
VII. 

Sequel to <c An Apology for the Cutting-Gorget." By "W. Simmons, 
burgeon at Manchester. 

Sunday, September 10th 1809, I assisted Mr Hamilton at 
an- operation for the stone, upon a boy about four years of 

a?e* After Mr H. had made the external incision, and opened 
lie urethra, the aperture into it was concealed by the writhing ? the body, so that it became necessary to replace the nates 
o(]uare with the end of the table, as preparatory to the operation, 
0 bring the opening again to correspond with the external 
^'?und, when the beak of the gorget found a ready admission in- 
to the groove of the staff. 

. 
the usual method of operating, the assistant would now re- 

s^Sn the charge of the staff; yet, for him to retain it, and give 
handle the required elevation from the right inguen, will be 
a(lvantage, since it will confer on the operator the command 

?* both his hands, to introduce the gorget into the b!adder. In 
present case, I raised, and held the staff, while Mr Hamilton 

Pushed forward the gorget upon it, at once into the bladder, 
ttle force was required to extract the stone, which was of a 

c?mpact texture, and weighed upwards of four drachms. The 
riue passed in part along the usual course of the urethra the 
?" Hvi g day, and he very soon recovered. 
In the operation of lithotomy, the part of the urethra to be 

opened is the membranous, to find which, it should be recollected 
in the erect position of the body, the membranous portion 

, 
the urethra lies under the centre of the arch of the pubis, a 

'ttle iDelow the symphysis, having the bulb situated at its ante- 
r^r, and the prostate gland at its posterior extremity. Making a lowance, therefore, for any deviation of the parts from the na- 
tural position, occasioned either by the posture of the patient 
1 

Ut"iag t'ie operation, or ;>y the projection of the staff in periticco} 
'aUv* aiming at the urethra on a line ivith the inner surface of the 

symphysis 
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symphysis pubis, that part of the membranous portion of the ure- 
thra, which lies contiguous to the prostate gland, will be pene- 
trated by the scalpel. If attention be paid to these particulars, in- 
deed very little projection of the staff in purinetv will be needed, 
and thus the risk of the point of it slipping out of the bladder 
altogether removed; and the section made by the gorget will 
so little deviate from a straight line, and be so limited in extent, 
as to supersede, in a great measure, what has been called making 
the siveep of the stajf. 

In other instances, I have experienced the safety of entrusting 
the staff, after its introduction, to the care of the assistant-sur- 

geon ; and the utility of releasing the left hand of. the operator 
from this restraint will hardly be questioned. 

Before I quit the subject, it may be permitted me to lay particu- 
lar stress, in this stage of the operation, on the importance of at- 
tending to the proper adjustment of the patient's body ?, for, un- 
less the nates are laid square with the end of the table, the side of 
the bladder might be wounded by the gorget, and other injurious 
consequences ensue. 
This sequel to the "Apology for the Cutting-gorget," which was 

favoured with insertion in the third number of the former vo- 

lume, will, I trust, leave little to wish for in conducting the ope- 
ration of lithotomy by that instrument with precision, certainty, 
and safety. 

Manchester, 2\st October 1809. 


