
v.- -TWO CASES OF PRIMARY INFLAMMATION OF THE 

HAIR FOLLICLES OF THE LIMBS. 

By J. Liddell, M.D., Physical! to the Harrogate Royal Bath Hospital. 

Case I.?J. R, aged 53, warehouseman, was admitted to the 

Harrogate Royal Bath Hospital on May 26, 1892, suffering from a 

pustular eruption of his arms and legs, which had begun in July 
1891. Oti admission, the skin on both legs, extending from the 
knees to the ankles, was uniformly inflamed, being of a purplish- 
red colour, infiltrated, glazed, and dry. The surface was irregular, 
due to numerous flattened papules. At the upper part of the leg 
were a score or so of small pustules, each pierced by a hair, and 
these spread upwards on each side of the patella to the thigh. The 

lower two-thirds of the leg were almost entirely denuded of hair. 
On the lower third of the thigh there were numerous pustules, each 
traversed by a hair. Extending upwards from this were inflamed 

hair follicles without pustulation, those follicles near the groin 
having merely a ring of congestion. On the forearm there were 

several small pustules similar to those on the leg. There was also 

infiltration and slight congestion of the skin, with brown pigmenta- 
tion. There was a scarcity of hairs, especially on the central part 
of the arm. Microscopic examination showed no appearance of 

trichophyton fungus. 
On each cheek, in the situation of the whisker, there was a 

depressed, shining, slightly reddened cicatrix, measuring 2| inches 
from above downwards by 1J inch across. This was bordered by a 
scanty fringe of hair. The patient stated that he had suffered for 
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several years, with intermission, from a pustular eruption of his 

cheeks, but that he had been free during the previous three years. 
It was surmised that lie had suffered from an attack of lupoid 
sycosis, fie denied having had syphilis. He was treated with the 
mineral waters and baths; also with an ointment of sulphur and 
ichthyol, and latterly with zinc glycerine jelly. Under this treat- 
ment the pustules and much of the infiltration disappeared. 
On May 4, 1893, he was again admitted. On this occasion he 

had several pustules implicating the hair follicles which surrounded 
the cicatrices on the cheeks. There were also several crusts which 
on removal showed an inflamed and hard base. Examination of 
the legs showed the skin slightly pigmented, glazed, and hard to the 
touch. There were several linear cicatrices, measuring from to 1 
inch in length. There was an almost entire absence of hair. 

Case II.?T. B., aged 38, was admitted to the Harrogate 
Royal Bath Hospital on April 13, 1893, with a pustular eruption 
of the face and arms. The chin and lower part of the cheeks had 
been affected for ten years, the arms for three years. The latter 
were studded with pustules, each penetrated by a hair, the skin 
being infiltrated, red, and scaly. He was treated with sulphur baths 
and waters, and the arms painted with zinc glycerine jelly. At 
the end of three weeks the arms were well. The face, however, 
proved very intractable. 

Remarks.?It was concluded that these patients were suffering 
from sycosis. This disease occurring in any other part of the body 
than the face is very rare. Mr Hutchison1 records a case where it 
extended over the body. Case I. is interesting, not only from the 
rarity of the situation of the disease, but also on account of the 
attack having resulted in extensive destruction of the hair follicles 
of the leg and in cicatrisation, thus producing a condition similar to 
that caused by lupoid sycosis. It was seen on the second occasion 
upon which the patient came under observation that the disease on 
the face was undoubtedly lupoid sycosis. 

1 Archives of Surgery, vol. i., page 263. 


