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ABSTRACT: A melting phosphorous-based flame retardant (FR)
named as diphenyl phosphoryl (DPP)−PEPA is synthesized from
2,6,7-trioxa-1-phosphabicyclo-(2.2.2)-octane-4-methanol (PEPA)
and diphenyl phosphoryl chloride. The melting DPP−PEPA FR
possesses high thermostability with T5wt% at 344 °C, which can
match the melt-spinning of engineering plastics at high temper-
atures. The structure of DPP−PEPA is defined by nuclear
magnetic resonance and infrared spectrometry. The influences of
DPP−PEPA on polyamide 6,6 (PA66) are assessed in terms of
rheology parameters and crystallinity. It is observed that the flame
retardancy of PA66 is greatly improved when DPP−PEPA is added
to the PA66 resin. The results show that the modified PA66 has
limited oxygen index as high as 29.4%, and the compact char layers
are obviously formed on top of the burned samples. As compared to the pure PA66, the peak heat release rate and the average
effective heat of combustion are decreased by 26.5 and 19.3%, respectively. It is obtained that the value of flame retardancy index is
1.4, indicating high efficiency of the entire flame retardancy. Moreover, pyrolysis of DPP−PEPA is carried out at different
temperatures for identifying gaseous products and types of flame retardancy.

1. INTRODUCTION
Engineering plastics such as polyamide resins have been
broadly used because of their high mechanical performance.1−3

In general, flame retardant (FR) is an essential additive for
modifying those plastics to reach the flame retardancy
standards of great technical significance, which decides the
safety of the users.4,5 Phosphorus-based FRs have received
intensive attention in the past decades due to their potential
high efficiency, arising from their versatile chemical struc-
tures.6,7 As is well known, the inorganic phosphorus-based FRs
are developed with the generation of many industrial products
which include ammonium polyphosphate,8 melamine poly-
phosphate,9 and aluminum hypophosphite.10 For example,
aluminum diethylphosphinate is emerging as a powerful FR for
polyamides, showing synergistic retardancy through capturing
free radicals and char forming during the combustion
process.11

Meanwhile, organic phosphorus-based FRs with meltable
property are always in high demand.12 It is feasible to
uniformly distribute the meltable organic phosphorus-based
FRs into the plastic matrixes by the shearing force during the
melt processing.13 A heavy agglomeration which occurs for the
incompatible inorganic FRs can be avoided. Moreover, the
meltable FRs are highly demanded by the transparent plastics
and the melt-spinning of various fibers.14 As for the melt-
spinning process, the agglomeration of the inorganic particles
often causes clogging of filters and spinnerets and filament

breakage. Because the engineering plastics such as polyamides
are processed at considerable high temperatures, the organic
FRs must have thermostability at this heating condition. As
reported, many meltable phosphorus-based FRs with remark-
able thermostability were synthesized from 9,10-dihydro-9-oxa-
10-phosphaphenanthrene-10-oxide (DOPO) or its derivatives
by the addition reactions,15−18 and they are used for preparing
flame retardancy polyamides.14,19 Recently, a star-shaped
DOPO derivative was synthesized for the flame retardancy of
polyamide 6,6 (PA66) through the reactions of DOPO with
glycerol and acryloyl chloride.20 Another DOPO-based FR
which was prepared from the reaction of DOPO and diallyl-
amine was grafted onto the surface of PA66 fibers.21

The ability of char forming is another target for the organic
phosphorus-based FRs. During combustion, the charring
property of FRs can facilitate the carbonization of the burning
polymer substrate. The resulted charring layer at the surface
can prevent the underlying materials from the radiating heat
and flame.22,23 Being capable of char forming, 2,6,7-trioxa-1-
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phosphabicyclo-(2.2.2)-octane-4-methanol (PEPA) is used as
an acid precursor to combine with hydroxyl-terminated
polyether24,25 and amines26,27 such as piperazine. For example,
a new FR was synthesized from the reaction of PEPA and
polyethylene glycol and used for transparent fire-resistant
coatings.24 Another PEPA-contained FR with noticeable char
residues was synthesized by the reactions of PEPA, bisphenol
A, and phosphorus oxychloride (POCl3).

28 In addition, a
PEPA-contained FR which could elevate the flame retardancy
of epoxy resin to the UL-94 V-0 level was synthesized from
PEPA and 6-(2,5-dihydroxyphenyl)-6H-dibenzo-(1,2)-oxa-
phosphinine-6-oxide (DOPO-HQ).25 However, the reported
PEPA-contained FR had the onset degradation temperatures
lower than the melt-fluid temperatures of polyamides.
Therefore, studies are still needed to tailor the PEPA-
contained FRs to the need of higher thermostability in the
processing of engineering plastics including polyamides.
In this study, we synthesize a new organophosphorus-based

FR by the reaction of PEPA and diphenyl phosphoryl chloride
(DPPC) with the aim of achieving both high thermostability
and char residues. This FR, denoted as DPP−PEPA, is studied
for use in PA66, which has been widely used in automobile
plastics and other important fields. By using various spectros-
copies, the chemical structure of the synthesized DPP−PEPA
is characterized. The effects of DPP−PEPA on the rheological
and crystalline properties of PA66 are analyzed. It is observed
that the as-synthesized FR has one melting temperature and
high-onset degradation temperatures. We have studied the
effects of DPP−PEPA on the thermostability and flame
retardancy of the prepared FR-PA66 material by using various
analysis tools. FR-PA66 possesses the flame retardancy level
with a considerable high limited oxygen index (LOI). The

results of this study can gain a modified flame-resistant PA66
material, especially promising to be utilized for melt-spinning
of fibers.

2. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

2.1. Structures of the Synthesized DPP−PEPA FR.
Figure 1a shows the 1H NMR spectrum of the synthesized
PEPA as the reaction intermediate of the FR. It can be seen
that the chemical shifts of PEPA appear at 3.29, 4.57, and 5.13
ppm. They are assigned to the hydrogen protons of −O−
CH2−C (symbol a in the inset), P−O−CH2− (symbol b), and
HO− (symbol c). From the peak areas, it is calculated that the
ratio of hydrogen protons a/b/c is 1.00:2.89:0.44. This spectral
data agrees with the chemical formula of PEPA, which has the
theoretical number ratio of these hydrogen protons of 2:6:1. In
the 31P NMR spectrum of the product (Figure 1b), there is
only one sharp signal at the chemical shift of −7.09 ppm that is
assigned to the single phosphorous atom in PEPA (symbol 1).
Therefore, the 1H NMR and 31P NMR results prove that the
synthesized product is the pure PEPA.
Further, DPP−PEPA was synthesized by the esterification

reaction of PEPA and DPPC. Figure 2 shows that the typical
chemical shifts of DPP−PEPA appear at 3.86, 4.71, and 7.41−
7.88 ppm in the 1H NMR spectrum. They are assigned to the
hydrogen proton of O−CH2−C (symbol d), P−O−CH2−
(symbol e), and benzene ring (symbol f), respectively. From
the peak areas, the ratio of hydrogen protons d/e/f is
calculated to be 1.00:2.93:5.36, which accords with the
chemical formula of DPP−PEPA, having the theoretical
number ratio of these hydrogen protons of 1:3:5. It is
important to point out that the esterification at PEPA renders
the adjacent hydrogen proton (symbol a) and the caged

Figure 1. 1H NMR (a) and 31P NMR (b) spectra of PEPA.

Figure 2. 1H NMR (a) and 31P NMR (b) spectra of DPP−PEPA.
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bicyclic phosphate (symbol b) to have higher chemical shifts,
increasing from 3.29 and 4.57 to 3.86 ppm (symbol d in DPP−
PEPA) and 4.71 ppm (symbol e in DPP−PEPA), respectively.
Figure 2b gives the 31P NMR spectrum of DPP−PEPA. The
two sharp peaks at −7.49 and 31.79 ppm are attributed to the
phosphorus atoms of −(CH2−O)3−PO (symbol 2) and
−(Ph)2−PO (symbol 3), respectively. The above analysis
results consistently provide evidence that DPP−PEPA has
been synthesized successfully with the structure as designed.
Figure 3 shows the Fourier transform infrared (FTIR)

spectra of PEPA and DPP−PEPA. The characteristic

absorption peaks of both PEPA and DPP−PEPA can be
clearly observed in their spectra. In the spectrum of PEPA, the
absorption peaks at 3389 and 2969 cm−1 are assigned to the
stretching vibration of −OH and CH2, respectively. The
absorption peaks at 1029 and 971 cm−1 are ascribed to the
vibration of the P−O−C bond.29 In particular, in the spectrum
of DPP−PEPA, the two peaks at 1591 and 3064 cm−1 are
assigned to the CC bond and vibrations of the C−H bond
in the benzene ring of the DPPC component, respectively.30

The peaks at 849 and 1230 cm−1 are ascribed to the stretching
vibration of the caged phosphates and the PO bond
originated in both PEPA and the DPPC component.26 These
results agree with the NMR results. Additionally, the molecular
weight (m/z) of DPP−PEPA was estimated to be about 403
by using MALDL-TOF/TOF MS. The spectrum of MALDI-
TOF/TOF MS is provided in the Supporting Information
(Figure S1).
It is testified by differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) and

wide-angle X-ray scattering (WAXS) that the synthesized
DPP−PEPA FR has a crystalline structure. As shown in Figure
4a, DPP−PEPA exhibits the melting temperature at 198 °C.
The sharp diffraction peaks are clearly detected in its WAXS
spectrum (Figure 4b). The thermogravimetric analysis (TGA)
results of DPP−PEPA are presented in Figure 4c. As can be
seen, DPP−PEPA has high thermostability with the initial
degradation temperature (T5wt%) as high as 344 °C, exceeding
the proceeding temperatures for most of the engineering
plastics including PA66. Thus, DPP−PEPA can be used in
PA66. Moreover, it can be seen that DPP−PEPA decomposes
in two steps with one DTG peak at about 410 °C and another

Figure 3. FTIR spectra of PEPA and DPP−PEPA.

Figure 4. DSC (a), WAXS (b), TGA, and DTG (c) curves of DPP−PEPA under a N2 atmosphere.
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peak at about 520 °C. This result indicates that DPP−PEPA
undergoes two degradation reactions at different temperatures.
It is important to find that DPP−PEPA under a N2

atmosphere displays the residue char of 20% at the end
temperature of 800 °C, considerably higher than the residue
chars of the conventional phosphorus-based FRs. Moreover, it
is detected that DPP−PEPA has nearly the constant residue
char at the temperatures ranging from 550 to 800 °C (Figure
4c), at which the rate of weight loss approaches zero (Figure
4c). This curve is distinguished from that of many other
phosphorus-based FRs, which show the unceasing weight loss
until the end temperature.7 This result implies that the
synthesized DPP−PEPA may have good ability to char
forming.
2.2. DPP−PEPA Influences on the PA66 Rheology

Parameters, Crystallinity, and Thermostability. Rheology
measurements were carried out in order to evaluate the impact
of DPP−PEPA on the viscoelastic behavior of PA66 melt.
Figure 5 shows the complex viscosity (η*), storage modulus
(G′), and loss modulus (G″) at low shearing rates.2,19 The
DPP−PEPA-contained blend shows stronger shear-thinning
behavior than the pure PA66. This result indicates that the
physical interaction is established in this blend due to the
presence of DPP−PEPA. According to the structure of DPP−

PEPA, hydrogen bonding is probably built up between the
OP− bond in DPP−PEPA and the −NH−O−(CO)−
amide bonds in PA66. Moreover, the pure PA66 has the typical
viscous feature with G″ higher than G’. On comparison, the
addition of DPP−PEPA turns G′ to exceed G″, which is
assigned to the solid-like behavior.31 This result supports the
physical crosslinking in this blend.
Figure 6 shows the DSC curves measured from PA66 and

the PA66/DPP−PEPA blend. The melting temperature (Tm)
in the first heating run is 261 °C for the pure PA66 and 251 °C
for the PA66 component in this blend. In addition, the PA66
component in this blend has lower Tc than the pure PA66 by
56 °C. This variation is ascribed to the interaction that hinders
the regular assembling of PA66 chains. By using the data that
the melting enthalpy of 100% crystalline PA66 is 190 J/g,32 it
is calculated that the degree of crystallization (Xc) of PA66 is
slightly decreased in this blend, as listed in Table 1.

Figure 5. Complex viscosity η* (a) and storage modulus G′ and loss modulus G″ (b) plotted logarithmically as a function of shearing frequency ω
for pure PA66 and the PA66/DPP−PEPA blend, respectively.

Figure 6. Melting temperature (Tm) (a) at the first DSC heating scan and crystallization temperature (Tc) (b) at the first DSC cooling scan of the
pure PA66 and the PA66/DPP−PEPA blend.

Table 1. Melting, Crystallization Temperatures, and
Degrees of Crystallinity

samples Tm, °C Tc, °C Xc, % ΔHm, J/g

PA66 261 232 29.4 55.8
the blend 251 176 26.3 42.4
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Figure 7. TGA curves measured from the pure PA66, PA66/DPP−PEPA blend, and DPP−PEPA in a N2 atmosphere (a,b) and in air (c,d). The
curve of PA/DPP−PEPA blend Cal is the calculated results for this blend.

Figure 8. HRR (a), THR (b), rate of CO release(c), and mass loss curves (d) measured for the combustion of pure PA66 and FR-PA66 in a cone
calorimeter.
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The thermal decomposition behavior was analyzed by TGA
test. As shown in Figure 7a,b, the PA66 and PA66/DPP−
PEPA blend exhibited a one-step weight loss process in a N2
atmosphere and obtain 0 and 8% of the char yield at 800 °C,
respectively. The increased residue char indicates that DPP−
PEPA improves the thermal stability at high temperature. We
have compared the TGA curves of the pure PA66 and PA66/
DPP−PEPA blend (85:15 in weight) under air atmosphere,
aiming to check the influences of the DPP−PEPA FR. As
shown in Figure 7c, PA66 has no residue char at the end
temperature of 800 °C, confirming the poor ability of PA66 to
char forming. Taking advantage over the pure resin, the DPP−
PEPA-contained blend is found to possess larger residues at
the temperatures ranging from 450 to 800 °C. Assuming that
DPP−PEPA and PA66 independently degrade in this blend,
we can obtain a control curve by calculating through eq 1.33

= × + ×−W T W T W T( ) ( ) 85% ( ) 15%Cal PA66 DPP PEPA
(1)

where WCal(T) represents the calculated weight loss of this
blend at temperature T. WPA66(T) and WDPP−PEPA(T) are the
experimental weight loss of PA66 and DPP−PEPA at T,
respectively. It is obtained that the experimental values of the

char residue are remarkably higher than the values of WCal(T),
as clearly seen in Figure 7d. This result reveals that the use of
DPP−PEPA FR can facilitate the formation of the residual
char. Reactions should have occurred between the two
components at the high temperatures.

2.3. Flame Retardancy of the Synthesized DPP−
PEPA. The injection molding was employed to prepare the
PA66-based strip samples for the LOI tests. It is measured that
the control PA66 samples without DPP−PEPA have the LOI
values of 22.4−22.8%, and the addition of DPP−PEPA
significantly increases the LOI value to be 29.4%. The results
clearly reveal that PA66 has been modified to reach the level of
flame retardancy materials. Cone calorimeter test (CCT) was
used to analyze the detailed effects of flame retardancy on the
PA66 resin. Figure 8 shows the CCT curves measured from the
pure PA66 and this FR-PA66. For the neat PA66, its heat
release rate (HRR) gradually increases after ignition; once
HRR reaches the maximum, it sharply drops to near zero.
Obviously, the HRR curve of PA66 takes the form of the
postpositive single peak, which has been considered to reflect
poor carbonization of the burning material.34 For this FR-
PA66, it displays the distinct HRR curve in the form of a
prepositive single peak (Figure 8a), which has been possessed

Table 2. Cone Calorimetry Data of the Pure PA66 and FR-PA66

sample
TTI
(s)

PHRR
(kW/m2)

THR
(MJ/m2)

av-EHC
(kJ/g)

TSP
(m2/m2)

CO Y
(g/kg)

CO2 Y
(g/kg)

MARHE
(kW/m2)

residue
(%)

FRI
(-)

LOI
(%)

PA66 37 576 83.3 28.4 27.9 25.6 1897 321.1 0.9 22.8
FR-PA66 32 423 69.9 22.9 37.8 91.7 1431 276.9 7.2 1.4 29.4

Figure 9. Raman spectra (a,b), digital images of the CCT residual chars (c,d), and burned strips at the end of LOI tests (e, f) obtained from the
pure PA66 and FR-PA66. The heat flux for the CCT tests was 50 kW/m2.

ACS Omega http://pubs.acs.org/journal/acsodf Article

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.1c01385
ACS Omega 2021, 6, 12887−12897

12892

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.1c01385?fig=fig9&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.1c01385?fig=fig9&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.1c01385?fig=fig9&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.1c01385?fig=fig9&ref=pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/journal/acsodf?ref=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.1c01385?rel=cite-as&ref=PDF&jav=VoR


by various char-forming polymers.35,36 As can be seen, its HRR
quickly climbs up to the peak, followed by slow decrease. The
measured prepositive single peak illustrates that FR-PA66 can
efficiently carbonize during combustion. As indicated by the
CCT data in Table 2, this FR modification can obviously
reduce the peak heat release rate (PHRR) from 576 to 423
kW/m2 by 26.5%, the maximum average rate of heat emission
(MARHE) from 321.1 to 276.9 kW/m2 by 13.8%, and the total
heat release (THR) is significantly decreased by 16.1%.
Meanwhile, the time to ignite (TTI) has not been obviously
affected. Moreover, according to the mass loss rate curves in
Figure 8d, FR-PA66 can carbonize with the final combustion
residues at 7.2%. This result is consistent with the TGA results
of air atmosphere in Figure 7. The char layer can serve as the
physical barrier in the condensed phase.
The average effective heat of combustion (av-EHC) is

known to represent the combustion degree of the combustible
volatiles in the gas phase.37 In general, an incomplete
combustion can increase the total smoke production (TSP)
and carbon monoxide yield (CO Y) in the gas phase. As
indicated by CCT data in Table 2, this FR modification
decreases av-EHC from 28.4 to 22.9 kJ/g; meanwhile, CO Y
increases from 25.6 to 91.7 g/kg, and the carbon dioxide yield
(CO2 Y) decreases from 1897 to 1431 g/kg. It is obtained that
the ratio of CO Y and CO2 Y increases from 0.013 to 0.064,
indicating the occurrence of incomplete combustion. In
addition, the TSP increases from 27.9 to 37.8 m2/m2. These
results consistently prove that the FR can suppress the
combustion in the gas phase.
Furthermore, the FR performance is quantitatively evaluated

according to eq 2.38

=
*

*
‐

Ä
Ç
ÅÅÅÅÅÅ

É
Ö
ÑÑÑÑÑÑÄ

Ç
ÅÅÅÅÅÅ

É
Ö
ÑÑÑÑÑÑ

( )
( )

FRI
THR

THR

PHRR
TTI neat PA66
PHRR

TTI FR A66 (2)

where FRI is the “flame retardancy index”. As shown in Table
2, the PHRR, THR, and TTI values were obtained by CCT.
The FRI value of FR-PA66 is 1.4. As reported, “poor”, “good”,
and “excellent” flame retardancy features correspond to FRI
values of <1, 1−10, and >10, respectively. Hence, FR-P66
retains a “good” FR performance in comparison with that of
pure PA66.
Figure 9 shows the digital images and Raman spectra of the

residual chars formed at the end of CCT. An incoherent char
layer is observed for the pure PA66 sample. It is different that
the use of the FR results in the coherent and compact char
layer (Figure 9d). Moreover, as shown in Figure 9e, there was
heavy melt dropping for the pure PA66 without the DPP−
PEPA FR, and the char residues were formed on top of the
burned strip for the FR-PA66 sample (Figure 9f). Therefore,
this char layer has efficiently inhibited the underlying matter
from heating and flame. In the Raman spectra, the two bands
at 1590 and 1360 cm−1 are attributed to the organized graphite
(G band) and the disordered graphite carbon (D band),
respectively. The ratio of the peak areas of D to G bands (ID/
IG) has been broadly used to evaluate the degree of
graphitization.39,40 It can be seen that FR-PA66 possesses
lower value of ID/IG, which indicates higher degree of
graphitization.
Figure 10 exhibits the scanning electron microscopy (SEM)

images of the char residues after CCT. It is clear to see this
difference that the char residues of the pure PA66 have lots of
large holes on the exterior surface, while the char residues of
FR-PA66 possess the highly compact exterior surface.
Moreover, it is also important to find that the honeycomb
structures are formed in the interior layers of the buried FR-
PA66 (Figure 10f), which is distinguished from that of the
buried pure PA66 (Figure 10c). Therefore, during the
combustion of FR-PA66, a compact char layer is induced to
shield the surface from the fire, and a substantial gas should be
promptly produced in the bulk of this material with the
formation of the intumescent honeycomb, which can serve as

Figure 10. SEM images of char residues after CCT, exterior surfaces of PA66 (a,b) and FR-PA66 (d,e), and interior surfaces of PA66 (c) and FR-
PA66 (f).

ACS Omega http://pubs.acs.org/journal/acsodf Article

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.1c01385
ACS Omega 2021, 6, 12887−12897

12893

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.1c01385?fig=fig10&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.1c01385?fig=fig10&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.1c01385?fig=fig10&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsomega.1c01385?fig=fig10&ref=pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/journal/acsodf?ref=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.1c01385?rel=cite-as&ref=PDF&jav=VoR


an efficient barrier to heating. In the following, the synthesized
DPP−PEPA is analyzed by pyrolysis−gas chromatography/
mass spectrometry (Py−GC/MS) for understanding its flame
retardancy in the gas and solid phases.
Figure 11 shows the FTIR spectra of the char residues

obtained from the CCT tests of the pure PA66 and FR-PA66.

The wide absorption peaks around 3415 cm−1 are assigned to
the stretching vibrations of hydroxyl and amino groups. The
absorption peak at 1631 cm−1 is assigned to the CC bonds
of the polyaromatic structure.41 Moreover, the peak at 1229
cm−1 is ascribed to the stretching vibration of P−O−C in
phosphate−carbon complexes, and the peak at 1078 cm−1 is
assigned to the P−O vibration in the P−O−P group.42

Conclusively, abundant P−O−C and P−O−P structures are
generated in the residual char of FR-PA66.
2.4. Mechanism Investigation of Flame Retardancy

by Using Py-GC/MS. The flame retardancy mechanism of
DPP−PEPA is investigated by determining its pyrolysis
products at 415 and 800 °C, respectively. At 800 °C, the FR
can be completely degraded as indicated by its TGA curves in
Figure 4c. Pyrolysis at a low temperature of 415 °C is
conducted to decide the reaction intermediates. The products
of interest are shown in the GC spectra of Figure 12. Their

chemical structures are depicted in Figure 13a. For the MS
spectra of these important products, see the Supporting
Information (Figures S2 and S3). In addition, the m/z values
of all the peaks and the corresponding chemical structures are
summarized in the Supporting Information (Table S1). The
results show that •PO and •HPO2 free radicals are produced at
800 °C and the corresponding GC peaks are the strong peak
b1 and peak b2 appearing in Figure 12. The phosphorus-
contained free radicals are able to interrupt the combustion
reaction through quenching the highly reactive free radicals
such as •H and •OH.7 However, •PO and •HPO2 free radicals
cannot be detected at 415 °C. This result reveals that the •PO
and •HPO2 free radicals generate from the reaction
intermediates which are formed at 415 °C. Moreover, the
elimination of benzene (a2, m/z = 78) from DPP−PEPA gives
rise to compounds a9 (m/z = 364), a8 (m/z = 272), or a7 (m/
z = 272) depending on the MS results. With increasing
temperature, compounds a8 and a9 are further degraded to
give phosphoric acid (b3, m/z = 82). Subsequently, •PO (b1,
m/z = 47) and •HPO2 (b2, m/z = 64) free radicals are
generated from phosphoric acid. On the basis of these Py-GC/
MS results, the flame retardancy effect of the synthesized
DPP−PEPA is illustrated in Figure 13b. The phosphorus-
containing •HPO2 and

•PO free radicals, which are generated
from the pyrolysis at about 800 °C, exert the quenching effect
in the gaseous phase. Meanwhile, another pyrolysis product of
phosphoric acid is further reacted for the formation of
polyphosphoric acid, which can promote the formation of
char layers in the condensed phase.43 The detected LOI of
29.4% and FRI of 1.4 validates the suitability of the synthesized
DPP−PEPA FR for PA66.

3. CONCLUSIONS

We have developed a new FR compound capable of
carbonization, also taking advantages of valid melting temper-
ature and thermostability for engineering plastics. It has been
demonstrated that the pure DPP−PEPA was synthesized with
the structure as designed, and this crystalline compound had a
melting temperature of 198 °C and high thermostability with
T5wt% as high as 344 °C. DPP−PEPA showed the residue char
of 20% at 800 °C. By taking PA66 as the model plastics, the
flame retardancy of DPP−PEPA was studied. As measured,
when DPP−PEPA was added, FR-PA66 could have a
considerably high LOI value of 29.4% and the dense char
layers turned to be formed on top of the burned samples.
Moreover, the PHRR and THR in CCT were decreased by
26.5 and 16.1%, respectively, as compared to the neat PA66.
The CCT flame retardancy index was at 1.4, indicating good
efficiency of the entire flame retardancy. Further, the Py-GC/
MS analysis of DPP−PEPA has identified certain intermediates
for the finial phosphorus-containing free radicals. The
proposed pyrolysis routes could help the synthesis of more
diphenyl hypophosphate-derived FRs. This study may provide
an efficient FR promising to the use in PA66, especially for the
melt-spinning of fibers.

4. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

4.1. Materials. Polyamide 66 (PA66, Zytel 101L powder,
melt index = 24 g/10 min, d = 1.1 g/cm3) was provided by
DuPont (China). Diphenyl-phosphinic chloride (DPPC) was
purchased from Macklin Chemical Ltd. (Shanghai, China).
Pentaerythritol (PER), acetonitrile, triethylamine, and phos-

Figure 11. FTIR spectra of the char residues for PA66 and FR-PA66.

Figure 12. GC spectra measured from DPP−PEPA pyrolysis at 415
(a) and 800 °C (b).
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phorous oxychloride were purchased from J&K Chemical Ltd.
(Shanghai, China). All the materials are dried at 80 °C under
vacuum for 12 h before use.
4.2. Synthesis of the 2,6,7-Trioxa-l-phosphabicyclo-

[2.2.2] Octance-4-methanol. PEPA was synthesized from
PER and phosphorous oxychloride with the procedure as
shown in Scheme 1.26 dioxane (140 mL) and 34.0 g of PER

were added into a 250 mL three-neck flask protected by
nitrogen gas. After dissolving PER at 95 °C, 38.2 g of
phosphorous oxychloride was slowly added in the flask, and the
reaction was maintained at 95 °C for 10 h. After cooling to
room temperature, the reaction precipitates were filtered and
washed with dioxane and hexane and then dried at 80 °C.
4.3. Synthesis of the PEPA-Based FR (DPP−PEPA). As

shown in Scheme 1, DPP−PEPA was synthesized as follows:
first, PEPA (70 g), triethylamine (8 mL), and acetonitrile (240
mL) were introduced in a dry 500 mL three-neck flask and
were heated to 65 °C under a nitrogen atmosphere. DPPC (61
mL) was dissolved in 70 mL of acetonitrile and then the
solution was added dropwise over 1 h. Then, the flask contents
were maintained at 80 °C until no HCl gas was emitted. After

the reaction mixture was evaporated, the solid was then washed
with deionized water and dried at 100 °C. The yields of DPP−
PEPA and PEPA are 80 and 68%, respectively. The
comparison of DPP−PEPA and PEPA is made as shown in
Table S2.

4.4. Preparation of the FR PA66 with DPP−PEPA. The
blends of PA66 and DPP−PEPA FR were prepared by a co-
rotative twin-screw extruder to contain 85% of PA66 and 15%
of DPP−PEPA in weight for all the thermal and rheological
measurements. The twin-screw extruder (Thermo Haake, D =
16 mm, L/D = 25/1) was operated at a rotation speed of 60
rpm and the temperatures of 265, 280, 270, and 265 °C from
hopper to die, respectively.

4.5. Characterization. FTIR spectra were recorded on a
Nicolet 6700 FT-IR instrument (Thermo Fisher, America)
using a KBr disk. 1H NMR and 31P NMR spectra were
measured by using a Bruker AVANCE III HD spectrometer
(Bruker, Germany) using DMSO-d6 as the solvent.
Differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) analysis was carried

out using a Q2000 DSC (TA, America) at a heating rate of 20
°C/min under a N2 atmosphere. TGA was performed using a
TGA1 (Mettler Toledo, Switzerland) analyzer with a heating
rate of 20 °C/min. The mass of the samples was about 5 mg.
The pyrolysis properties of the FR were analyzed by using a

Py−GC/MS (Agilent 7890A-5975C, America) equipped with
a 5200 pyrolyzer (CDS, America) under a helium atmosphere.
The WAXS spectra were recorded on a Xeuss 2.0 System

(Sassenage, France) with an X-ray source consisting of a Cu
Kα (λ = 1.54 Å) microfocus tube equipped with a Pilatus3R
200K-A detector.
CCTs were carried out by using a CCT device (Fire Testing

Technology, UK) according to ISO 5660−1 with a sample
dimension of 100 mm × 100 mm × 3.2 mm. The heat flux was

Figure 13. Schematic illustration of the pyrolysis routes (a) and the FR mechanism (b) proposed for DPP−PEPA.

Scheme 1. Synthesis of DPP−PEPA
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50 kW/m2. The LOI values were measured with an XYC-75
oxygen index meter (Hebei, China) according to ASTM
D2863-97. The dimension of sample was 100 mm × 10 mm ×
4 mm. These strip samples of the PA66/DPP−PEPA blends
were prepared by the injection molding with 3% of titania as a
processing agent. The morphologies of char residue surfaces
were observed on a VEGA 3 scanning electron microscope
(TESCAN, Czech Republic) under high vacuum at a voltage of
20 kV. Raman spectra were obtained on a Raman Microprobe
(Jobin Yvon, France) with a 532 nm argon ion laser.
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