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a coouk woman, aged about 35, was first 
seen on the morning of May 4th. She had 
given birth to her sixth child on the early 
morning of May 1st, and the labour was re- 
ported to have been normal, and of short dura- 
tion. The untrained dai insisted that there 
had been no traction on the cord, and this is 

probably correct, as the more popular method 
of aiding the third stage is to stuff a tress of 
the mother's hair into her mouth, so that the 
resulting vomiting will cause expulsion of the 
placenta. As far as the history could be as- 

certained, a protuberance had appeared short- 
ly after birth, and during the day had 
gradually increased in size, but the husband 
forbade the dai giving information: Haemor- 

rhage had been negligible. On examination the 
whole of the uterus was found inverted, lying be- 
tween the thighs, wrapped in a dirty cloth. The 
condition of the patient was excellent, showing no 
signs of shock, nor collapse. Reduction was 

effected under chloroform with great difficulty, 
and only after one and a half hours. The easy 
replacement as described in textbooks was not 

possible, and it was necessary gradually to 

squeeze and knead back the parts, in reverse 
order of the descent, Sub-assistant Surgeon 
Mohin C. Datta and myself alternately carry- 
ing on the somewhat trying process, while 
another assistant gave the anaesthetic, which 
last at no time gave any cause for anxiety. 
" E.C." lotion was liberally applied during the 
whole time of operation. After reduction, 
the vagina was packed with acriflavine gauze, 
and this was renewed daily until the day of 
discharge. No douching was done. No 
shock followed, and most surprisingly there 
was no rise of temperature later. It is re- 

markable that such a serious accident as in- 
version of the uterus could occur, and be 
followed by neither bleeding, shock, not' 

pyrexia. To the patient, the occurrence was 
little more than an inconvenience, and much 

persuasion was required to prevent her 

leaving hospital t'he following day. She even- 

tually left on the seventh day, but has been 
seen since, and the uterus is normal. 


