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Over the past four decades of the HIV epidemic, researchers,
clinicians and community organizations have learned to be
creative in response to new advances, challenges and chang-
ing realities. The advent of well-tolerated, simple regimens for
effective HIV treatment and prevention has led to the recog-
nition that we now have the tools to control the HIV epi-
demic. However, how to best adapt them to local circum-
stances remains of critical importance, and requires creativ-
ity, cultural awareness and the sharing of best practices. The
COVID-19 pandemic is another good case in point. Prior to
March 2020, the use of telemedicine was a niche practice, and
has since been increasingly utilized in the care of people living
with HIV, as well as to assist individuals with counselling after
self-testing and to facilitate pre-exposure prophylaxis initiation
and monitoring.

Since its creation in 2004, JIAS—the Journal of the Interna-
tional AIDS Society has welcomed submission of papers that
advance knowledge in implementation and science. This dis-
cipline is vital to the global HIV response, and offers valu-
able insights on providing, monitoring and enabling compre-
hensive, affordable and sustainable context-specific treatment,
prevention and care programmes. To stimulate further sharing
of new insights garnered from creative responses to local epi-
demic challenges, JIAS is pleased to announce the inaugura-
tion of a new special feature for the journal: Field Notes. These
are brief, focused articles that will describe the experiences
of individuals working at the front lines of care, prevention,
programme implementation and community engagement. They
will define a specific concern—such as responses to provid-
ing optimal HIV care to the ways in which task-shifting can
augment service delivery—and discuss how a team assessed
the problem and developed a unique solution that could be
of interest to the broader AIDS community. Field Notes are
intended to provide timely insights regarding contemporary
challenges in HIV public health practice, including observa-
tions about the mechanisms of change, contextual influences
and findings that emerge from implementation of evidence-
based interventions and programmes.

To launch this feature, we are pleased to present two arti-
cles that were coordinated and led by our Field Notes sec-
tion Editors Drs. Nittaya Phanuphak [1] and Sunil Solomon
[2]. These pieces reflect initiatives in Thailand and India that
exemplify the types of implementation efforts we intend to
share in the future.

The HIV epidemic has taught us many things that have
informed other practices. Examples include the advent of
ACT-UP in the United States, which influenced the devel-
opment of other advocacy movements, such as the Treat-
ment Action Campaign in South Africa, and the use of nucleic
amplification technology to quantify the response of HIV to
antiretroviral therapy, which established a paradigm for moni-
toring other viral infections like hepatitis C. It is our hope that
this new Field Notes section can continue to stimulate discus-
sion while providing useful insights, disseminating best prac-
tices and promoting innovative ideas, with the ultimate goal
of improving our service delivery for all people living with and
affected by the HIV epidemic.
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