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Gastric gastrointestinal stromal tumor mimicking
cystic tumor of the pancreas: Diagnosed by endoscopic
ultrasound-fine-needle aspiration
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A 53-year-old male presented with upper abdominal
pain of 3 months duration. On clinical examination,
a vague lump was palpable in the epigastric region.
Contrast-enhanced computed tomography (CECT) of
the abdomen revealed a large cystic lesion measuring
8 cm near the tail of the pancreas [Figure 1]. It had
an enhancing solid component in the periphery of
the cyst [Figure 2]. Upper gastrointestinal endoscopy
revealed normal gastric mucosa. A possibility of
cystic pancreatic neoplasm was kept and the patient
underwent endoscopic ultrasound (EUS). The EUS
revealed a heteroechoic lesion arising from the stomach
wall with solid and cystic areas [Figure 3|. There were
small anechoic areas in the solid component of the
lesion suggestive of necrosis [Figure 4]. The lesion
could be seen arising from the muscularis propria. EUS-
guided fine-needle aspiration (FNA) was performed
from the solid component and the cytology revealed
features suggestive of a spindle cell tumor [Figure 5].
The patient underwent surgical excision of the tumor
and the histopathological examination confirmed the
presence of gastrointestinal stromal tumor (GIST).
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GISTs are mesenchymal tumors, which usually arise
from the stomach, small intestine, large intestine, or
esophagus. They usually present as solid masses and

Figure 1. CT of the abdomen: Large cystic lesion measuring 8 cm in
the tail of the pancreas

This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0
License, which allows others to remix, tweak, and build upon the
work non-commercially, as long as the author is credited and the
new creations are licensed under the identical terms.

For reprints contact: reprints@medknow.com

How to cite this article: Rana SS, Sharma V, Sharma R, Gunjan D,
Dhalaria L, Gupta R, et al. Gastric gastrointestinal stromal tumor
mimicking cystic tumor of the pancreas: Diagnosed by endoscopic
ultrasound-fine-needle aspiration. Endosc Ultrasound 2015;4:351-2.

Address for correspondence

Dr. Surinder Singh Rana, Department of Gastroenterology, Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and Research (PGIMER),

Chandigarh - 160 012, India. E-mail: drsurinderrana@yahoo.co.in

Received: 2015-05-04; Accepted: 2015-05-18

I © 2015 SPRING MEDIA PUBLISHING CO. LTD | PUBLISHED BY WOLTERS KLUWER - MEDKNOW



Rana, et al.: EUS in GIST

Figure 2. CT of the abdomen: Enhancing solid component in the
periphery of the cyst

Figure 4. EUS: Small anechoic areas in the solid component of the lesion

cystic degeneration of a GIST is very rare"” The cystic
degeneration is usually seen in larger tumors because of
liquefaction and hemorrhage. EUS-FNA may provide
an opportunity to obtain the tissue for preoperative
diagnosis.”* EUS findings are vatiable and may include
complex cystic lesions with hyperechoic debris or
hypoechoic rounded lesion.*?!
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Figure 3. EUS: Heteroechoic lesion arising from the stomach wall with
solid and cystic areas

Figure 5. EUS-guided FNA from the solid component of cystic lesion
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