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Metabolic predictors of response to immune
checkpoint blockade therapy

Ofir Shorer! and Keren Yizhak!23*

SUMMARY

Metabolism of immune cells in the tumor microenvironment (TME) plays a critical role in cancer patient
response to immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICl). Yet, a metabolic characterization of immune cells in the
TME of patients treated with ICl is lacking. To bridge this gap we performed a semi-supervised analysis
of ~1700 metabolic genes using single-cell RNA-seq data of > 1 million immune cells from ~230 samples
of cancer patients treated with ICl. When clustering cells based on their metabolic gene expression, we
found that similar immunological cellular states are found in different metabolic states. Most importantly,
we found metabolic states that are significantly associated with patient response. We then built a meta-
bolic predictor based on a dozen gene signature, which significantly differentiates between responding
and non-responding patients across different cancer types (AUC = 0.8-0.92). Taken together, our results
demonstrate the power of metabolism in predicting patient response to ICI.

INTRODUCTION

Over the past decade cancer therapy has been revolutionized by the usage of immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICl), resulting in unprecedented
rates of long-lasting tumor responses in patients with a variety of cancers.' Nevertheless, most patients do not respond to treatment or ac-
23 reaching response rates of less than 40% in solid tumors” with a large number of partial responders.” To address this chal-

711 as well as

quire resistance,
lenge, multiple biomarkers of response have been suggested, including different gene signatures,®® T cell abundance levels,
metrics related to the tumor’s genetics, including the tumor mutational burden and copy number alteration.'”"'® These and other metrics are,
however, rarely predictive across datasets, and certainly across different cancer types.

More recently, differences in the metabolic adaptation of tumor and immune cells and their competition for resources have been shown to
contribute to patient response.’’~° Alterations in cellular metabolism lead to tumor-immune interactions that simultaneously deplete vital
nutrients from the common environment and produce immunosuppressive metabolic byproducts.”>?" For instance, enzymatic activation
of IDO depletes tryptophan levels, a vital nutrient for T cell response. At the same time, this activity generates kynurenine, a metabolite
causing upregulation of PD1 on activated CD8" T cells.”””* Another example involves the high lactate levels generated by tumor cells
due to up-regulation of lactate dehydrogenase (LDH), resulting in an acidic environment that suppresses natural killer (NK) cells cytotoxicity,
blocks monocytes and dendritic cells differentiation, and inhibits effector T cells activity.”*” These and other findings were mainly estab-
lished in in vitro systems or in animal models. Studying the metabolic transcriptomic changes that occur in immune cells found in the TME
of patients treated with ICl, can therefore shed light on mechanisms of response to therapy and highlight immune metabolic vulnerabilities.

Here, we perform a semi-supervised analysis of single-cell RNA-seq data from tumor biopsies of patients treated with ICI, focusing on ~1700
metabolic genes that are associated with ~100 metabolic pathways.”® Focusing on this well-defined cellular process and its narrowed gene set,
enabled us to discover novel associations with patient response that were masked under the genome-wide analyses. We found that different
immune cell states share similar metabolic activity and vice versa, resulting in a novel classification to cellular states, mainly involving CD8"
T cells. Furthermore, we detected metabolic clusters that are significantly associated with patient response. A non-discrete analysis of meta-
bolic programs revealed a metabolic gene signature that is significantly associated with tumor progression or regression across various cancer
types, including melanoma, Merkel cell carcinoma (MCC), lung, and breast cancers. Finally, we show a metabolicinvolvement in the polarization
of macrophages to a suppressive M2-like phenotype in an acquired resistance patient, together with the associated tumor metabolic changes.

RESULTS
Immune cellular metabolism and its association with patient response to ICI

To identify immune metabolic changes at the single-cell level and study their association with ICl treatment and patient response, we re-
analyzed our previously published dataset that includes single-cell RNA sequencing (scRNA-seq) of 16,291 CD45" cells from 48 tumor
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Figure 1. Immune cellular metabolism and its association with patient response to ICI

(A) Schematic workflow of the study.

(B) Top 20 active metabolic pathways across all single-cells, colored by the mean score of each pathway across all single-cells.

(C) Rank of metabolic activity by immune cell types, colored by the mean score of all metabolic pathways in each cell type.

(D) Selected metabolic pathways and their mean scores across different cell types separated by commonly expressed, cell-type specific, and lowly expressed
pathways.

(E) Fraction of cells expressing metabolic genes associated with patient response across all cells within each sample. Wilcoxon rank sum test.

2 iScience 26, 108188, November 17, 2023



iScience ¢? CellPress
OPEN ACCESS

Figure 1. Continued

(F) Fraction of cells expressing metabolic genes associated with patient response across CD8" T cells within each sample. Wilcoxon rank sum test.

(G) Mean score of metabolic pathways associated with non-responding samples across all cells within each sample. Wilcoxon rank sum test.

(H) Mean score of metabolic pathways associated with non-responding samples across CD8" T cells within each sample. Wilcoxon rank sum test. Abbreviations:
R = Responders, NR = Non-responders. See also Figures ST and S2 and Table S3.

biopsies taken from 32 stage IV metastatic melanoma patients treated with ICI*” (Table S1). Eleven patients had longitudinal biopsies and 20
patients with one or two biopsies, taken either at baseline or during treatment. Tumor samples were classified based on radiologic assess-
ments into progression/non-responder (NR; n = 31, including stable disease (SD)/progressive disease (PD) samples) or regression/responder
(R; n =17, including complete response (CR)/partial response (PR) samples).SO Using the previously defined cell classification into 11 clusters,”’
we devised a score for 97 metabolic pathways based on the expression of their associated metabolic genes”® (Table $2, STAR Methods).

This analysis showed several metabolic pathways which are significantly more expressed than others across all cells, as well as specific cell
types and states that are more metabolically active (Figures 1B, 1C, and S1). Specifically, we found that pathways such as glycolysis, oxidative
phosphorylation (OXPHOS), and tricarboxylic acid (TCA) cycle, are generally active across many cell types with heterogeneous pattern of acti-
vation, as was similarly demonstrated in melanoma and in head and neck squamous cell carcinoma (HNSCC) patients.“ In contrast, other
pathways such as nucleotide salvage pathway, heme degradation, and purine synthesis, are active only in specific cell types (Figure 1D). More-
over, we found that cells from the myeloid lineage and cycling exhausted T cells, that were previously associated with negative response to
immunotherapy,”” are the most metabolically active. On the other hand, memory T cells and B cells that were previously associated with pos-
itive response to immunotherapy,”” show lower metabolic expression across all pathways (Figure 1C). Overall, this continuous metabolic score
showed high heterogeneity across cell types, going beyond sequencing reading depth (Figure S2).

Examining the association between metabolic genes and patient response to ICl, we found a couple of genes that are significantly up-
regulated in responding samples (PLA2G4B and DGKD), both are involved in glycerophospholipid metabolism (Figure 1E; Table S3). This
pathway was shown to be involved in different immune cellular functions, including T cell proliferation and activation, and macrophages dif-
ferentiation.” " Additional genes were found to be significantly up-regulated in non-responding samples, including glycolytic genes
(PGAMT1, GPI, TPI1, ENO1, GAPDH), pentose phosphate pathway genes (TALDO1, G6PD), TCA cycle genes (IDH2, MDH2), and oxidative
phosphorylation genes (NDUFA9, NDUFA12, UQCRFS1, NDUFA13, NDUFB4, COX5B, Figure 1E; Table S3). When focusing only on CD8"
T cells, the N-glycosylation enzyme MGAT4A and PLA2G4B were significantly expressed in responders, while GAPDH, G6PD, CD38,
MDH2, DBl and others, were significantly expressed in non-responders (Figure 1F; Table S3). At the pathway level, while no metabolic path-
ways were found to be significantly expressed in responding samples, in non-responding samples we saw a significant expression of pathways
such as heme degradation, bile acid synthesis, purine catabolism, oxidative phosphorylation, fatty acid oxidation (FAO), and glycolysis (Fig-
ure 1G; Table S3). Repeating the pathway analysis using only CD8" T cells, we found a significant expression of multiple pathways including
purine catabolism, glycolysis, OXPHOS, and pyrimidine catabolism in non-responding samples (Figure TH; Table S3). Of note, as previously
found in the genome-wide analysis,”” no significant metabolic changes were found between baseline and post-treatment samples. Overall,
our analysis identified specific cell states that are more metabolically active, and metabolic gene markers associated with regression or pro-
gression of individual tumors in response to ICI therapy.

Metabolic-based clusters of melanoma infiltrated immune cells and their association with patient response to ICI

To metabolically define the different immune cells in an unbiased manner, we clustered all ~16,000 cells using the pre-defined set of 1689
metabolic genes” (Table S2). This process yielded 10 distinct metabolic clusters that are partially different from the 11 original clusters ob-
tained using all genes (Figures 2A and 2B; Table S3). Specifically, the previously defined clusters of B and plasma-cells (C5 and C9), cycling
cells (C6), and myeloid cells (C7, C8 and C10), were also found to have a distinct metabolic signature (Figures 2B and S3; Table S3): C5 signif-
icantly expressed genes related to lipid and glycan metabolism, such as PLCG2, ALOX5, PIK3C2B, ST6GALT, and MGATS; Cé was enriched
with genes of OXPHOS, TCA cycle, and FAO, as well as genes related to nucleotide interconversion (RRM1, RRM2, DUT, TK1, TYMS) and
genes involved in folate metabolism (DHFR, GGH, MTHFD1 and FPGS), all contribute to cell proliferation. Macrophages were divided
into two metabolic clusters (C7 and C8), where C8 demonstrated a general upregulation of metabolic pathways compared to C7, including
OXPHOS, TCA cycle, metabolism of fructose and mannose, pyrimidine synthesis, cholesterol metabolism, and phosphatidylinositol phos-
phate metabolism (Table S3). When comparing the two clusters at the gene level, C8 significantly expressed genes related to its enriched
metabolic pathways, including apolipoproteins (APOC1, APOC2, APOE), OXPHOS genes (NDUF genes, COX genes and CYC1), and TCA
cycle genes (IDH1, MDH1, SDHA, SDHB, SDHD, and FH), while C7 expressed more IDO1, AGPAT9, SDS, and others (Table S3).

Unlike these metabolic clusters that corresponded to known immune cell types, each of the metabolic clusters C1-C4 was comprised a
mixture of T cells states, including cytotoxic, exhausted and memory (Figures 2A and 2B). This finding demonstrates that different immuno-
logical states can share metabolic similarity and vice versa. To examine if any of these clusters is associated with patient response, we quan-
tified the fraction of cells in each sample and in each metabolic cluster. We found seven clusters as significantly abundant in one of the
response groups (Figure 2C). Two of them, C2 and C3, were among the newly defined metabolic clusters, such that C2 was found to be
more abundant in non-responders (two-sided Wilcoxon rank sum p value = 0.009) and C3 was more abundant in responders (two-sided Wil-
coxon rank sum p value = 0.009). Comparing the two clusters, C2 was enriched with glycolytic genes (TPI1, PGAM1, PKM, LDHB, GPI),
OXPHOS genes from the cytochrome ¢ oxidase and NADH dehydrogenases complexes, as well as antioxidant genes such as SODT,
PRDX1, PRDX2, and PRDX3. On the other hand, C3 was characterized by a general down-regulation of metabolic genes (Table S3; Figure S3).
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Figure 2. Metabolic-based clusters of melanoma infiltrated immune cells and their association with patient response to ICI

A) Classification of CD45" cells to different types and cellular states according to Sade-Feldman et al.”’

B) Metabolic clusters of immune cells (left) and their composition by immune cell-types (right).

C) Percentage of immune cells found in metabolic clusters associated with patient response, separated by their response status. Wilcoxon rank sum test.

E) Abundance of CD8" T cells from metabolic clusters C2 and C3 in each sample by the two response groups. Wilcoxon rank sum test.

F) The predictive power for response of the metabolic score calculated as the ratio of CD8" T cells from C3 and C2 in each sample. Wilcoxon rank sum test.
G) Spearman correlation between the metabolic score of each sample vs. the predictive score suggested by our previous study.””

H) High abundance of CD8" T cells from C4 in the misclassified non-responders (left), including B2M mutated samples (right), and their response prediction
according to the immunological predictor of Sade-Feldman et al.”’

(I) The abundance of CD8" T cells from C4 in each sample colored according to the fraction of memory-activated CD8" T cells in C4 that express CD38, out of the
total number of CD8" T cells in each sample. See also Figures S3-S5, as well as Table S3.
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(D) Percentage of CD8" T cells found in metabolic clusters associated with patient response, separated by their response status. Wilcoxon rank sum test.
(
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This finding corresponds to the general downregulation of metabolic pathways seen in cell types associated with responding samples (Fig-
ure 1C). When we compared the two clusters at the level of metabolic pathways, C2 was enriched with pathways such as OXPHOS, TCA cycle,
glycolysis, and pentose phosphate pathway, while C3 had no significant enrichment of metabolic pathways (Table S3). No significant differ-
ence between baseline and post-therapy samples was detected in any of the metabolic clusters, in similar to our previous report on the
genome-wide clusters.”’ Finally, a trajectory analysis demonstrated the metabolic transition from a favorable metabolic cluster (C3), toward
an unfavorable metabolic cluster (C2), eventually reaching to cluster C6é, which has properties of terminal exhaustion’’ (Figure S4). Overall, our
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semi-supervised analysis that was focused only on metabolic genes, detected a sub-classification of known immunological T cell states, and
identified metabolic clusters and genes that were not previously associated with patient response to ICI.

A metabolic classification of CD8" T cells is predictive of patient response to ICI

Based on the high abundance of CD8" T cells in the clusters associated with patient response, and their role in recognizing tumor antigens, we
next focused our analysis on the metabolism of 6350 CD8" T cells found in this dataset.”” Examining their fraction in the clustering groups C2
and C3, we observed the same direction of association with patient response, but with a higher significance level (two-sided Wilcoxon rank
sum p value = 4.57*10~* for both clusters, Figure 2D). Notably, the two metabolic states co-existed in all samples, such that per sample, C2
was generally more abundant in non-responders (two-sided Wilcoxon rank sum p value = 6.4*10~% and C3 was more abundant in responders
(two-sided Wilcoxon rank sum p value = 5.19*107) (Figure 2E). Classifying samples as responders or non-responders based on C3/C2 ratios
achieved high predictive power (area under the curve [AUC] of receiver operating characteristic [ROC] = 0.86, n = 48; two-sided Wilcoxon rank
sum p value = 4.41*107) (Figure 2F).

In our previous study CD8" T cells were similarly clustered into two cellular states, one associated with activation and memory functions and
the other with exhaustion.”” Classifying samples based on the ratio between these immunological states achieved similar performance with
AUC = 0.87. However, the R? between the previous predictor and the current metabolic one is 0.55 (Figure 2G), suggesting that the latter
provides additional information. Indeed, a few samples that were misclassified as responders by the immunological predictor due to a
high abundance of memory and activated CD8" T cells, were correctly classified using the metabolic predictor as non-responders
(Figures 2H and S5). This set also includes non-responding samples which had a mutation in the 8, microglobulin gene, associated with im-
mune evasion (Figure 2H). From a metabolic point of view, we found that nine out of these ten misclassified non-responding samples had a
high abundance (30-70%) of CD8" T cells from cluster C4, showing a significant difference between the correctly and incorrectly classified
non-responding samples (two-sided Wilcoxon rank sum p value = 4.98*107°, Figure S5). While this metabolic cluster was not significantly
associated with patient response, we were able to identify several marker genes that significantly differentiate between memory-activated
CD8" T cells in the true responding samples and the nine samples wrongly classified as responders (Table S3). The most significantly up-regu-
lated gene in the samples wrongly classified as responders is CD38 (Figure 2I), a glycoprotein found on the cell surface of many immune cells
and converts NAD™ to cyclic ADP ribose (cADPR) and to ADP ribose (ADPR).>**® This gene is known to exert immunosuppressive effects
through multiple mechanisms, among them is the depletion of NAD" from the tumor microenvironment which impairs T cell activation
and differentiation.?” This finding therefore highlights a sub-cellular state of activated and memory CD8" T cells that expresses CD38 and
is abundant in non-responding samples. Overall, our analysis identified a highly predictive metabolic score for classifying patients according
to their response status, emphasizing the importance of cellular metabolism in determining patient response.

Metabolic programs predict response to checkpoint immunotherapy

To generalize these findings into a predictive model that can be used in other datasets, one of two approaches can be taken: in the first, clus-
tering can be performed in each given dataset. However, it would be difficult to receive the exact same clustering solution. The second
approach is to use top genes from the two clusters, thus identifying the predictive metabolic cellular states. This solution sets a challenge
in this case as the main characterization of C3 was a general down-regulation of metabolic genes. To overcome this obstacle we took a
different approach that goes beyond discrete cell clusters and identifies transcriptional metabolic programs that exist as continuous activity
programs across and within different cell clusters. This was done by applying consensus non-negative matrix factorization (cNMF),*® an
approach that performs soft clustering and assigns each cell a gene expression program with a usage value ranging between 0 and 1. We
identified ten different metabolic programs (Figure 3A, STAR Methods; Table S4), four of them are “identity programs” that are active in spe-
cific cell clusters, and the other six are “activity programs” that are active across different cell clusters (Figure 3A). Examining the association of
the activity programs with patient response, we found that two of them, P2 and Pé, are more abundant in responders and non-responders,
respectively (two-sided Wilcoxon rank sum p values = 0.075 and 5.08*107°, respectively, Figure 3B). As expected, at the single-cell level these
two metabolic programs are also related to the identified C2 and C3 clusters, such that P2 is more abundant in C3 (two-sided Wilcoxon rank
sum p value = 4.37%107"%% and P6é in C2 (p value = 8.09%107 78, Figure 3C).

To examine the robustness of these programs we analyzed an additional scRNA-seq dataset from non-small cell lung cancer patients
(NSCLC) treated with ICL.*" Similar programs were identified using this dataset, with similar association with patient response (Figure Sé;
Table S4). Focusing on these two transcriptional programs, we found that Pé is enriched with OXPHOS (hypergeometric one-sided p value =
1.9¥10719), glycolysis (p value = 3.8*107% and purine synthesis (p value = 0.005), and P2 is enriched with inositol phosphate metabolism (p
value = 0.012, Table S4, STAR Methods). Indeed, a previous report showed that high OXPHOS in a specific CD8" T cells subset is predictive
of immunotherapy resistance in melanoma |oatients.40

Intersecting the gene markers of P2 and Pé between the two datasets, we assembled a narrowed list of the top metabolic markers (STAR
Methods, Table S4). Following a robustness analysis (STAR Methods), we converged on the top 6 markers in each program. The first, P2, that
we termed “Metabolic state A" contains GSTK1, DGKA, LDHB, MGAT4A, NMRK1, and APRT. The second, Pé, that we termed “Metabolic
state B” contains PKM, ENO1, COX5A, COX6B1, NDUFB3, and COX8A. While the second group clearly points to activation of glycolysis
and OXPHQOS, the first contains genes that are active across different metabolic pathways. However, we noticed that most exert known pro-
tective effect. Specifically, GSTK1 is a glutathione S-transferase that plays a role in cellular detoxification by conjugating reduced glutathione
to electrophilic substrates.*"*? LDHB converts lactate to pyruvate and by that reduces the acidity of the environment.**** DGK deficient mice
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Figure 3. Metabolic programs predict response to checkpoint immunotherapy

(A) 10 metabolic programs obtained using cNMF.?

(B) Distribution of the mean usage values in programs P2 and Pé, separated by the samples’ response status. Wilcoxon rank sum test.

(C) The usage of programs P2 and Pé in the single-cell level of metabolic clusters C2 and C3. Wilcoxon rank sum test.

(D) The association of DGKA (as marker of program P2) with overall survival in melanoma®” (n = 32). Logrank test.

(E) The association of DGKA, as well as the glycolytic genes PKM and ENOT1 (as markers of program P6) with progression free survival in triple-negative breast
cancer’' (TNBC, n = 8). Logrank test.

(F) Classification of CD8" T cells into major immunological cellular states, as previously determined”” (left) and into major metabolic states (right) according to the
top selected markers of each metabolic program.

(G) Spearman correlation between the metabolic score calculated as the ratio of CD8" T cells from metabolic states A and B in each sample vs. the predictive

score suggested by Sade-Feldman et al.”” Abbreviations: R = Responders, NR = Non-responders. See also Figure S6 and Table S4.

were shown to contain fewer antigen specific memory CD8" T cells after LCMV infection,”” and NMRK1 synthesizes NAD* which is an impor-
tant factor for T cell activation and differentiation.”® MGAT4A is an N-acetylglucosaminyltransferase which attaches N-acetylglucosamine
(GIeNAC) to the nitrogen atom of an asparagine side-chain, thus playing a crucial role in the regulation of many intracellular and extracellular
functions.””*“® It was also found to be differentially expressed in CD4* and CD8* tumor infiltrating memory T cells in melanoma patients.”” In
hepatocellular carcinoma patients (HCC), it was found to be downregulated in PD1M9" tumor infiltrating CD8" T cells compared to
pD1intermediate CH8* T cells. ™ Here, we found that MGAT4A is differentially expressed in CD8" T cells from samples of responding melanoma
patients (Figure 1F). Lastly, APRT is part of the nucleotide salvage pathway that converts adenine to AMP, and thus may contribute to cell
proliferation. Examining the association of these genes with patient survival, we found that the expression of some of them clearly separates
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Figure 4. The predictive power of metabolic states across different datasets and cancer types in biopsies and blood samples

(A) The performance of the metabolic predictor in melanoma (n = 48).

29

ROC and the corresponding AUC achieved by the metabolic score are shown on the right;

Distribution of the metabolic score in responders and non-responders in the different time points is shown on the left (n = 19 and 29 for pre and post treatment,

respectively). Wilcoxon rank sum test.

(B) The performance of the metabolic predictor in NSCLC (n = 57, only post treatment samples).’” ROC and the corresponding AUC achieved by the metabolic
score are shown on the right; distribution of the metabolic score in responders and non-responders is shown on the left. Wilcoxon rank sum test.
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Figure 4. Continued

(C) The performance of the metabolic predictor in triple negative breast cancer (TNBC, n = 13).”' ROC and the corresponding AUC achieved by the metabolic
score are shown on the right; distribution of the metabolic score in responders and non-responders in the different time points is shown on the left (n = 8 and 5 for
pre and post treatment, respectively). Wilcoxon rank sum test.

(D) The metabolic states in four datasets including only non-responding patients from three studies, spanning melanoma®®*? (n=5,3 respectively) and MCC> (n=1).
(E) The performance of the metabolic predictor in breast cancer samples having annotations for clonal expansion (n = 28).>* ROC and the corresponding AUC
achieved by the metabolic score are shown on the right; distribution of the metabolic score for the two annotated groups in the different time points is shown on
the left (n = 14 and 14 for pre and post treatment, respectively). Wilcoxon rank sum test.

(F) The performance of the metabolic predictor in breast cancer dataset annotated by environmental exhaustion state (n = 14).>° ROC and the corresponding
AUC achieved by the metabolic score are shown on the right; distribution of the metabolic score for the different annotated groups is shown on the left.
Wilcoxon rank sum test.

(G) A shift in the metabolic states of CD8" T cells in tumor samples and their matched blood samples taken from non-responding patients with TNBC®' (8 pairs of
tumor and their matched blood samples, with additional 6 unpaired blood samples), melanoma®®>” (5 and 3 pairs, respectively), and MCC>® (1 pair). Wilcoxon
rank sum test.

(H) Similar metabolic states of CD8" T cells in blood samples (n = 14) and tumor samples (n = 6) of a single complete pathological responder having NSCLC.*”
(1) Similar metabolic states of CD8* T cells in blood samples of responding and non-responding patients having TNBC® (n = 22) (left) and cutaneous and ocular
melanoma”’ (n = 16) (right). Wilcoxon rank sum test. Abbreviations: R = Responders, NR = Non-responders, MPR = Major pathological response, SD = Stable
disease, PR = Partial response, PD = Progressive disease, CR = Complete response, E = Clonal expansion, NE = No (or low) clonal expansion, TME = Tumor
microenvironment. See also Figures S7-11, as well as Tables ST and S4.

between patients, though the difference was not significant after correction for multiple hypotheses due to a relatively small sample size. We
found that the expression of DGKA in CD8" T cells is associated with a longer overall survival in melanoma®” (adjusted log rank p value = 0.242,
Figure 3D) and a longer progression free survival (PFS) in triple-negative breast cancer (TNBC)*' (adjusted log rank p value = 0.06, Figure 3E).
On the other hand, PKM and ENO1 were associated with shorter PFS in TNBC®' (adjusted log rank p value = 0.124 for both genes, Figure 3E).

Based on the expression of these metabolic markers, we divided all CD8" T cells into two major groups of metabolic state A and B (Fig-
ure 3F, STAR Methods). We then classified samples as responders or non-responders based on the ratio between the number of cells asso-
ciated with either of these two metabolic states (STAR Methods). Examining the correlation between this metabolic score and that achieved
by our previous immunological one,”” we found that it explains only 47% of the variance, emphasizing the added information captured by the
metabolic classification (R? = 0.47, p value = 8.75%10°8, Figure 3G). We first tested the predictive power of this metabolic score in the
aforementioned melanoma and NSCLC datasets. In melanoma,”” our predictor achieved an AUC of 0.83 (n = 48, p value = 2%1074, Figure 4A).
A significant difference was maintained also when examining baseline and post-therapy samples separately (n = 19 and 29, p values = 0.003
and 0.036, respectively). In NSCLC containing only post-therapy samples,® our metabolic metric achieved an AUC of 0.8 (n = 57,
p value = 1.41*107*, Figure 4B). These results, as well as the sensitivity and specificity measures, were robust to a different number of top
markers (Figure S7; Table S4). Of note, shuffling the markers across single cells resulted in random results (STAR Methods), demonstrating
that the existence or absence of these genes is mostly a biological rather than a technical result (Figure S8).

To further establish the robustness of this predictor, we analyzed seven additional datasets from the public domain having scRNA-seq data
from patients treated with ICLA%>1-5% |n 3 TNBC dataset,”’ our predictor achieved an AUC of 0.88 (n = 13, p value = 0.03, Figure 4C). In three
melanoma datasets (n = 8) and one MCC dataset (n = 1), all with only non-responding |oatients,40'52'53 our predictor correctly classified all
samples showing a greater number of CD8" T cells found in metabolic state B (Figure 4D). Importantly, our results remained significant
also when separating patients according to the different ICl treatments (Figure S9). Next, we applied our predictor to a dataset of HER2 pos-
itive and TNBC patients annotated with a clonal expansion phenotype.” We found that samples enriched with metabolic state A are more
abundant where no (or low) T cell expansion was observed, while metabolic state B was more abundant in samples with high clonal expansion
(AUC = 0.86, n = 28, p value = 0.001, Figure 4E). This significant trend was observed also when examining baseline and post-therapy samples
separately (n = 14 and 14, p values = 0.028 and 0.02, respectively, Figure 4E). These findings are in agreement with the authors’ original find-
ings that low clonal expansion is enriched in cells with a memory phenotype (TCF7*, GZMK"), while clonal expansion is enriched with cells
expressing exhaustion markers (HAVCR2, LAG3, Figure S10). They also coincide with a study in melanoma patients showing that highly
expanded clonotype families were distributed predominantly in cells with exhausted phenotype having decreased diversity of T cell receptors
(TCRs).*

Finally, we applied our predictor to a dataset containing mostly treatment-naive breast cancer patients having a classification for ex-
hausted and non-exhausted TME provided by the authors.” This classification is based on the presence or absence of PD1"9"/CTLA4M 9"/
€D38M9h T cells. Our predictor achieved an AUC of 0.92 and significantly differentiated between these two tumor environmental states
(n =14, p value = 0.009, Figure 4F). Importantly, our metabolic predictor outperformed the predictor based on immunological cellular states®
in all three breast cancer datasets analyzed in this study,”">*°° further demonstrating its importance (STAR Methods, Figure S11).

The metabolic states of blood peripheral CD8" T cells are non-predictive of patient response

Applying our metabolic classification to CD8" T cells from blood samples of seven different datasets,*”*>'=*" spanning melanoma,
NSCLC, TNBC, and MCC, we found that CD8" T cells in the blood are mostly found in metabolic state A, both in responders and non-re-
sponders. This finding corresponds with their general naive-bystander phenotype and lack of checkpoint genes expression. A shift in the

metabolic states of CD8" T cells reflects this finding when comparing tumor samples and their matched blood samples taken from
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non-responding patients with melanoma, TNBC, and MCC"*'=>* (Figure 4G). Measuring the metabolic score in blood samples taken at
different time points from an NSCLC patient experiencing a complete pathological response,®” we observed similar ranges of scores as
seen in blood samples of non-responding patients (Figure 4H). We also could not identify significant differences between the metabolic
scores obtained from blood samples of responding and non-responding TNBC patients,”’ as well as cutaneous and ocular melanoma pa-
tients” (Figure 41). These findings demonstrate that the metabolic state of CD8" T cells is mainly predictive within the TME and emphasize
the challenge of identifying reliable blood-based biomarkers.

A metabolically distinct macrophage cluster in an acquired resistance patient

Clustering the immune cells using the metabolic genes subdivided the original macrophages/monocytes cluster into two metabolic clusters,
C7 and C8 (Figure 2B). While all the metabolic clusters were evenly distributed across samples, 82% of the cells associated with C8 were of two
specific biopsies (73% and 9%, respectively) from a patient developed acquired resistance following therapy”” (Figure 5A). Considering known
macrophages markers, we found that C7 cells have a higher expression of the RNA editing enzyme APOBEC3A and of interferon related
genes such as IFITM1, ISG20, IFI44L and IDO1 (Table S3; Figure S12), typical to the pro-inflammatory classic macrophages and interferon-
primed macrophages.”®? C8 cells have a higher expression of metallothionein genes such as MT1F, MT1X, MT1E and MT1G, corresponding
to the alternatively activated anti-inflammatory macrophages,’ together with lipid-related genes (APOE, APOC1, ACP5 and FABP5) corre-
sponding to lipid-associated macrophages having canonical M2-like pathways.”®“'“® Focusing on C8 that was highly enriched in the ac-
quired resistance patient, we found a high expression of several genes in the heme degradation pathway. These include, HMOX1,
HMOX2, BLVRA, and BLVRB (Table S3; Figure S12). Interestingly, it was previously shown in vitro and in animal models that HMOX1 is involved
inthe polarization of macrophages into the alternative M2-like phenotype.®* Here, we identify these genes in this unique patient, suggesting a
potential mechanism of resistance to ICl, and highlighting metabolic drug targets for enhancing treatment response.

We next analyzed the corresponding tumor sample of this patient, and compared it to 5 additional tumor samples available in this dataset
that lack the M2-like signatureé’5 (Figure 5B, STAR Methods). We found a significant increase in the expression of CSF1, CCL2, and VEGFA
(Fisher's exact test p values = 4.1 8*10772, 1.04*10~%?, and 5.78*10~¢%, respectively), all are tumor-derived factors associated with recruitment
of macrophages to the TME and their polarization to the M2-like phenotype®*®’ (Figure 5B; Table S5). In addition, we identified a significantly
higher expression of HIF1A (p value = 2.9¥10~*%) which is known to induce VEGFA secretion.®® Considering the metabolic activity of this tumor
sample, we found a significantly higher expression of fructose and mannose metabolism (hypergeometric one-sided p value = 0.027) and
aminosugar metabolism (p value = 0.027, Figure 5C; Table S5, STAR Methods). This tumor also differentially expressed 50% of the genes
related to glycolysis and additional genes related to sugar-uptake such as GLUT1 (SLC2AT) and GLUT3 (SLC2A3), compared to a maximum
of 2 glycolytic genes in all other tumors (Figure 5B; Table S5). In addition, we observed a high expression of LDHA in all of these tumor cells,
and of MCT4 (SLC16A3), an enzyme catalyzing the secretion of lactate, in 84% of the cells (Figure 5B; Table S5). This finding coincides with
previous reports regarding the role of lactate in inducing the polarization of macrophages toward the pro-tumorigenic M2-like pheno-
type.®”’% Overall, our findings highlight a specific mechanism of resistance involving a tumor with high activation of sugar-related pathways
and its association with anti-inflammatory macrophages, which may be controlled, at least in part, by metabolic genes.

DISCUSSION

In this study, we utilized scRNA-seq data and performed an in-depth transcriptomic characterization of the metabolic changes that occur in
immune cells found in the TME of patients treated with ICI. We found a general up-regulation of the metabolic activity in cell types associated
with non-responding samples such as exhausted cycling cells, dendritic cells, and macrophages. On the other hand, we observed a general
metabolic down-regulation in cell types associated with responding samples such as B cells and memory T cells. Re-clustering the data based
on metabolic genes uncovered novel metabolic clusters associated with patient response, each is a mix of different known immunological
cellular states. These clusters demonstrate that different immunological states can share metabolic similarity, while similar immunological
states can vary in their metabolic properties. With more data becoming available, the transition between these metabolic states can be stud-
ied using TCR sequencing. Furthermore, we detected continuous metabolic programs with different activity levels across CD8" T cells. Uti-
lizing the top genes of two key programs, we were able to accurately classify patients by their response status across various cancer types,
including melanoma, MCC, lung, and breast cancers. Finally, we found that CD8" T cells in blood samples are mostly found in a single meta-
bolic state, regardless of their response status.

An unsupervised analysis of scRNA-seq data typically includes the investigation of all genes passing a set of quality control criteria. This
type of analysis naturally highlights the most significant signals found in the data. However, at the same time, it might miss important changes
that are weaker and are lost due to multiple hypothesis correction. While this study is a re-analysis of published data, our semi-supervised
analysis which was focused on the well-defined biological process of cellular metabolism, was able to uncover significant changes associated
with patient response that were not detected in the previous genome-wide analyses done by us and others. We believe that these discoveries
were made possible due to the importance of metabolism in immune cells function and interaction with tumor and other cells in the TME.

By identifying metabolic programs with various activity levels across cells, we were able to suggest a sub-classification of CD8" T cells that
is predictive of patient response in different cancer types. Importantly, this metabolic-based classification provides additional information not
captured by our original classification that was based on the ratio between the number of cells found in an activation\memory vs. exhausted
cellular state.”” This was found to be specifically crucial in breast cancer where the metabolic predictor achieved significantly improved results.
It is therefore plausible that other cellular processes can form additional sub-classifications that will be predictive of patient response.
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Figure 5. A metabolically distinct macrophage cluster in an acquired resistance patient
(A) Three biopsies obtained by a single acquired resistance patient (P28),”” with two biopsies containing 73% and 9% respectively of the cells related to metabolic
cluster C8.

(B) Six samples of CD45~ malignant cells®®

and selected differentially expressed genes in the tumor sample of the resistant patient.
(C) Metabolic score of sugar-related pathways across the different tumor samples. See also Figure S12 and Table S5.

Metabolism of immune cells has been widely studied, though mainly in vitro and in animal models. To the best of our knowledge, this is the
first study that metabolically analyzed immune cells from cancer patients treated with ICl, supporting the importance of metabolic processes
in determining patient response to therapy across different cancer types. Taken together, the increase in clinically annotated data of patients
treated with ICl, and the accumulation of additional single-cell omics-data, is expected to significantly advance our understanding of immune
cell metabolism and its role in patient response to ICI.

Limitations of the study

In order to fully understand cellular metabolic changes and aid biomarker identification, single-cell proteomic and metabolomic data should
be collected and analyzed as well. While these technologies are rapidly advancing, they have not yet reached the scale of transcriptomic
data.”"""® Moreover, functional studies are required to determine the causal effects of metabolic changes on tumor and immune cellular
states. In addition, since metabolism is a central process in all living cells, the set of metabolic marker genes found as predictive in our analysis,
is also expressed in tumor cells (Figures S13 andS14). This makes it challenging to use bulk RNA-seq data for validation purposes.

10 iScience 26, 108188, November 17, 2023



iScience ¢? CellPress
OPEN ACCESS

Nonetheless, our findings provide an improved understanding of immune cell metabolism in the TME of ICl treated patients. Furthermore,
the highlighted genes might be used for modifying T cell function through co-engineering strategies, thus improving T cells’ metabolic fitness
and augmenting tumor control of T cell therapies.”* Finally, more data have to be collected in order to address potential links between blood-
based metabolic biomarkers and the metabolic landscape of the TME. This could also include a possible connection between the predictive
value of serum LDH levels,””’? and the secretion of lactate into the TME, which was discussed here as a plausible factor related to an acquired

ICl-resistance.
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REAGENT or RESOURCE

SOURCE

IDENTIFIER

Deposited data

Single-cell RNA sequencing data - Melanoma
Single-cell RNA sequencing data - NSCLC
Single-cell RNA sequencing data - TNBC
Single-cell RNA sequencing data - BC
Single-cell RNA sequencing data - BC
Single-cell RNA sequencing data - Melanoma
Single-cell RNA sequencing data - Melanoma
Single-cell RNA sequencing data - Melanoma
Single-cell RNA sequencing data - MCC

Single-cell RNA sequencing data - Melanoma

Sade-Feldman et al.”’

Caushi et al.*”

Zhang et al.”’

Bassez et al.”*

Tietscher et al.”

Lietal.”®

Lietal.*®

Pauken et al.>?

Paulson et al.>”

Wen et al.”’

GEO: GSE120575

GEO: GSE176021

GEO: GSE169246
https://lambrechtslab.sites.vib.be/en
ArrayExpress: E-MTAB-10607

GEO: GSE138720

GEO: GSE153098

GEO: GSE159251

GEO: GSE118056

GEO: GSE164237

Software and algorithms

Python version 3.8.8
Scanpy version 1.8.2
Leiden clustering algorithm
tSNE

cNMF version 1.3.2

R version 4.1.1

InferCNV version 1.2.1
Monocle3 version 1.0.0

Deep Count Auto-encoder (DCA) version 0.3.4

Python Software Foundation
Wolf et al.®*

Traag et al.**

Maaten and Hinton®
Kotliar et al.*®

R Core Team®®

Tickle et al.?’

Cao et al.®®

Eraslan et al.®®

https://www.python.org/
https://github.com/scverse/scanpy
https://github.com/vtraag/leidenalg
https://lvdmaaten.github.io/tsne/
https://github.com/dylkot/cNMF
https://www.r-project.org/
https://github.com/broadinstitute/infercnv
https://cole-trapnell-lab.github.io/monocle3/
https://github.com/theislab/dca

RESOURCE AVAILABILITY
Lead contact

Further information and requests for resources should be directed to and will be fulfilled by the lead contact, Keren Yizhak (kyizhak@technion.

ac.il).

Materials availability

This study did not generate new unique reagents.

Data and code availability

e This paper analyzes existing, publicly available data. These accession numbers for the datasets are listed in the key resources table and

are summarized in Table S1.

e This paper does not report original code.

e Any additional information required to reanalyze the data reported in this paper is available from the lead contact upon request.

METHOD DETAILS

Single-cell RNA-seq datasets and preprocessing

We used 10 scRNA-seq datasets,””*7*%>1=5%°7 with six of them containing tumor biopsies with their matched blood samples, three with only
tumor biopsies, and one dataset containing only blood samples (Table S1). Expression levels for the single smart-seg2 dataset that we have
previously published”” were quantified as transcripts per million (TPM). All other datasets were droplet-based and contained read counts.
Expression levels in these cases were first normalized to a standard sum of 10,000 reads per cell, and then log transformed as follows:
log,(normalized_counts + 1). It should be noted though that the per-cell read coverage in these datasets is larger than 10,000. Only samples
with defined clinical annotations (response or clonal expansion) were included in the analysis. Furthermore, we considered only patients that
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were treated with either ICl or a combination of ICl and chemo, as well as a single Merkel cell carcinoma patient that was treated with a com-
bination of T cell therapy and ICI.>* Our analysis also included a pair of patients having ocular melanoma.”’ The first received a combination of
ICl and Indoximod, while the second was administered a combination of ICI, radiotherapy and microwave ablation. We also used a dataset of
a non-ICl cohort containing mostly treatment-naive patients having annotations for exhausted and-non exhausted TME provided by the au-
thors™ (Table S1).

Metabolic genes and metabolic pathways scores

The set of metabolic genes and pathways used in the analysis is based on the Recon 2 metabolic reconstruction.”® We used the set of 1689
metabolic genes that were expressed in Sade-Feldman et al.”? (Table 52). The glycolysis pathway as defined in Recon 2 is composed of 78
genes and includes also the gluconeogenesis-related genes. Therefore, to specifically study glycolysis in our analysis, we defined a “Glycol-
ysis” pathway which includes only 20 central genes (Table S2). To compute a metabolic pathway score for each pathway in every single cell, we
calculated for every cell the amount of expressed genes related to each metabolic pathway, out of the total number of genes in that pathway,
yielding a continuous ratio between 0 and 1 for each pathway in each cell. Specifically, for each metabolic pathway K, the metabolic pathway
score of a single cell was calculated such that:
> is_expressed(gene;)

j=1

Py

ng

Where is_expressed : x—{0, 1} and defined as:

1 iflog,(x+1)>2.5

is-expressed(x) = { 0 iflog,(x+1) <25

x is the expression level in TPM units, ny is the total number of genes in metabolic pathway K, and the sum is applied on all of the genes
such that gene;j e pathway.

Metabolic pathway activity and its association with patient response

In order to characterize the metabolic activity of different cell types, we averaged the metabolic pathway scores described above across all
cells of each immune cell type. We also ranked the general activity of each metabolic pathway by the mean score of that pathway across all
single cells.

To identify metabolic genes that are differentially expressed between responding and non-responding samples, we calculated for every
sample the percentage of cells expressing that gene in the two response groups. We included only genes with median expression fraction
higher than 5% across all samples and conducted a two-sided Wilcoxon rank sum test between the two groups. We then corrected the ob-
tained P-values for multiple hypothesis using the Benjamini-Hochberg false discovery rate.?® We considered corrected P-values < 0.05 as sig-
nificant and repeated that process focusing only on CD8" T cells (Table S3). To identify metabolic pathways that are differentially expressed
between responding and non-responding samples, we calculated the mean score of each metabolic pathway in each sample and repeated
the statistical analysis described above. We conducted this analysis using all cell types and CD8" T cells separately (Table S3).

Dimensionality reduction and unsupervised metabolic clustering of immune cells

Principle component analysis (PCA) was applied to all CD45* cells in Sade-Feldman et al.,”? using 3580 metabolic genes obtained from Recon
3D (Table S2). The top 50 components obtained by the PCA were used for the downstream t-distributed stochastic neighbor embedding
(tSNE)® with Scanpy's™ default perplexity parameter of 30, learning rate of 1,000 and the Euclidean distance metric. The reason we used
Recon 3D genes here is that they also contain signaling and regulatory genes, generating a more clear 2D visualization. Importantly, the
tSNE algorithm was used only for visualization and was not part of the clustering analysis described below.

To identify cell clusters based on metabolic processes we used Scanpy’s neighbors function with 1689 metabolic enzymes from Recon 2%,
and generated the K nearest-neighbors (KNN) graph. We then applied the Leiden algorithm® with the default parameters implemented in
Scanpy, yielding 10 different metabolic clusters of immune cells (Table S3). To identify metabolic clusters that are significantly associated with
patient response, we calculated for every metabolic cluster the fraction of cells assigned to that cluster in every sample. We then conducted a
two-sided Wilcoxon rank sum test between these fractions in responders and non-responders. This process was done for each metabolic clus-
ter and corrected for multiple hypothesis using the Benjamini-Hochberg false discovery rate.®® Adjusted P-values < 0.05 were considered as
significant. We repeated this analysis separately for the set of CD8" T cells.

Trajectory analysis of metabolic clusters

We conducted trajectory analysis using Monocle3 pseudo-time analysis® (https://github.com/cole-trapnell-lab/monocle3), applied on the
set of metabolic genes as an input (Figure S4). This analysis was done for the five central adjacent metabolic clusters identified by our analysis,

i.e. clusters C1-4, Cé.
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Differential expression analysis

In order to identify differentially expressed genes between two groups G; and G, we first considered only genes that are expressed
(log,(TPM +1) >2.5) in more than 10% of the cells, in at least one cluster. Following, for each gene i we count the number of cells in Gj
and Gy that express it with an expression level (log,(TPM + 1) >2.5) or (log,(TPM + 1) < 2.5). We then applied Fisher's Exact test for the cor-
responding 2x2 contingency table. Significant genes were those with an adjusted P-value < 0.05 after correcting for multiple hypothesis using
the Benjamini-Hochberg false discovery rate® and log, (FoldChange) >0.5. The set of differentially expressed genes in each cluster is listed in
Table S3. This analysis was done to identify gene markers in each cluster, comparing it to all other clusters. We repeated this analysis sepa-
rately, comparing C2 vs. C3, as well as C7 vs. C8.

Identifying metabolic programs

To identify metabolic programs we applied cNMF*® on the raw counts matrix of the melanoma dataset by Sade-Feldman et al.,”” with the set
of 1689 metabolic genes. We filtered out immune cells with total of zero counts and neglected metabolic genes that were expressed in less
than three cells. We used 200 NMF replicates for each K and tested the results for K = 5,...,20. Considering the error and stability values for
each K, we selected K = 13 as the optimal solution. Further reviewing this solution, we filtered out three programs that were active (considering
the max usage value) in less than 0.5% of the cells, leaving us with 10 metabolic programs overall. The same process was applied to the NSCLC
dataset,” obtaining a final set of six programs. Normalized usage values and gene ranks for each program are summarized in Table S4. To
identify metabolic programs that significantly differentiate between responding and non-responding samples, we first calculated the mean
usage of each program across all CD8" T cells within each sample, while excluding programs having median of the mean usage lower than 0.1
across all samples. We performed a two-sided Wilcoxon rank sum test using the mean usage value of all CD8" T cells within each sample. This
process was done for each metabolic program separately and P-values were adjusted using the Benjamini-Hochberg false discovery rate.®
We considered adjusted P-values < 0.1 as significant for the melanoma dataset, and P-values < 0.15 as significant for the NSCLC dataset. For
the melanoma dataset, this process yielded two significant programs (P2 and Pé). For the NSCLC dataset, this process resulted with three
significant programs (P2, P4 and Pé), with the last two having 66% and 33% overlap with the melanoma programs P6 and P2, respectively,
considering the top 100 genes in each program.

Pathway enrichment analysis

To identify enriched metabolic pathways, we applied a hypergeometric test for each metabolic pathway using the following probability mass

function:
n\ (M-n
p(x,M,n,N) = W

Where M is the effective domain size of all of the 1689 metabolic genes, N is the number of genes in the tested list of genes, n is the total
number of genes associated with each metabolic pathway, and x is the number of genes from the tested metabolic pathway found in the
tested list of genes. We calculated one-sided P-value for every metabolic pathway using:

1 — hypergeom.cdf(x — 1,M,n, N)

Where hypergeom.cdf is the hypergeometric cumulative distribution function implemented by Scipy package version 1.6.2 in Python. We
corrected multiple hypothesis using the Benjamini-Hochberg false discovery rate®® and considered pathways with adjusted P-value < 0.05 as
significant.

This analysis was done using the lists of the differentially expressed genes of metabolic clusters C2, C3, C7 and C8, and is described in
Table S3. To identify enriched metabolic pathways in P2 and Pé of the melanoma dataset,”” we applied this hypergeometric test for each
metabolic pathway using the top 100 genes associated with each program, with N = 100 accordingly. The results of this analysis are summa-
rized in Table S4.

Identification of CD8™ T cells

In our previously published melanoma dataset we used the original classification of CD8" T cells that was based both on gene markers and
manual curation.”” In all of the other public datasets we used a stringent criteria such that a CD8" T cell must express PTPRC (CD45), CD3E and
CDB8A or CD8B, and cannot express either NCR1, NCAM1 or FOXP3.’ For these datasets a gene was considered as “expressed” if
log,(normalized_counts +1) > 1, and “not expressed” otherwise. In all breast cancer datasets of Bassez et al.,”" Zhang et al.,”' and Tietscher
etal.,>
dataset of Caushi et al.,*” we extracted CD8" T cells out of all of the sequenced cells as they went through CD3 positive cell filtration by flow

cytometry. In the melanoma datasets of Li et al.,*” Pauken et al.”” and Wen et al.,”” we extracted CD8" T cells out of all of the sequenced cells

we did this process only after focusing on T cells according to the original cell type classification provided by the authors. In the NSCLC

as they went through CD8 positive filtration by flow cytometry. Finally, for the Merkel Cell Carcinoma dataset of Paulson et al.,> we extracted
CD8" T cells out of all unsorted sequenced cells.
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Testing data imputation for the selection of CD8" T cells

Using a Deep Count Auto-encoder (DCA) for data imputation implemented in Scanpy,® we first fitted a density curve to the log2-trans-

formed imputed CD8A expression values of all cells from all samples, using the optimize.curve_fit() function implemented by the Scipy library
in Python. We then used the expression cut-off according to Caushi et al.*”: “as the trough of the bimodal density curve (that is, the first loca-
tion where the first derivative is zero and the second derivative is positive)”.

An example of the bimodal distribution fitted to the imputed CD8A expression in the metastatic melanoma dataset by Sade-Feldman
et al.?’ is displayed in Figure 515, including the imputed expression threshold (blue dashed line).

We used the imputed expression threshold of CD8A for the selection of CD8" T cells as was done by Caushi et al.*” In Figure S16, we show
the selected CD8" T cells according to our stringent inclusion criteria conducted using the non-imputed expression matrix vs. the selection
using the imputed expression matrix, including various non-CD8 markers for reference. Setting higher thresholds for the imputed expression
of CD8A, still resulted with CD8" T cells having non-CD8 markers.

Reconstruction of the metabolic predictor

To reconstruct the metabolic predictor, we considered the two programs that were significantly associated with patient response and had a
large overlap between the melanoma and NSCLC datasets.””*” In each dataset, genes of the two programs were first ranked according to
their usage value. We then calculated the joint rank for the respective programs in both datasets and removed the single gene in each pro-
gram that corresponded to a housekeeping gene (RPL14 and GAPDH). We eventually selected the top K genes within each program for the
reconstruction of the metabolic predictor (Table S4). We scored each CD8" T cell based on the number of expressed genes out of the K '‘Meta-
bolic state A" markers and the K'Metabolic state B markers, yielding two scores for each CD8" T cell. Then, each CD8" T cell was classified as
A or B based on the majority vote of the two scores: Ngtate_a_markers = Nstate_B_markers TOT A, and Nstate_A_markers < Nstate_B_markers TOr B. Finally, we
computed a score per sample by taking the ratio between the number of cells classified as belonging to ‘Metabolic state A" and those
belonging to ‘Metabolic state B'. CD8" T cells demonstrating an expression of zero markers from both lists of markers were excluded
from this analysis. Samples with a ratio > 1 were classified as responders, and those with a ratio < 1 were classified as non-responders.
We performed this process on several datasets containing both response groups®”>”>'°>> for different values of K, ranging 3,...,25. For
each K we calculated the Receiver Operating Curve (ROC) and the Area Under the Curve (AUC) score, as well as the sensitivity and specificity
measures. Best results were achieved for K = 5,6 (Figure S7; Table S4). For simplicity, we selected K = 6 for all downstream analysis. A two-
sided Wilcoxon rank sum test was used to calculate the P-value for the performance of the predictor, comparing the metabolic ratio score
between true responders and non-responders. For the dataset of Bassez et al.,** we conducted this statistical test for the performance of
the predictor between samples undergone clonal expansion and those with no (or low) clonal expansion. For the dataset of Tietscher
et al.,”> we compared between samples defined with exhausted TME and those with non-exhausted TME, provided by the authors.

Testing a possible influence of dropouts on the presence of the selected metabolic markers
Two different approaches were taken in order to address a possible influence of dropouts on the presence of the metabolic markers selected
in this study.

In the first, we used the imputed expression values of each metabolic marker in every CD8" T cell. Several markers (out of the chosen 12)
didn’t demonstrate a bimodal density curve of their imputed expression values, making it not trivial to point a certain threshold of expression
in their unimodal representation (Figure S17). In a case where a marker had a unimodal representation, the threshold was determined based
on visual inspection and empirical considerations. The performance of our predictor using the imputed expression values is demonstrated in
Figure S18.

For the second approach, we used the non-imputed data and randomly shuffled the expression of the metabolic markers across all CD8*
T cells in two ways:

a. We first permutated all of the metabolic markers, where each marker was shuffled separately across the cells.
b. We permutated the entire vector of markers across the cells where the vector of markers itself remained intact within each single-cell.

The purpose of this experiment is to show that the lack of marker expression in a given cell, is mostly a biological rather than a technical
phenomenon (Figure S8).

Survival analysis

Two datasets in our analysis contained survival data.””°" For these two, we performed survival analysis examining whether any of the 12 genes
used by our predictor are significantly associated with patient survival. As described above, only the set of CD8" T cells was used in this anal-
ysis. For the melanoma dataset,”” in cases where more than one sample was available for a single patient, we considered only the baseline
sample, yielding 32 samples from 32 patients overall. Similarly, for the TNBC dataset' we considered only samples at baseline, yielding 8
samples overall. For each sample we first computed the mean expression of each gene across all of the associated CD8" T cells. We then
split the samples into two groups using the median gene expression value, and conducted logrank test between the two groups. P-values
were corrected for multiple hypothesis using the Benjamini-Hochberg false discovery rate.® This process was conducted in each group of
six markers (for metabolic states A and B) separately.
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Application of the cellular states predictor

For each one of the three breast cancer datasets utilized in this study,”’ "> we calculated for each CD8" T cell identified by the pipeline
described above, the fraction of the expressed memory-activated markers and that of the exhaustion markers provided by Sade-Feldman
et al.?” We then classified each CD8" T cell into one of two cellular states: memory-activated or exhausted, according to the higher fraction
of expressed markers. For each sample we calculated the ratio of CD8" T cells from these two cellular states and examined the predictive
power of this ratio, predicting samples as responders if the ratio of memory-activated/exhausted CD8" T cells was higher than 1, and the

opposite for classification for negative response (Figure S11).

Melanoma tumor analysis

We utilized seven CD45™ samples from 6 patients available in the melanoma dataset.®” To identify the malignant cells we applied InferCNV®’
(https://github.com/broadinstitute/inferCNV/) using R software,®® and marked those showing copy number variation patterns. We found that
all samples had more than 350 malignant cells (out of 384 sequenced cells) except for P5 which had only 24 malignant cells and P28_2 which
had only one malignant cell and therefore was combined with the malignant cells from her other available sample. We normalized the TPM
matrix as described above and focused on the previously described 1689 metabolic genes. Differentially expressed genes and enriched meta-
bolic pathways were identified in each tumor according to the pipeline described above (Table S5). tSNE* was applied using the set of 1689
metabolic genes for visualization. For each cell, we scored four sugar-related metabolic pathways as described above: "Glycolysis”, “Fructose
and mannose metabolism”, “Aminosugar metabolism”, and “Galactose metabolism”.
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