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ABSTRACT We reported nearly complete genomic sequences of 12 serotypes of human
rhinoviruses (HRVs) isolated from pediatric inpatients in Fukushima, Japan using an air-liquid
interface culture of human bronchial tracheal epithelial cells. We found that various sero-
types of HRV circulated locally and simultaneously from 2018 to 2021.

uman rhinoviruses (HRVs) belong to the family Picornaviridae and have a genome that

consists of approximately 7.2 kb of positive-sense single-stranded RNA. There are three
main species of HRVs (A, B, C) and more than 160 (sero)types (1, 2). Once the HRV types were
distinguished by serological assays. Currently, they are distinguished by genetic methods due
to the difficulty of virus propagation in cell cultures (3). The HRV genome comprises a 5’
untranslated region that contains an internal ribosome entry site, a single open reading
frame, and a 3’ untranslated region (4). HRVs are a major cause of pediatric pneumonia follow-
ing respiratory syncytial virus infection and sometimes cause severe acute respiratory infections
in children (5-8). HRVs have also been detected in coinfections with acute respiratory patho-
gens (7-9), and coinfection with coronaviruses has recently been reported to affect the
outcome of diseases by exacerbating or reducing virus infections (10, 11).

In this study, 12 HRVs were successfully isolated from specimens obtained from pediatric
patients with severe acute respiratory infections in Fukushima, Japan, and their nearly complete
genomic sequences were obtained (Table 1). Nasopharyngeal swabs were collected from 2018
to 2021, and those that were HRV positive by multiplex real-time PCR for respiratory viruses
(12-14) were used for virus isolation. The air-liquid interface culture of human bronchial/tra-
cheal epithelial cells (HBTEC-ALI) was prepared as described previously (15-17). At 7 or 11 days
after inoculation onto HBTEC-ALI culture with specimens, cells were washed with a culture
medium, and the presence of virus in cell wash was confirmed by real-time RT-PCR. The cell
wash showed that HRV positive was stored as virus stock. Nucleic acids were extracted
from virus stock using a QlAamp Viral RNA Mini kit (Qiagen, Hilden, Germany). Libraries for
next-generation sequencing were prepared using a NEBNext Ultra Il RNA Library Prep Kit
for lllumina (New England Biolabs, Ipswich, MA, USA) following the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions. The indexed libraries were analyzed for 2 x 150 cycles on a DNBSEQ-G400 sequencer
at Genewiz (South Plainfield, NJ, USA). Reads were trimmed and then de novo assembled
using the CLC Genomics Workbench (v21.0.4, Qiagen) with default settings. The assembled
sequences were analyzed on BLASTn (https://blast.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Blast.cgi?PROGRAM=
blastn&BLAST_SPEC=GeoBlast&PAGE_TYPE=BlastSearch) and the sequence that showed
the highest similarity was considered the HRV type of the assembled sequence. The coverage
was calculated by mapping of reads to the assembled sequence.
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Among the 12 HRV isolates, three were mono-infections and nine were coinfections with
other viruses (Table 1). Using real-time RT-PCR tests to detect HRVs, the Cp values ranged
from 24.21 to 38.13. The Cp values in the coinfection samples were high. The type of each
isolate was different. Among them, the number of registered complete sequences was very
small for several types (Table 1). The 12 isolates and their genomic sequence information will
be helpful to study virus characteristics, such as serological responses, in rare types.

Data availability. The 12 nearly complete HRV genome sequences have been deposited
in GenBank under accession numbers LC699414, LC699415, LC699416, LC699417, LC699418,
LC699419, LC699420, LC699421, LC699422, LC699423, LLC699424, and LC699425 (Table 1).
The raw reads have been deposited under BioProject number PRIDB13572. Each run data
set has been deposited in DDBJ under accession number DRR374977, DRR374978, DRR374979,
DRR374980, DRR374981, DRR374982, DRR374983, DRR374984, DRR374985, DRR374986,
DRR374987, and DRR374988.
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