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After this article [1] was published, concerns were raised about western blots in Figs 2, 5, 7 and

8, microscopy images in Figs 5 and 7, and charts in Fig 1.

Specifically:

• In Figs 2A-D, 5Bi-iv, 7Bi-iv, and 8A-D in this article, a number of blots and/or bands appear

similar to each other across two or more figure panels, in some cases with 180˚ rotation.

Some blots and/or bands in these figures of [1] also appear similar to images in Fig 2 in [2],

and Fig 2a in [3].

• Several panels in Figs 5C and 7C appear similar, in some cases with 180˚ rotation.

• In Fig 1A and 1B, the error bars for different organs appear similar within each age group.

In response to queries about these figures, the first author has indicated they stand by the

validity of the results reported in the article. PLOS has not yet received conclusive information

about the availability of the underlying data for the experiments in question.

Follow up on these issues is ongoing; in the meantime, the PLOS ONE Editors issue this

Expression of Concern.
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