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A CASE OF RETRACTION OF BOTH TESTICLES.
Under the care of DR. A. WEST, Sydney.

Reported by ALEX. F. BECK, Glasgow.

The f01lOWing case Of this rare affection was seen by me when
on a Visit td Sydney. The facts are so obvious and the
condition so clear that it seems worth placing on record.

Charles Reid, 20, messenger, Sydney, N.S.W., about the
middle of September, 1879, contracted gonorrhoea_ Had no
treatment except copaiva mixture. A fortnight afterwards he
noticed that the left side of the scrotum had become somewhat
flaccid and shrunken. Omn 14th Qctober, while endeavouring
to lift a bag of linseed, Weighing 112 lps., on to a cask, it
slipped from his hands, and in the effort to keep it from
falling he felt a strain in his bgck, and gays he felt something
give way . On examination he discovered that the left testicle
had disappeared. Felt rather gick, but continued to go about,
and two days afterwards he found that the right testicle had
also disappeared. He thinks it must have gone about a day
before he noticed it. Felt very weak and gick, and went to
bed. Was then seen by Dr. A. A. West, who found total
absence of both testicles, the scrotum being retracted and tense
and smooth. Dr. West was at first doubtful whether the
testicles had ever come down into gcrotum, until positively
assured that both had always been present. There was a
large conical swelling in left iliac region, 3 inches diameter,
very painful te the touch. Skin over it of natural colour, and

giving dull note on percugsion. I was applied, 279 patient
kept perfectly quiet, @nd freely purged. The ice was kept on

for six days, the gwelling gradually diminishing, @nd the paip

decreasing_ The right testicle could be felt gradually descend-
ing into the scrotum. About 28th or 29th October it had

fairly come down into the gcrotum, and the sickness having
left him, the patient resumed his usual work. Up to 9th Jan-
uary, 1880, the left testicle had not come down, the swelling in
the left iliac region remaining about the same in diagmeter,
though mot quite se prominent, mexe flattened and flyctuating;
and the dull note which it gaye on percussion Bad gradually
given place to a clear note. The finger could be easily intro-
duced into left ring. There is great thickening of right cord,
and scrotum greatly retracted though soft. The testicle slips

away from under the fipnger when gragped. The patient says
that it 1is occasionally drawn up into abdomel’l, and comes
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down again without causing him any sickness or incon-
venience. Has had slight aching in the loins ever since the
accident. Has lost 8 or 9 1bs. in weight, and looks rather

anaemic. The urethral discharge had only yielded to treat-
ment about a week after getting out of bed.



