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A 72-year-old woman with suspected interstitial lung dis-

ease received transbronchial lung cryobiopsy (TBLC) of the

right lower lobe (Picture 1). Her medical history included

tuberculous pleuritis at 60 years of age. She was a never

smoker.

A chest radiograph obtained after TBLC showed a radio-

lucent area surrounding the right lung. Although the imaging

characteristics were similar to pneumothorax, computed to-

mography demonstrated reticulation with air density sur-

rounding the shaggy-surfaced right lung parenchyma (Pic-

ture 2).

She recovered with rest alone and is doing well without
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recurrence.

Pneumothorax is a concerning complication of TBLC.

Pneumothorax was previously reported to be associated with

presence of pleural tissue in cryobiopsy pathology speci-

mens (1). Although we could not find pleural tissue in the

specimens, TBLC caused pleural injury. The injury tore the

visceral pleura and pleural adhesion after tuberculous pleuri-

tis retained leaked air without the development of pneumot-

horax.

This case highlights our understanding of an atypical

complication of bronchoscopy.
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