TWO CASES OF POISONING BY MAJOON OR
MAJUM.

By P. Cullen, M.D.
Civil Surgeon, Hoshungabad, Central Provinces.
CASE I.

Mussamut Aj/larukee, aged thirty years, was brought to
hospital, between 11 and 12 o'clock on the night of the 3rd of
April, in a delirious state, caused, it was stated, by eating some
sweetmeats about sis hours previous to admission. Her friends
had given her some tamarind syrup mixed witli dhye, which
had produced vomiting.

On  admission, her symptoms were: pupils considerably
dilated, but sensible to the light; pulse about 90?, rather feeble;
temperature of body rather lower than patural; could sit up,
but not stand; talked incoherently, @nd kept picking at the bed
clothes when the light was held near her face, she would put
out her hands as if to lay hold of jt, but appeared unable to
direct her movements properly, and, after various vain attempts,
would make a sudden grgp at it. A gylphate of zinc emetic was
administered, but it was with the greatest difficulty she was got
to swallow it, and cold was app]_ied to the head, and she was
made to occasionally inhale a little carbonate of ammonia.
She vomited a little in about two hours' time, and then fell off to

sleep. At 8 o'clock the next morning she was quite well.

CASE II.

Mussamut Buggeah, aged fourteen years, daughter of the
above, (Mussamut Allarukee,) was brought to hogpital with her
mother, and was said to have partaken of some of the same
sweetmeat, but had not had gnything given to lier, ner had
she vomited.
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On admission, lier symptoms were of the same land as those
of her mother, but much moxe severe. She was nearly comatose
pupils dilated, and insensible to light; pulse 120?; surface. cqld,
and breathing slightly stertorous. She was treated in a similar
method to her mother, but the emetic operated freely in about
half an hour, after which her py]ge fell to 1002. Diffusible stimu-
lants were then given every hour, and she lay insensible all
night. By 8 o'clock the next porping the somnolence had
worn off, and she laughed and talked in an incoherent manner,
and tried to Jay hold of thingg, and was in a state resembling
that of her mother on admission. Her pulse was mnow 722,
and of moderate volume. A yrge was administered, which
operated freely, and by evening she was much quieter, She
slept well during the second night, and on the morning ©f the
5th April was quite well.

I have recorded these cases because I believe this description
of poisoning is not common, and in these instances the drug
was not given with the intention of cavising death, but to effect
a criminal purpose. Before I learnt the history of the cases,
I took the symptoms t°© be those caused by datura.

From enquiries I have made, I learnt that majum is a good
deal used in these partg for its exhilarating properties, and is
made by boiling the leaves of the gunjah plant in milk, and
straining, and sweetmeats are then made with this milk ;, but
when its more intoxicating effects are required, the milk 1is not
strained. In these cases I found, by = microscopical exa@ina—
tion, portions of leaves both in the sweetmeats and in the
matters rejected by the girl.

In Dr. Ainster's Hindustani Materia JTedica, rmajurn i given
as a Tamool pame, and the ingredients are said to be "gunjah
leaves, milk, ghee, poppy seeds, flowers of the thorn-apple, the
powder ©f the nux yomica, and gugay  but I am told that it
is only when a powerful narcotic is required that all these
articles are used. (Ordinarily, they are satisfied with the

simple bhang.



