VIII.

Case of Stricture of the Urethra, followed by extensive Gangrene of the
Scrotum and Perinaum. By Mr C. Anderson, Fellow of the
Royal College ©f Surgeons, Edinburgh.

§. Feb. 1806.7Luke West, = pilot, 52 years of 4ge, about
seven days ago, complained of cold fits with rigour, succeedetd
by heat, though without any perspiration ' irregular = to their
appearance; and wth‘h generally attacked him twice in 24 hours.
He took bark, which, in = £ew qays, put = stop t° these gymptoms.

Soon after this left him, he observed a slight swelling of the
prepuce, and imagining it to arise from.a recent '\I/enereal infec-
tion, he applied to Mr p? who gave him mercurial medicines,
in the use of which he has persisted for three days.

For several years he has laboured under a difficulty of passing
urine, arising from strictures in the yrethra, the effect of old
venereal complaints; for these he had frequently used hougies,
and a variety of other medicines, which only alleviated his com-
‘plaints » the urine alyays flowing i = diminished stream, and
at times attended with considerable pain, which was much ag-
gravated about the time the shivering fits commenced ; he this
morning complained, for the first time, of an unusual enlargement
of the gcrotum, which, 1in the eveningl was much distended,

d. heh littl i
and yery red; he ad made little water alll day, and that with
much pain; the swelling occupied both sides of the gcrotum,
which was very hard and tenge, and extended up t° the root of
the penis : there was also some little redness of the

perinac'um.
Several long scarifications were made in the scrotum, from

which there distilled a great quantity of yrine, tinged with the
blood from the incisions. In a short time the size of the swelling
was diminished, and the scrotum pltted °n pressure, which wes
not the case pefore; the whole cellular substance jygipg =o com-
pletely inj.ected with yrine, that it could not be made to pass from
the cells into others. The mercurial medicines were disconti-
nued ¢ he got bark and a dose of opium at bed-time.



1£i07. Mr AndersonV Case gf Stricture with Gangrene. *25

9. Has passed = tolerably quiet night; the swelling ©f the
scrotum is much diminished , the redness continues much the

same; there is a considerable portion, at the inferior part of the
right side of the scrotum, (which was most gyelled) 1P 2 gangre-
nous state. The redness extends to the perinseum, which is
much gwelled; and near the tuberosity of the right ischium is
pointing, though ! 2 gangrenous State:

As all the bad symptoms proceeded from the urine getting in-
to the cellular gubstance, I was anxious to pass @ small catheter

to prevent any further injection of it. A small sized one could
only be passed down to about the bulbous part of the yrethra,
which gave considerable pain; and, °=» being withdrawn, = few
“drops of blood followed. The abscess in the perinseum was freely
opened ; the finger introduced discovered all the ,,,¢g about the
neck of the bladder ; the prostate gland w== enlarged and hard ,
?but being anxious to introduce the catheter, another attempt was
made, With more success ; the instrument could be felt all along
the canal of the urethra through its gsubstance, and at no part
bare, which gave hopes that the opening in the urethra might be
very minute, and afforded a prospect of healing. Dr Kellie, to
whose friendly assistance I am muclj indebted, kept his finger on
the point of the catheter , and, after some time, it got into the
bladder, by his lifting up the point of the instrument, and there
was immediately discharged = considerable guantity Of urine, of =
very high colour ; the catheter was allowed to remain jin, and he
got gr. ! of opium; some more scarifications were made in the
scrotum, those made last night having nearly healed.

In the eyening I found, t° my great mortification, that he had
withdrawn the catheter, probably i» consequence ©F its irritation,
and a frequent desire to make yater, though he strenuously @=-
serts, that it slipt out whilst he was asleep the scarifications
discharge well.

10. Had = good night; passed water very freely by urethra,
and says mone came L the wound ;. the redness and swelling of

the scrotum are rather diminished ; the gangrenous spot is well
defined, and has not increased , pulse about 100, rather gpall,
and intermits every third gtroke, very reqularly, which it has done

for two days; tongue meist, but a litfle furred; =o head-ach;
little thirst; be]_]_y regular ; continues the bark and wine.

11. gwelling of the scrotum is much diminished , the slough
begins t© separate 3t some parts; scarifications were made into
it; the wound in the perinseum discharges very fetid matter,
and the bottom of it igy sloughy : edges look red and healthy:

tongue and belly == yesterdayj pulse firmer, though it still in-
termits.

12.
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12. The slough was carefully removed by dissection ; testicle
Jiare ; edges OFf sore 100k healthy; = small opening 1% the ypper
part of the scrotum communicated withthe Jarger ; thehridge was
divided; pulse rather firmer, though intermitting; tongue Mo1St;
the sore in perinieo i¢ sloughy at the bottom , in pagging urine> =
$mall quantity comes by the wound ; takes an ounce Of pulv,
cinchon. in 24 hours ; body rather loose , two stools ; to take less
bark; opium 2t bed-time.

"13. Sore of scrotum looks much cleaner, and begins to dis-
charge good pus; that in perinseum i still black and g]oughing;
says that more urine comes hy the wound when he makes watery
pulse fuller, and regular . ate some beef-steak yesterday w1t%’1out
any inconvenience, and had a tolerable pightj tongue MO1St
belly regular ; takes his bark reqularly.

14. Sore looks healthy about edges\ sloughy @t the bottom ¢
most Of urine comes by the wound; pulse small, 80; tongue 3
little furred ; pelly regular.

15. Much as yesterday; continues bark and wine.

16. Has had a restless pight* pulse very SWall and feeble, but
regular; all the urine now comes by the wound; two motionsj
Tather loose; took one grain °fopium i® morning : £ve grains a¢
bed-time ; has taken a bottle gf wine in 24 hours | continues
bark. Thle sore on scrotum looks more heallthy, the cellular sub-
stance Of it is completely destroyed; and this wound communi-
cates with that of the perinseum’ the two wounds were made
into one, by dividing = bridge °Ff integuments.

17. Has passed = quieter night, though he didnot gleep much ;
pulse 84, sl irreqular, though nmet so feeble all the gangrened
cellular subs}:ance, excqst * very little at the upper part of tfce
perinamm, 8 now removed , the bottom of the wound looks
sound and heallthy, and red granulations begin to spring from all
parts Of it; urine observed to flow from three different points; one
stool since yesterday : tongue moist, buta very little foul; to con?
tinue opium, bark, and wine , of the first he takes one grain in
forenoon, and two at bed-time ; a little beef-steak for dinner, and
2 draught ©f porter.

19. Sore looks clean and healthy; discharges pus ©f = good
appearance ; 2t the guperior part of the perinaeum, as well as at
the inferior, it is still a little sloughy: passes urine all by. the

wound, without gp. difficulty, = even gmarting; wound granu-
lates ; that of scrotum very florid 4 pulse 84, intermits at tipeg;

be]_ly rather costive omitted the opium . continues bark; to take
3 1] ofp. jal. comp. 1P the afternoon; thinks a little urine came
fey urethral tongue moist.

21).
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20. Tolerable night; laxative gave ©me motion, though cos-
tive . pulse 80, of tolerable strength; a flexible metallic bougie,
perforated and bent into the form of catheter, was this morning
introduced into the bladder without any great difficulty; 2t
times it met with some obstruction, but, o=n resting for a second
or two, it pagily was made to advance , occasioned a slight
spasmodic affection of yrethra, in consequence ©f mechanical irri-
tation of the catheter; about 5iX ounces of urine were evacuated; the
instrument was allowed to remain, to prevent the urine flowing
through the erosion of the yrethra, which, by passing over mew gra-
nulations, would render them callous, and thereby prevent the heal-
ing of the wound, and form troublesome fistulae. To allay the
irritation, he got °ne grain of opium; to take less wine, and drink
porter; the bottom of wound is of a florid red colour; in it the
following parts are gasily traced, bulbous pary of urethra, cover-
ed with the accelerator urinae muscle of right side; the urethra*
running between it and muscle of the other gjde, could be felt dis-
tinctly with the point of the finger, distended with the catheter )
fhe transversalis perinaei, also of the right side.

21. Has had a quiet night, and suffered no inconvenience fron*
the catheter; pain subsided soon after taking the opium; hax*
passed urine frequently through the instrument, and none comes
by the wound; pulse and tongue much as usual, for these some
days i belly bound; the laxative poyder was repeated this mowrn-
ing, which gave @ motion towards mid-day; takes beef-steak with
porter, for dinner.

22. Has pagsed = quiet night, though with but little gleep;
wound looks well; no inconvenience from the catheter, through
which he makes water easily, and whenever the desire of evacu-
ating the bladder comes on pulse still feeble and irreqular, beat-
ing 84- times in a minute, With an intermission at the end of every
thil’j]. pulsation; tongue moist, still a little foul; =me head-achj
appetite good; te omit tile opium in the evening, == he complains
pf being costive.

24. Every thing goes o= well; ulcer quite clean, and dis-
£harge good ; feels no inconvenience in wearing the catheter, ex-
cept from the length, which projects a-good deal beyond ex-
tremity ©f penis; passes his urine without j,. pain; nene comes

by wound ;. in expelling the last drops, however, he feels a desire
as if to void gmore; as this arises from the irritation of instru-

ment on CEIViX yegicae, he was directed to desist from pressing}
whilst the urine still flows in a gtream, to cork the catheter, and
turn on his back; by this, the small quantity of urine which re-
jnains will prevent the collapse ©f the bladder on the instrument,
Jjy distending the lower payt of it.

25.
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25. This he has now practised for two days, and finds the un-
easiness produced 1P expelling the last drops ©f urine, together
with the great desire to continue expelling it, to have diminished
very much. . ‘

March 3. The wound in the peringeym has filled yp yery
much, though, at the lower part, it is still very deep . but all of
it looks clean and yery healthy.l T1j1e sore in the scrotum is now
level with gkin, andbegins to cicatrize pulse g0, and fyll, though
at times jrreqular; tongue clean and mpist; belly natural; ap-
petite good; and sleeps well; though, till last night, he has ge-
nerally taken = dose of gpiym, having found, by experience, that
it was requisite.?Last night, however, he glgpt well without
any; has sat yp = little, though he is =o much reduced, that, if he
continues long in the erect posture, he feels faint, and becomes
so fatigued, that he is obliged to lie down in bed. Upon the
whole, the cure goes o 2% well as could be expected, consider-
ing him to be a man of an emaciated hgbit, and debilitated con-
sti‘tution‘. .The wound looks very healthy; and that part of it
Wlthh is incarnated looks sounq and firm, and dlscharges very
lllttle matlter; the sore, however, is dr'essed morning and evening,
fie continues to take a dose of Peruvian phark, four times a-day-

. , i
to drink half a bottlle of wine, and a bottle of porter, every day .
and makes a good dinner of peef-steak, or roasted meat, &cC.

6. Every thing continues to wear a favourable aspect. The
catheter was withdrawn this morning, having been worn exactly
fourteen days; pulse, tongue, 2P belly, are much as forperly,

7. Continues ywell; has made water four times since yesterday
morning, Which flows eagily through the urethra, in a larger
-stream than for seven years past, without pain or difficulty, and
none comes gyay by the wound ;| he passed a better I’light than
since he was {]], which he ascribes to the catheter having been
removed, although P experienced mc great uneasiness from it
during the time it remained in the bladder.

10. The urine continues to be passed freely through the ure-
thra , the wound to look healthy and to cicatrize.  When the
urine has copled, and remained some time in the vessel, there is
= slight deposition of glairy matter.  HE was put ypon the use
of uva yrsi, of which he is to take 3 ss. three times a-day

.20' ‘Every thing cc‘mtinues to go on well. The sediment in the
urine is rather less in quantity since taking the uva ursi ; con-
tinue.

April 5 Sore nearly healed up, except at the lower part ©of
the perinaeum urine ¢ passed without ,py pain or difficulty.
The quantlty of sediment in the urine is nearly the same as it

ha*
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has been for some time; is able to walk about his room; and
gains strength daily.

20. The sore is nearly all cicatrized ; one small part in the
centre, and another at the lower part is still a little tender; urine
‘passed easily: the sediment has been nearly the same in quan-
tity for some weeks , has taken the uva ursi reqularly; but as
there is no change, it is discontinued.

May 3. As the quantity of sediment in his urine has increas-
ed since leaving off the uva yrgi, he has begun it again; for a
few days, he took 3 1] for a dogse, but this day 31.

10. Continues to take uva yrgi, and the sediment in his urine
is in less quantity ¢ he now walks about; discharges his urine
freely, without any harm or difficulty, and considers himself in
perfect health.

Leith, 1806.



