 (1) 1 (1)

SES (Modified Kuppuswamy’s 
SES scale)[13]

Upper 6 (6) 6 (6)
Upper middle 32 (32) 32 (32)
Lower middle 40 (40) 40 (40)
Upper lower 22 (22) 22 (22)

Education
College graduate 7 (7) 7 (7)
Partial college 17 (17) 17 (17)
High school graduate only 76 (76) 76 (76)

BMI (kg/m2)
18.5-24.9 (normal weight) 6 (6) 6 (6)
25-29.9 (over weight) 70 (70) 70 (70)
30-34.9 (obese type I) 24 (24) 24 (24)

Mode of delivery
Vaginal 91 (91) 91 (91)
Caesarean section 9 (9) 9 (9)

BMI: Body mass index, SES: Socioeconomic status

Table 2: Patient health questionnaire-9 scoring in cases 
and controls

Depression Cases, n (%) Controls, n (%) Total
None/minimal 0 71 (71.0) 71
Mild 2 (2.0) 13 (13.0) 15
Moderate 5 (5.0) 12 (12.0) 17
Moderately severe 45 (45.0) 4 (4.0) 49
Severe 48 (48.0) 0 48
Total 100 (100.0) 100 (100.0) 200
χ2=164.255; df=4; P<0.001; Highly significant, The PHQ‑9 scores 
in cases varied between 19.41 and 21.17 with a standard error of 
0.442, The PHQ-9 scores in controls varied between 4.29 and 5.85 
with a SE of 0.395. PHQ-9: Patient health questionnaire-9, SE: 
Standard error

results (P = 0.066) but the percentages of depression 
in UUI group outnumbered the other types of 
incontinence.
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depression, and the possible role of serotonergic-based 
antidepressants for the same.[15]

The recent review of literature also supports the 
use of selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors; 
Imipramine and of Serotonin Norepinephrine reuptake 
inhibitors; (Duloxetine) for depression and UI.[20]

In view of these findings, the International Continence 
Society has recently suggested the inclusion of QOL data 
in clinical trials studying continence care, realizing the 
importance of mental health as an issue in incontinent 
women with studies showing medical costs in depressed 
patients being 50% higher than in nondepressed 
ones.[10,11]

Conclusion
All of our patients of UI had depression. The 
severity of depression increased with severity of UI, 
amount of leakage, and leaking pattern. UUI was the 
predominant type of UI with high rates of associated 
depression. Thus, all UI patients MUST be assessed 
for depression by a standardized questionnaire as 
a standard of care in units dealing with incontinent 
patients.

Acknowledgment
I would like to thank Dr Ravinder Pal Singh for his 
significant contribution in drafting and proofreading the 
article.

Financial support and sponsorship
Nil.

Conflicts of interest
There are no conflicts of interest.

References
1. Norton KR, Bhat AV, Stanton SL. Psychiatric aspects of urinary 

incontinence in women attending an outpatient urodynamic 
clinic. BMJ 1990;301:271-2.

2. Kołodyńska G, Zalewski M, Rożek‑Piechura K. Urinary 
incontinence in postmenopausal women – Causes, symptoms, 
treatment. Prz Menopauzalny 2019;18:46-50.

3. Felde G, Ebbesen MH, Hunskaar S. Anxiety and depression 
associated with urinary incontinence. A 10-year follow-up study 
from the Norwegian HUNT study (EPINCONT). Neurourol 
Urodyn 2017;36:322-8.

4. Dugan E, Cohen SJ, Bland DR, Preisser JS, Davis CC, Suggs PK, 
et al. The association of depressive symptoms and urinary 
incontinence among older adults. J Am Geriatr Soc 2000;48:413-6.

5. Morrison LM, Morrison M, Small DR, Glen ES. Psychiatric 
aspects of female incontinence. Int Urogyn J 1991;2:69-72.

Table 3: Correlation of patient incontinence severity assessment with patient health questionnaire-9 score in 
cases (n=100)

Severity of incontinence (PISA) Depression Total
Mild, n (%) Moderate, n (%) Moderately severe, n (%) Severe, n (%)

Score 3 0 1 (20.0) 3 (60.0) 1 (20.0) 5
Score 4 2 (4.1) 4 (8.2) 40 (81.6) 3 (6.1) 49
Score 5 0 0 2 (4.3) 44 (95.7) 46
Total 2 (2.0) 5 (5.0) 45 (45.0) 48 (48.0) 100
χ2=79.848; df=6; P<0.001; Highly significant. PISA: Patient incontinence severity assessment

Table 4: Correlation of amount of leakage and leaking pattern with depression patient health questionnaire-9 
score

Depression Total
Mild, n (%) Moderate, 

n (%)
Moderately severe, 

n (%)
Severe, 
n (%)

Amount of leakage
Mild 2 (66.7) 1 (33.3) 0 0 3
Moderate 0 4 (8.9) 39 (86.7) 2 (4.4) 45
Severe 0 0 6 (11.5) 46 (88.5) 52
Total 2 (2.0) 5 (5.0) 45 (45.0) 48 (48.0) 100

χ2=142.05; df=6; P<0.001; Highly significant
Leaking pattern scale

4 (2-3 times/week) 2 (13.3) 0 13 (86.7) 0 15
5 (1 time/day) 0 2 (40.0) 3 (60.0) 0 5
6 (1-2 times/day) 0 3 (10.7) 25 (89.3) 0 28
7 (3-4 times/day) 0 0 2 (4.0) 48 (96.0) 50
8 (>/=5 times/day) 0 0 2 (100.0) 0 2
Total 2 (2.0) 5 (5.0) 45 (45.0) 48 (48.0) 100

χ2=115.02; df=12; P<0.001; Highly significant



136 Journal of Mid-life Health ¦ volume 12 ¦ issue 2 ¦ April-June 2021

Kaur, et al.: Depression in incontinent women.

6. Melville JL, Walker E, Katon W, Lentz G, Miller J, Fenner D. 
Prevalence of comorbid psychiatric illness and its impact on 
symptom perception, quality of life, and functional status 
in women with urinary incontinence. Am J Obstet Gynecol 
2002;187:80-7.

7. Pang MW, Leung HY, Chan LW, Yip SK. The impact of urinary 
incontinence on quality of life among women in Hong Kong. 
Hong Kong Med J 2005;11:158-63.

8. Yip SK, Cardozo L. Psychological morbidity and female 
urinary incontinence. Best Pract Res Clin Obstet Gynaecol 
2007;21:321-9.

9. Poomalar GK, Priyadharshini M. Prevalence of urinary 
incontinence in reproductive women and its impact on quality of 
life. Int J Reprod Contracept Obstet Gynecol 2015;4:1353-8.

10. Melville JL, Miller EA, Fialkow MF, Lentz GM, Miller JL, 
Fenner DE. Relationship between patient report and physician 
assessment of urinary incontinence severity. Am J Obstet 
Gynecol 2003;189:76-80.

11. Spitzer RL, Kroenke K, Williams JB. Validation and utility of a 
self-report version of PRIME-MD: The PHQ primary care study. 
Primary Care Evaluation of Mental Disorders. Patient Health 
Questionnaire. JAMA 1999;282:1737-44.

12. Kroenke K, Spitzer RL, Williams JB. The PHQ-9: Validity 
of a brief depression severity measure. J Gen Intern Med 
2001;16:606-13.

13. Saleem SM. Modified Kuppuswamy socioeconomic scale updated 

for the year 2019. Indian J Forensic Community Med 2019;6:1-3.
14. Moghaddas F, Lidfeldt J, Nerbrand C, Jernström H, Samsioe G. 

Prevalence of urinary incontinence in relation to self-reported 
depression, intake of serotonergic antidepressants, and hormone 
therapy in middle-aged women: A report from the Women’s 
Health in the Lund Area study. Menopause 2005;12:318-24.

15. Zorn BH, Montgomery H, Pieper K, Gray M, Steers WD. 
Urinary incontinence and depression. J Urol 1999;162:82-4.

16. Griebling TL. Re: Urinary incontinence is strongly associated 
with depression in middle-aged and older Korean women: 
Data from the Korean longitudinal study of ageing. J Urol 
2019;201:644.

17. Macaulay AJ, Stern RS, Stanton SL. Psychological aspects of 
211 female patients attending a urodynamic unit. J Psychosom 
Res 1991;35:1-10.

18. Nygaard I, Turvey C, Burns TL, Crischilles E, Wallace R. 
Urinary incontinence and depression in middle-aged United 
States women. Obstet Gynecol 2003;101:149-56.

19. Watson AJ, Currie I, Curran S, Jarvis GJ. A prospective study 
examining the association between the symptoms of anxiety and 
depression and severity of urinary incontinence. Eur J Obstet 
Gynecol Reprod Biol 2000;88:7-9.

20. Viktrup L, Pangallo BA, Detke MJ, Zinner NR. Urinary side 
effects of duloxetine in the treatment of depression and stress 
urinary incontinence. Prim Care Companion J Clin Psychiatry 
2004;6:65-73.


