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Dear editor
Wang et al used the Web of Science to perform a bibliometric study of operating room management articles.1 We recently 
performed a similar study using Scopus.2 The databases include many publications that overlap but some that differ, 
making their use complementary. Furthermore, the two studies addressed different questions.1,2 Notably, Wang et al 
examined the cooperation among authors with many publications in the field.1 This is a good addition, but their counts by 
authors differ from ours, substantively more than we would expect from database and search protocol differences.

In Wang et al’s Figure 4, “Franklin Dexter” and “F Dexter” both had multiple publications. They appear to have been 
treated as distinct authors but are the same person. “Richard H. Epstein” and “R Epstein” also represent the same 
individual, as are “Johannes Ledolter” and “J Ledolter”, but each pair looks in the figure to be distinct. Likely there are 
many other examples, not exposed in Figure 4 because only the highest publishing names are displayed. We request that 
the authors redo their analysis after name disambiguation, a step that is recommended for bibliographic studies performed 
at the author level,3 and present revised versions of Figure 4 and Table 4. Because Web of Science uses both its 
ResearcherID and the Open Researcher and Contributor ID (ORCiD) for author identification and lists alternative 
presentations of their names, this should be straightforward for the authors with multiple related publications (ie, those 
who would appear in Figure 4).

Funding
This study was supported by the authors’ departments.

Disclosure
The Division of Management Consulting of the University of Iowa’s Department of Anesthesia provides consultations to 
hospitals and corporations. Dr. Dexter receives no funds personally other than his salary and allowable expense 
reimbursements from the University of Iowa and has tenure with no incentive program. He and his family have no 
financial holdings in any company related to his work other than indirectly through mutual funds for retirement. Income 
from the Division’s consulting work is used to fund Division research. A list of all the Division’s consults is available in 
his posted curriculum vitae at https://FranklinDexter.net/Contact_Info.htm. The authors report no other conflicts of 
interest in this communication.

References
1. Wang K, Wang X, Xu C, Bai L. Bibliometric research on surgical scheduling management from the perspective of Web of Science. J Multidiscip 

Healthc. 2024;17:3715–3726. doi:10.2147/JMDH.S458410

Journal of Multidisciplinary Healthcare 2024:17 3993–3994                                               3993
© 2024 Dexter and Epstein. This work is published and licensed by Dove Medical Press Limited. The full terms of this license are available at https://www.dovepress.com/ 
terms.php and incorporate the Creative Commons Attribution – Non Commercial (unported, v3.0) License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). By accessing 

the work you hereby accept the Terms. Non-commercial uses of the work are permitted without any further permission from Dove Medical Press Limited, provided the work is properly attributed. 
For permission for commercial use of this work, please see paragraphs 4.2 and 5 of our Terms (https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php).

Journal of Multidisciplinary Healthcare                                                 Dovepress
open access to scientific and medical research

Open Access Full Text Article

Received: 1 August 2024
Accepted: 9 August 2024
Published: 15 August 2024

http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5897-2484
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-8466-3845
https://FranklinDexter.net/Contact_Info.htm
https://doi.org/10.2147/JMDH.S458410
http://www.dovepress.com/permissions.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.dovepress.com/terms.php
https://www.dovepress.com


2. Dexter F, Scheib S, Xie W, Epstein RH. Bibliometric analysis of contributions of anesthesiology journals and anesthesiologists to operating room 
management science. Anesth Analg. 2024;138:1120–1128. doi:10.1213/ANE.0000000000006694

3. Tekles A, Bornmann L. Author name disambiguation of bibliometric data: a&nbsp; comparison of &nbsp; several unsupervised approaches. Quant 
Sci Studies. 2020;1(4):1510–1528. doi:10.1162/qss_a_00081

Dove Medical Press encourages responsible, free and frank academic debate. The contentTxt of the Journal of Multidisciplinary Healthcare ‘letters to the editor’ section does not 
necessarily represent the views of Dove Medical Press, its officers, agents, employees, related entities or the Journal of Multidisciplinary Healthcare editors. While all reasonable steps 
have been taken to confirm the contentTxt of each letter, Dove Medical Press accepts no liability in respect of the contentTxt of any letter, nor is it responsible for the contentTxt and 
accuracy of any letter to the editor.  

Journal of Multidisciplinary Healthcare                                                                                             Dovepress 

Publish your work in this journal 
The Journal of Multidisciplinary Healthcare is an international, peer-reviewed open-access journal that aims to represent and publish research in 
healthcare areas delivered by practitioners of different disciplines. This includes studies and reviews conducted by multidisciplinary teams as well 
as research which evaluates the results or conduct of such teams or healthcare processes in general. The journal covers a very wide range of areas 
and welcomes submissions from practitioners at all levels, from all over the world. The manuscript management system is completely online and 
includes a very quick and fair peer-review system. Visit http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php to read real quotes from published authors.  

Submit your manuscript here: https://www.dovepress.com/journal-of-multidisciplinary-healthcare-journal

DovePress                                                                                                      Journal of Multidisciplinary Healthcare 2024:17 3994

https://doi.org/10.2147/JMDH.S489745

Dexter and Epstein                                                                                                                                                 Dovepress

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://doi.org/10.1213/ANE.0000000000006694
https://doi.org/10.1162/qss_a_00081
https://www.dovepress.com
http://www.dovepress.com/testimonials.php
https://www.facebook.com/DoveMedicalPress/
https://twitter.com/dovepress
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dove-medical-press
https://www.youtube.com/user/dovepress
https://www.dovepress.com
https://www.dovepress.com

	Dear editor
	Funding
	Disclosure

