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A 65-year-old man presented with diplopia. A neurologi-

cal examination revealed periorbital swelling and movement

disorder of the right eye due to abnormalities of the right

extraocular muscles. Computed tomography showed a mass-

like lesion involving the extraocular muscles in the right or-

bit (Picture 1, arrows). Upper gastrointestinal endoscopy re-

vealed a 20-mm type 2 tumor with spontaneous blood ooz-

ing in the middle thoracic esophagus (Picture 2). A biopsy

specimen revealed moderately differentiated squamous cell

carcinoma (SCC) of the esophagus (Picture 3a). A subse-

quent biopsy specimen obtained from the right eye revealed

poorly differentiated SCC (Picture 3b), which was compat-

ible with metastasis of esophageal SCC (ESCC) to the orbit.

One course of 5-fluorouracil plus cisplatin was administered;

however, the patient’s condition deteriorated rapidly, and he

ultimately received palliative care. Metastatic orbital tumors

account for only approximately 3% of all reported orbital

tumors (1). The most frequent primary site of orbital metas-

tasis is breast cancer (2), and to our knowledge, only four

cases of orbital metastasis of ESCC have been reported. In

the present case, ocular symptoms were the initial manifes-

tation of ESCC.
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