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Dear Editor
Many thanks for the opportunity to respond to the interesting letter to the Editor from Merkel, Jayne, and Bekker, with 
regard to our publication “ANCA Associated Vasculitis Subtypes: Recent Insights and Future Perspectives”.1

In the management section of our review article, we highlighted some examples of where “personalized” treatment 
could be explored further in trials of ANCA associated vasculitis.

Our main evidence in terms of the influence of serotype on disease outcomes was in relation to the RAVE study, ie, 
PR3-ANCA cases responding better to Rituximab than cyclophosphamide in terms of long-term outcomes.2

We did, however, also reference the ADVOCATE study and appreciate that, in doing so, we could have been clearer 
about our meaning. The comment about MPO-ANCA cases within ADVOCATE was based on 12-month outcomes for 
sustained remission, in which there were numerically more sustained remissions in the avacopan-treated MPO group 
versus the PR3 group and both prednisolone-treated groups.3 We intended to highlight that numerical differences – even 
if not statistically significant or powered – may warrant future work into the effect of ANCA subtype on response to 
treatment.

However, we completely appreciate Merkel et al highlighting the important point that the ADVOCATE trial was not 
primarily powered to assess differences in ANCA subtype and background immunosuppression and, therefore, the 
current data does not currently indicate a personalized medicine approach in relation to avacopan.

We hope this helps to clarify things and look forward to new trials in the future where these interesting topics can be 
explored in greater depth.

Disclosure
Dr Joanna C. Robson reports grants and/or personal fees from Vifor Pharma, Vifor Pharma, and Vifor Pharma, outside the 
submitted work; and led the development of the AAV PRO, GCA PRO, and Steroid PRO. The authors report no other 
conflicts of interest in this communication.

References
1. Austin K, Janagan S, Wells M, et al. ANCA associated vasculitis subtypes: recent insights and future perspectives. J Inflamm Res. 

2022;15:2567–2582.
2. Unizony S, Villarreal M, Miloslavsky EM, et al. Clinical outcomes of treatment of anti-neutrophil cytoplasmic antibody (ANCA)-associated 

vasculitis based on ANCA type. Ann Rheum Dis. 2016;75(6):1166–1169.
3. Jayne DR, Merkel PA, Schall TJ, Bekker P; ADVOCATE Study Group. Avacopan for the treatment of ANCA-associated vasculitis. N Engl J Med. 

2021;384(7):599–609.

Journal of Inflammation Research 2022:15 5687–5688                                                     5687
© 2022 Austin et al. This work is published and licensed by Dove Medical Press Limited. The full terms of this license are available at https://www.dovepress.com/terms. 
php and incorporate the Creative Commons Attribution – Non Commercial (unported, v3.0) License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). By accessing the 

work you hereby accept the Terms. Non-commercial uses of the work are permitted without any further permission from Dove Medical Press Limited, provided the work is properly attributed. For 
permission for commercial use of this work, please see paragraphs 4.2 and 5 of our Terms (https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php).

Journal of Inflammation Research                                                         Dovepress
open access to scientific and medical research

Open Access Full Text Article

Received: 24 August 2022
Accepted: 14 September 2022
Published: 5 October 2022

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-4755-2078
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-7939-5978
http://www.dovepress.com/permissions.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com


Dove Medical Press encourages responsible, free and frank academic debate. The content of the Journal of Inflammation Research ‘letters to the editor’ section does not necessarily 
represent the views of Dove Medical Press, its officers, agents, employees, related entities or the Journal of Inflammation Research editors. While all reasonable steps have been taken to 
confirm the content of each letter, Dove Medical Press accepts no liability in respect of the content of any letter, nor is it responsible for the content and accuracy of any letter to the 
editor.  

Journal of Inflammation Research                                                                                                     Dovepress 

Publish your work in this journal 
The Journal of Inflammation Research is an international, peer-reviewed open-access journal that welcomes laboratory and clinical findings on 
the molecular basis, cell biology and pharmacology of inflammation including original research, reviews, symposium reports, hypothesis 
formation and commentaries on: acute/chronic inflammation; mediators of inflammation; cellular processes; molecular mechanisms; pharmacology 
and novel anti-inflammatory drugs; clinical conditions involving inflammation. The manuscript management system is completely online and 
includes a very quick and fair peer-review system. Visit http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php to read real quotes from published authors.  

Submit your manuscript here: https://www.dovepress.com/journal-of-inflammation-research-journal

DovePress                                                                                                               Journal of Inflammation Research 2022:15 5688

https://doi.org/JIR.S385293/JIR.S387397

Austin et al                                                                                                                                                           Dovepress

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://www.dovepress.com
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php
https://www.facebook.com/DoveMedicalPress/
https://twitter.com/dovepress
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dove-medical-press
https://www.youtube.com/user/dovepress
https://www.dovepress.com
https://www.dovepress.com

	Dear Editor
	Disclosure
	References

