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Data Visualization

During the pandemic, the number of marriages performed in 
the United States declined across most states (Westrick-Payne 
and Manning 2022; Westrick-Payne, Manning, and Carlson 
2022). Although the disparate effects of the pandemic on mar-
riage counts across the United States are evident, these trends 
largely reflect the experiences of different-sex couples given 
the small share of marriages of same-sex couples relative to 
different-sex couples. To examine whether the change in mar-
riages during the pandemic is the same for same-sex and dif-
ferent-sex couples, we calculated ratios (2020 marriage count 
divided by 2019 marriage count) for 13 states, disaggregating 
marriages among same-sex couples from those among differ-
ent-sex couples. The 13 states used for this analysis are the 
only states in which administrative counts of marriages among 
same-sex couples were available for 2019 and 2020. The ratio-
nale for our method and details about the data are provided in 
the Supplement.

Marriage Counts

Figure 1 shows that the pattern of marriages for same-sex 
couples was split, with six states displaying increases from 
2019 to 2020 (Idaho, Iowa, Maine, Washington, Colorado, 

and West Virginia) and seven states experiencing decreases 
(South Carolina, Georgia, Oregon, New Hampshire, Alaska, 
Michigan, and Hawaii). The ratios of marriages between 
2019 and 2020 among same-sex couples ranged from 0.48 
(Hawaii) to 1.74 (Idaho). The decline in Hawaii was most 
likely due to travel restrictions. In contrast, a clearer pattern 
emerged for different-sex couples, with a decline in mar-
riages between 2019 and 2020 across all 13 states, with ratios 
ranging from 0.52 (Hawaii) to 0.99 (Idaho). For 11 of the 
states (Idaho, Iowa, Maine, Washington, Colorado, West 
Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Oregon, Alaska, and 
Michigan) the 2019 and 2020 ratio of marriages for same-sex 
couples was higher than the ratio for different-sex couples. 
Thus, in only two states were the 2019 and 2020 ratios of 
marriages of same-sex couples smaller than the ratios of 
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Abstract
Most states experienced declines in marriages during the pandemic, with variation across states. Given that marriages 
to same-sex couples make up a small share of total marriages, these trends are overwhelmingly representative of 
marriages of different-sex couples. To test if the decline observed among marriages of different-sex couples is also 
observed among marriages of same-sex couples, the authors calculated ratios (2020 marriage count divided by 2019 
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the only states in which same-sex marriage administrative data were available. The results reveal disparate effects of 
the pandemic on marriage counts for same-sex and different-sex couples. For 11 of the states examined, marriages of 
same-sex couples either did not decline or declined less than marriages of different-sex couples. Further investigation 
is warranted as more state-level data on same-sex marriage become available.
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marriages of different-sex couples (New Hampshire and 
Hawaii).

Implications

The present findings are consistent with previous research 
that detected state variation in the effect of the pandemic on 
marriage counts (Westrick-Payne and Manning 2022; 
Westrick-Payne et al. 2022). However, we find that in addi-
tion to differentials across states, patterns diverged for mar-
riages among same and different-sex couples. In fact, for 
marriages among same-sex couples in six of the states, no 
observed decline occurred, whereas declines in marriages 
among different-sex couples existed for all 13 states. 
Additionally, the results indicate that for most of the states 
investigated, marriages of same-sex couples either experi-
enced no decline or experienced smaller declines than mar-
riages of different-sex couples. These results could be due to 
a greater need among same-sex couples for the legal and 

financial protections of marriage in the midst of the uncer-
tainties brought on by the pandemic. It is also possible that 
marriage may serve as a buffer against the stress and dis-
crimination experienced by same-sex couples in the United 
States. Additionally, although the states explored have vary-
ing years of initiating legalization of marriage of same-sex 
couples, the relative recency of legalization at the national 
level may make marriages for same-sex couples less suscep-
tible to a decline. However, for two of the states examined, 
the declines in marriages of same-sex couples were slightly 
greater than for different-sex couples, warranting further 
investigation as more data become available across more 
states and over time.
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Figure 1. Ratio of 2020 marriage counts to 2019 marriage counts for same- and different-sex couples for the 13 available states. The 
gray line indicates a stable marriage count from 2019 to 2020, ratios above the line indicate increased marriage counts, and ratios below 
the line indicate decreased marriage counts. Yellow dots represent ratios for marriages of same-sex couples, and black dots represent 
ratios for marriages of different-sex couples.
Sources: See Supplement.
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