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ABSTRACT: The addition of antioxidants to rubber is one of the most
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economical and effective methods for delaying rubber aging. However, emTmmm e
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antioxidant migration can cause environmental pollution. To address this CEE %@ ar ..(N; W~ g~ ..g i
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issue, a new reactive antioxidant was synthesized via the chemical st Sufur  GMA-gPEDA ‘ Q () !
.

bonding of glycidyl methacrylate (GMA) and p-aminodiphenylamine R

(PPDA). The product was characterized by Fourier-transform infrared
spectroscopy, which confirmed the successful reaction between GMA
and PPDA, resulting in a compound with the expected structure. The
mixture was then combined with a composite of styrene—butadiene
rubber and carbon black. The tensile strength, antioxidant properties,
migration, and RPA of the resulting materials were tested and compared
with those of the commercial antioxidants N-(1,3-dimethylbutyl)-N'-
phenyl-p-phenylenediamine, N-isopropyl-N’-phenyl-1,4-phenylenedi-
amine, and poly(1,2-dihydro-2,2,4-trimethylquinoline). After the glycidyl methacrylate antioxidant was grafted onto p-
aminodiphenylamine, it became highly compatible with and dispersed in the rubber matrix. The antiaging and antimigration
properties of the rubber antioxidants were enhanced without damaging the mechanical properties of the rubber matrix. The short-
term and long-term antiaging and antimigration properties of this antioxidant are superior to those of commercially available
antioxidants.
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1. INTRODUCTION widely used antioxidants typically have relatively low molecular
weights. Physical depletion may occur during processing,

Rubber is an important material with excellent elasticity,
especially at high temperatures or in liquids, resulting in

strength, toughness, and strain performance.”” Rubber serves

as a significant resource for human use, and with the increasing reduced antioxidant effectiveness."* Owing to volatilization,
number of rubber types, the production and consumption of migration, and extraction, small molecules of antioxidants in
rubber products have surged. Rubber products play a rubber materials evaporate from the product and penetrate
significant role in automobiles, conveyor belts, seals, rubber outward, eventually migrating to the product’s surface.”> ™"
shoes, and other areas of daily life.” Rubber products also serve The precipitation of antioxidants decreases their protective
critical functions in the military, aerospace, and other national effect, which leads to diminished performance and a shorter
defense fields. Nevertheless, the exposure of rubber products to service life for the materials. Moreover, antioxidant migration
oxygen, high or low temperatures, light, and other factors may pollutes the environment.””>! The table indicating the toxicity
cause the cross-linking or breakage of the polymer chains, and chronicity of commercial antioxidants is shown in Table
resulting in material discoloration, whitening, softness, S1.

stickiness, hardness, brittleness, surface cracks, and other One common approach to address antioxidant migration is
issues."™® This phenomenon is known as rubber material to increase their relative molecular weight.”>™>* Luo et al.”®
aging, to which unsaturated rubber is particularly susceptible.”” developed an accelerator, BTC (the structure is shown in

Thermal oxidative aging is the most frequent type of rubber
degradation. To delay or prevent this process, antioxidants can
be added to rubber compounds during mixing.” Antiaging
agents react primarily with the free radicals or hydrogen
peroxide generated during rubber aging.'” This reaction
reduces the number of free radicals and potentially prevents
the formation of active peroxide free radicals, which, in turn,
slows the process. Consequently, the reaction between the
rubber molecular chains and free radicals is delayed or avoided,
leading to a reduction in rubber aging.”_B However, the

Table S2), via a thiol—ene click chemical reaction involving N-
4-(anilinophenyl)maleimide (antiaging agent MC) and 2-
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mercaptobenzothiazole (accelerator MBT). BTC was sub-
sequently incorporated into styrene—butadiene rubber to
create rubber composites. Through experimentation and
molecular simulations, it was determined that the SBR/BTC
composites exhibited high vulcanization efliciency, excellent
mechanical properties, and strong resistance to thermal
oxidative aging. Shi et al.”’ prepared a reactive antioxidant,
acyl chloride hindered phenol (HP-Cl), by modifying the
phenolic antioxidant triethylene glycol bis(3-tert-butyl-4-
hydroxy-S-methylphenyl)propionate (Irganox 245). To pro-
duce HP-Cl, HP-COOH was first prepared via the hydrolysis
of Irganox 245, followed by a reaction with thionyl chloride.
They prepared PA 6-g-HP by grafting HP-Cl onto the
molecular chain of PA 6 via reactive extrusion. The PA 6-¢g-
HP sample exhibited a lower thermo-oxidative degradation rate
constant than the PA 6/Irganox 245 sample. Moreover, the
antioxidants in the PA 6/Irganox 245 sample migrated faster,
resulting in higher equilibrium migration concentrations. The
reactive antioxidant HP-Cl, prepared beforehand, exhibited
exceptional resistance to thermal and oxidative aging and
migration. Through a two-step synthesis process, Lu’®
developed a reactive antioxidant, NAPM, added it to natural
rubber, and discovered that its aging resistance was superior to
those of 4010NA and 4020. Zhao et al'® grafted the
antioxidant intermediate RT onto the surface of lignin and
created a hybrid modified lignin-based filled antioxidant named
Lig-g-RT. The team compared the results with those obtained
using a commercial antioxidant, 4020-stabilized SBR sulfate.
The SBR sulfide salt filled with 10 phr Lig-g-RT achieved the
best performance for thermal oxidative aging, comparable to
that of the commercial antioxidant 4020. The modified Lig-g-
RT offered synergistic intramolecular antiaging benefits to SBR
sulfides, enhanced filler dispersion, and significantly broadened
the industrial applicability of lignin. Therefore, increasing the
molecular weight of antioxidants while incorporating reactive
functional groups could be a viable approach to inhibiting their
migration and enhancing their protective effectiveness in
rubber matrices.

GMA-g-PPDA was successfully synthesized through the
epoxy amination reaction.'®”” The introduction of C=C
groups into the antioxidant structure can increase its molecular
weight and allow it to covulcanize with rubber, resulting in the
synthesis of a new type of reactive antioxidant with a high
molecular weight. We evaluated the thermal oxygen-aging
resistance of the SBR/GMA-g-PPDA composite and inves-
tigated its role in the antioxidant behavior and migration
resistance of the SBR matrix.

2. EXPERIMENTS

2.1. Materials. The glycidyl methacrylate (GMA) and p-
aminophenylenediamine (PPDA) were supplied by Alfa Aesar.
Neutral alumina was supplied by Aladdin, and styrene—
butadiene rubber was purchased from Jilin Chemical
Company. The remaining rubber components, including zinc
oxide (ZnO), stearic acid (SA), sulfur (S), accelerator CZ,
accelerator DM, and carbon black N330 (CB), were industrial-
grade products.

2.2. Synthesis of Migration-Resistant Antioxidant
GMA-g-PPDA. The synthesis pathway for GMA-g-PPDA is
shown in Figure. 1 The specific steps involved are as follows: A
100 mL round-bottom three-necked flask was placed into an
oil bath. A condenser tube and thermometer were mounted on
the flask before adding purified GMA and PPDA sequentially.
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Figure 1. Epoxy addition reaction between GMA and PPDA.

A magnetic stirrer was added, and stirring was started until
complete dissolution. Nitrogen gas should be continuously
introduced, and the mixture should be stirred throughout the
reaction process, followed by an increase in temperature. After
the system reached the reaction temperature, timing was
initiated. The antioxidant GMA-g-PPDA was obtained after a
specific duration.

2.3. Preparation of Styrene—Butadiene Rubber
Composites. Different antioxidant/SBR samples were pre-
pared in a two-roll open mill using conventional mixing
techniques at room temperature in accordance with the basic
formula presented in Table 1. The vulcanizing agent,

Table 1. Constituents of SBR/Antioxidant Composites

Material phr
SBR 100
Carbon Black(N330) 30
SA 2
ZnO S
CZ 1.5
DM 0.5
S 2

accelerator, and activator dosage for the antioxidant/SBR
composite materials remained consistent: CB, 30 phr; zinc
oxide, S phr; SA, 2 phr; CZ, 1.5 phr; DM, 0.5; and S, 2 phr.
GMA-g-PPDA was added as an antioxidant to antioxidant/SBR
composite materials and compared with traditional small-
molecule rubber antioxidants. Approximately 5 g of SBR
compound was used to conduct a vulcanization test in a 150
°C rotorless vulcanizer. The corresponding vulcanization
parameters included the vulcanization time t;, positive
vulcanization time to, minimum torque M;, and maximum
torque My. Then, the mixed rubber was vulcanized for to;+2
min on a flat vulcanizer at 150 °C and 15 MPa to obtain an
antioxidant/SBR vulcanized composite material. Finally, a
cutter was used to cut the SBR composite material into
dumbbell-shaped splines to test its mechanical and thermal
oxidative aging properties.

2.4. Characterization. Fourier-transform infrared spec-
troscopy was performed using an infrared spectrometer
(TENSOR-27, Germany). The samples were evenly mixed

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.3c10301
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Figure 2. (a) FT-IR spectra and (b) '"H NMR spectra of GMA, PPDA, and GMA-g-PPDA.

with potassium bromide and pressed using a tablet press for 15
s. The samples were subjected to infrared testing in the
wavenumber range of 400—4000 cm™'. A Bruker AV400
spectrometer was used to collect 'H NMR spectra, and
deuterated dimethyl sulfoxide was used as the solvent. The
mixed rubber strain scanning test conditions were as follows:
temperature 60 °C, frequency 1 HZ, and strain range 0—200%
to test the dynamic modulus. The strain scanning test
conditions of vulcanized rubber were as follows: frequency
10 HZ, strain scanning range 0—40%, and vulcanization
temperature 150 °C; the vulcanization time was calculated
based on the vulcanization performance parameters obtained
from the test. The relative molecular weight was determined by
liquid chromatography—mass spectrometry (Xevo G2 Qtof,
Waters). DSC (Germany NETZSCH Company) was used to
measure the oxidation exothermic peak temperature T of the
SBR composite material under an O, atmosphere, with a
heating rate of 10 °C-min~' from 30 to 300 °C. A tensile
testing machine was used to evaluate the performance of the
samples. The tensile machine model was a high-speed rail
testing instrument (AI-7000S1) with a tensile speed of 500
mm/min, and the data were the average value. The vulcanized
rubber was tested using a GT-7014-E thermal aging oven
produced by Gaotie Testing Instrument Co., Ltd. The
vulcanized rubber was cut into dumbbell-shaped specimens
for tensile testing, and the experimental specimens were hung
vertically in an aging oven at a temperature of 100 °C. The
dynamic mechanical analysis (DMA) of SBR composites was
performed using a Q800 DMA thermal analyzer (TA
Instruments, USA). Scanning electron microscopy (SEM)
(Hitachi S-4800, Japan) was used to observe the surface
morphology of the SBR composites before and after thermal
oxidation. A UV—visible spectrophotometer (Agilent Com-
pany, model 8453) was used to test the absorbance of the
configured standard known concentration antioxidants and to
establish an absorbance—concentration relationship curve. The
liquid to be tested and the ethanol solution were placed in two
cuvettes, respectively, and the test range was 200—400 cm ™.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1. Structural Characterization of the Antioxidant
GMA-g-PPDA. The FT-IR spectra of GMA, PPDA, and

GMA-g-PPDA are shown in Figure 2(a). For p-aminodiphenyl-
amine, there was a relatively strong double peak in the 3370—
3460 cm™' range, which was attributed to the stretching
vibration absorption peaks of —NH and —NH,. In the figure,
the peak band of glycidyl methacrylate was located at 2900—
3040 cm™" and belonged to the stretching vibration of —CHj
and —CH,. The absorption peak of the carbonyl group was
located at 1720 cm™, and the stretching vibration of the
unsaturated double bond was located at 1640 cm™". The epoxy
skeleton was characterized by vibration absorption peaks at
910, 844, and 815 cm™". The grafting of glycidyl methacrylate
to p-aminodiphenylamine produced a distinct broad peak
within the 3300—3650 cm™! range, which corresponded to the
vibration absorption peak resulting from the —OH generated
during the epoxy ring-opening grafting reaction and the
characteristic absorption peaks of certain secondary amines
(—NH). Additionally, the spectrum displays the stretching
vibration absorption peaks of the C=0 (1720 cm™") and C=
C double bonds (1638 cm™). Therefore, we successfully
prepared para-aminodiphenylamine modified with a glycidyl
methacrylate graft using glycidyl methacrylate.

The 'H NMR spectra in Figure 2(b) provide further
evidence for the reaction between GMA and PPDA. The NMR
spectrum for GMA-g-PPDA, the chemical reaction product,
demonstrated that there was no signal peak at 4.77 in the
product spectrum, indicating that all primary amines on p-
aminodiphenylamine (PPDA) were involved in the reaction
and fully consumed. New signal peaks appeared in the NMR
spectrum of the product at chemical shifts of 5.15 and 5.29
ppm, corresponding to the hydroxyl hydrogen signal peaks
produced by the ring-opening of epoxy. The hydroxyl
hydrogen on the carbon atom connected to the hydroxyl
group was identifiable in the product spectrum. The hydrogen
peak signal provided additional evidence that the reaction
acknowledged the epoxy character of the amino group and
underwent a ring-opening reaction to yield the hydroxyl group.

Moreover, the mass spectrum displayed in Figure 3
illustrates that the mass-to-charge ratio (m/z) at the most
prominent peak was 327, which is consistent with the
theoretical molecular weight of GMA-g-PPDA. These results
implied that GMA-g-PPDA was effectively synthesized through
the reaction of GMA with PPDA.

https://doi.org/10.1021/acsomega.3c10301
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Table 2. Vulcanization Characteristic Data of Different
m/z=327 Composite Materials
. Sample Ty (min) Ty (min) My (AN'm) M; (dN‘m)
A OH 9 \C—H N . .

. / eat 3:11 33:01 11.50 1.79
= O—LO—/_&H SBR/4020 3:48 21:07 11.89 1.74
< SBR/4010NA 2:51 28:56 11.46 1.79
—
> PPDA-GMA SBR/RD 3:02 32:07 11.67 1.82
.t SBR/GMA-g-PPDA 2:25 18:28 12.17 1.76
é SBR/GMA/PPDA 1:51 26:49 11.90 1.70
Q
~—
=
b—

PPDA on the mechanical properties of rubber was similar to
that of commercial antioxidants.
3.3. Processing Properties of Styrene—Butadiene
T —T——T—r—T——T——T——T—"T Rubber Composite Materials. Figure S(a) shows the
100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450 500 550 600 650 700 750 800

m/z

Figure 3. Mass spectrum of GMA-g-PPDA under the anode
ionization mode.

3.2. Vulcanization and Mechanical Properties of
Styrene—Butadiene Rubber Composites. Figure 4(a)
shows the vulcanization characteristic curve of the antiox-
idant/SBR compound. The corresponding vulcanization
parameters are listed in Table 2. The scorch time t, of
GMA-g-PPDA/SBR was shorter than those of 4010NA/SBR
and 4020/SBR. The positive vulcanization time ty, of GMA-g-
PPDA/SBR was shorter than that of 4010NA/SBR and 4020/
SBR. Both t,, and ty, were shorter than 4010NA/SBR and
4020/SBR, respectively. This is because the antiaging agent
GMA-g-PPDA contained both hydroxyl and weakly alkaline
amine structures, which are similar in structure to the more
active alcohol amine surfactants. The antiaging agent GMA-g-
PPDA can play a similar activation role, improve the
vulcanization system, cause the vulcanization reaction to
proceed as early as possible, and decrease t;, thereby
increasing the vulcanization speed and decreasing ty. The
GMA-g-PPDA/SBR sample had shorter ¢, and ty, which is
beneficial for the efficient processing of rubber products.” As
shown in Figure 4(b), the impact of the addition of GMA-g-

relationship between the storage modulus and strain of the
compound rubber, which is typically used to characterize the
dispersion of fillers in rubber. The higher storage modulus G’
and larger storage modulus change indicate that the filler was
poorly dispersed. It can be seen from the figure that the rubber
composite material with 4020 had a lower storage modulus,
whereas the storage modulus of the rubber composite material
with GMA-g-PPDA was slightly higher. This is because the
presence of —OH in the antioxidant structure could adsorb or
combine with carbon black, causing tiny aggregations of fillers,
strengthening the filler—filler network, and reducing the
dispersion of fillers.

Figure 5(b) shows several sets of vulcanized rubber loss
factor—strain relationship curves. The loss factor of the rubber
composite with antioxidant GMA-g-PPDA was slightly higher
than that of the rubber composite with 4020. The antioxidant
GMA-g-PPDA had double bonds that covulcanized with the
rubber matrix, resulting in a decrease in cross-linking density.
The reduction in cross-linking points is equivalent to reducing
the “binding” between rubber molecular chains, making the
molecular chains easier to move, resulting in periodic
movement of rubber, in which more heat is dissipated and
the loss factor value increases. The —OH in the antioxidant
structure will adsorb or combine with the carbon black,
resulting in tiny aggregation, which will increase the friction
between filler and filler and between filler and rubber, causing
tan 6 to rise. This indirectly indicates that GMA-g-PPDA is
involved in rubber vulcanization.

~
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Figure 4. (a) Cure characteristics of different SBR composites and (b) stretch curves of SBR composites.
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Figure 7. Rubber auto-oxidation mechanism and action mechanism of free radicals and antioxidants.

3.4. Thermo-oxidative Aging Resistance of SBR
Composites. Mechanical properties are crucial for the
effective utilization of rubber products. However, exposure to
heat and oxygen increases the cross-linking density within the
rubber, leading to a decline in the mechanical properties of the
SBR composite material. Testing the changes in the

15405

mechanical properties of SBR composite materials during the
aging process can characterize their aging resistance. Figure
6(a) and (b) illustrates the retention rates of the tensile
strength and elongation at break of the SBR composites before
and after aging. Meanwhile, Figure 6(c) shows the calculated
aging coeflicients of different SBR composite materials. The
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images indicate that the tensile strength and elongation at
break decreased significantly after aging. However, SBR/GMA-
g-PPDA exhibited the highest K value among the antioxidants
under identical aging conditions, indicating that the SBR/
GMA-g-PPDA composites demonstrated exceptional stability.
During the rubber aging process, continuous aging occurred as
new free radicals were generated after the initial ones, as shown
in Figure 7. The antioxidant GMA-g-PPDA swiftly captured
free radicals and avoided outward migration, resulting in long-
term antioxidant effects.

In addition, DMA can be used to measure the dynamic
mechanical properties of viscoelastic materials under varying
frequencies, temperatures, and loads. In this study, we analyzed
the chain motion during the aging of SBR composites by
testing the dynamic mechanical properties of the SBR/
antioxidant composites at different aging times. Figure 6(d)
displays the variation curve of tan & with the temperature of
the SBR/GMA-g-PPDA composite, while Figure 6(e) depicts
the tan 6 value and retention rate of SBR composites. After
undergoing aging, the rubber chains within the SBR composite
material become cross-linked, leading to a decline in its
dynamic mechanical properties and a gradual reduction in the
value of tan 8.*' Compared with other SBR composites, the
rate of decrease in the tan 0 value of SBR/GMA-g-PPDA
composites was lower. Thus, the antioxidant GMA-g-PPDA
exhibited superior resistance to thermal oxidative aging.

3.5. Temperature at the Oxidation Exothermic Peak
(To). The oxidation induction period (OIP) test is commonly
used to quantify the extent of degradation of polymers, such as
rubber or plastic, under specific testing conditions. The OIP
test duration indicates the time required for the material to
undergo autocatalytic oxidation triggered by exposure to high-
temperature-oxygen conditions.”” The greater the OIT value,
the greater the resistance of the material to oxidative
degradation.33 Figure 8 shows the DSC curve of the SBR/
antioxidant composite material under an oxygen atmosphere.
The Ty temperature of the SBR composites with added
antioxidants was higher than that of the composites without
antioxidants, indicating that the addition of antioxidants could
slow the thermal oxidative aging of SBR composites. As an
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——SBR/4010NA ( 271°C)
~———SBR/RD( 262°C)
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Figure 8. DSC curves of SBR/antioxidant composites.

antioxidant, GMA-g-PPDA can effectively improve the
antioxidant degradation ability of the SBR composites, and
its effect is superior to that of other commercial antioxidant
systems.

3.6. Surface Morphology of SBR/Antioxidant Compo-
site Materials. Figure 9 shows that no surface defects are

10pm?

Figure 9. SEM images of the surface of SBR/antioxidant composite
materials under 3 days, S days, and 9 days.

visible on the different SBR/antioxidant composites after 3 and
S days of aging. Nevertheless, with increased aging time and
the erosion effects of heat and oxygen, defects emerged on the
surface of the SBR/4020 composite after 9 days. Similarly,
defects were observed on the surfaces of the SBR/4010NA and
SBR/RD samples. However, GMA-g-PPDA, which exists in the
form of black oil, functions as a plasticizer during thermo-
oxidative aging and demonstrates highly effective and enduring
protective traits by rapidly reacting with and capturing the
generated free radicals.

3.7. Migration of Antioxidants in the SBR Matrix.
3.7.1. Extraction and Accelerated Migration. In the previous
section, we examined the resistance of the GMA-g-PPDA
antioxidants to thermal oxygen aging. Migration resistance was
the primary focus of this study. Solvent extraction was used to
simulate the migration of the antioxidants within the liquid
medium. This method imitates the migration process. The
method of accelerating migration by placing rubber on the
filter paper simulates the migration of antioxidants between
interfaces.

Figure 11 displays the alteration in the color of the
vulcanized rubber samples with the same mass soaked in the
same volume of ethanol at the initial soaking state and after 7
and 30 days of soaking. The migration resistance of the
antioxidants was characterized by observing the color change
of the solution. After 30 days of soaking, the color of multiple-
antioxidant rubber composites from the commercial sector
soaked in ethanol was compared with the color of rubber
composites with the added antioxidant GMA-g-PPDA that
were also soaked in ethanol. Rubber composites containing
antioxidants 4020 and 4010NA were immersed and extracted,
resulting in solutions that were noticeably darker in color than
those of the rubber composites with GMA-PPDA antioxidants,
which had also been immersed. As shown in Figure 10, the
antioxidant GMA-g-PPDA has reactive groups, such as double
bonds, which form chemical bonds with the rubber molecular
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GMA-g-PPDA

Figure 10. Schematic diagram of GMA-g-PPDA/SBR covulcaniza-
tion.

Figure 11. Color change of ethanol after soaking vulcanizate.

chain during vulcanization. The molecular weight of the
antioxidant GMA-g-PPDA exceeded those of 4020 and
4010NA. As a result, GMA-PPDA had better migration
resistance than antioxidants 4020 and 4010NA. The migration
resistance of SBR/GMA-g-PPDA was significantly higher than
that of SBR/GMA/PPDA, indicating that the chemical
bonding between GMA and PPDA could greatly enhance
the migration of PPDA.

The samples were placed in an oven to expedite antioxidant
migration. After 1 week, we found that the color of the filter
paper was changed. The test was conducted at the temperature
of 60 °C, and the corresponding results are presented in Figure
12. The rubber composites containing the antioxidants 4020,
4010NA, and GMA/PPDA resulted in darker colors on the
filter paper. Rubber composites supplemented with the GMA-
g-PPDA antioxidant produced only faint hues on the filter
paper. This result differs from the extraction results. The color

@
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Figure 12. Color change of filter paper (a) before and (b) after aging.

of SBR/GMA-¢g-PPDA was somewhat darker than that of
SBR/RD because of the migration of unreacted PPDA.

3.7.2. Elemental Quantitative Analysis. A quantitative
study was conducted using a UV spectrophotometer. Equal
weights of vulcanized rubber were immersed in methanol of
identical mass. After a 60 h soaking period, the concentration
of the antioxidants in the methanol solution was quantified.

To prepare a standard concentration solution of antioxidants
in ethanol, we analyzed the absorbance using a UV
spectrophotometer, established the relationship between the
absorbance and concentration of antioxidants, and calculated
the antioxidant concentration in the ethanol solution using the
relationship curve. The standard concentrations were 2.5, S,
10, 20, and 40 mg/L.

The UV—visible absorbance of ethanol at 200—400 nm after
soaking the vulcanized rubber is shown in Figure 13 The

0.5
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Figure 13. UV—vis absorbance of ethanol solution after immersion of
vulcanized rubber.

concentrations of the antioxidants that migrated into the
ethanol solution were calculated, as shown in Table 3. After

Table 3. Absorbance and concentration of ethanol solutions
immersed in different vulcanizates

Sample Absorbance Concentration/1072 g/L
4010NA 0.336 1.960
4020 0.303 1.806
GMA-g-PPDA 0.205 1.305

soaking for 60 h, the concentrations of antioxidants 4020 and
4010NA in the ethanol solution were higher than those of
antioxidant GMA-g-PPDA, indicating that antioxidant GMA-g-
PPDA had better solvent extraction resistance than antiox-
idants 4020 and 4010NA.

Table 4 shows the surface nitrogen content of the different
composite materials before and after aging. The aging time was
3 days. The relative contents of the rubber surface elements
were measured using XPS. The table shows the relative
contents of the surface nitrogen elements in the three groups
of samples before and after aging. Before aging, the surface
nitrogen content of the styrene—butadiene rubber composite
with the modified antioxidant GMA-g-PPDA was 1.62%, which
was between those of 4020 and 4010NA. The surface nitrogen
content of SBR/GMA-g-PPDA after aging increased by 18.5%
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Table 4. Nitrogen Contents of Different Composite
Materials before and after Aging

Before
Sample aging After aging Nitrogen content increase rate
4010NA 1.60% 1.98% 23.8%
4020 1.64% 2.04% 24.4%
GMA-g-PPDA 1.62% 1.92% 18.5%

compared with that before aging, which was lower than the
increase rate of the two control groups. This indicates that the
modified antioxidant GMA-g-PPDA was more effective than
the other antioxidants during the aging process.

4. CONCLUSIONS

In this study, a new reactive antioxidant, GMA-g-PPDA, was
successfully synthesized via the epoxy amination of GMA and
PPDA. The antioxidant GMA-g-PPDA exhibited outstanding
long-term thermal oxygen protection properties and exemplary
migration resistance. Moreover, the GMA-g-PPDA was
environmentally friendly. The antioxidant GMA-g-PPDA
contained double bonds. These bonds enable a covulcanization
reaction with the rubber matrix, resulting in grafting onto
molecular chains. This resulted in the notable preservation of
GMA-g-PPDA within the SBR matrix, leading to improved
resistance to antioxidant migration. Therefore, we anticipate
that this study will offer novel insights into the development of
eco-friendly and effective antioxidants for rubber manufactur-
ing.
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