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Emerging research has highlighted the significance of
aging in the right place (AIRP) by recognizing that secure
and optimal housing should support an individual’s unique
vulnerabilities and lifestyles. Existing literature, however, has
yet to consider what it means for older people experiencing
homelessness and/or housing insecurity to age-in-the-right-
place. In order to address this knowledge gap, a review of
person-environment fit models for older people and other
relevant literature was conducted to determine critical iden-
tifiers of AIRP for housing insecure older people. Findings
from this literature review were then refined in collaboration
with interdisciplinary scholars and community partners to
establish a conceptual framework. This paper presents the
resulting conceptual framework and outlines the key indica-
tors of AIRP relevant to housing insecure older people. The
proposed framework provides a practical and meaningful
contribution to the literature which can be used to promote
housing security among individuals often excluded from ex-
isting aging-in-place models.

AGING IN THE RIGHT PLACE? PHOTOVOICE WITH
OLDER ADULTS RESIDING IN SHELTERS DURING
COVID-19
Vibha Kaushik, Jill Hoselton and Christine Walsh,
University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, Canada

Aging in the right place (AIRP) involves supporting older
adults to live as long as possible in their homes and commu-
nities, recognizing that where an older person lives impacts
their ability to age optimally and must match their unique
lifestyles and vulnerabilities. Photovoice, a participatory ac-
tion research strategy, allows people to document their ex-
periences through photography, promoting critical dialogue
about issues such as AIRP and rights-based housing. This
presentation highlights the concept of AIRP from the per-
spectives of a diverse group of older adults living in prom-
ising practices shelters in Vancouver, Montreal, and Calgary,
Canada using photovoice. Findings indicate that the pro-
cess promoted a sense of empowerment among participants.
Insights about older adults’ perceptions of AIRP residing in
shelters to best meet their intersectional identities, housing,
and support needs will be shared. Findings inform policy ini-
tiatives that promote AIRP and the right to adequate housing
for older adults experiencing homelessness.
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Homeless populations require spaces and services that
take into account their life trajectories. The Aging in the
Right Place - Environmental Checklist (AIRP-ENV) is an en-
vironmental audit tool developed by our team to evaluate the

accessibility and overall design features of housing targeted
for aging individuals experiencing homelessness. Researchers
in Vancouver, Calgary and Montreal employed this tool in
2021 to evaluate environmental features in selected prom-
ising practices to identify built environment factors that pro-
mote aging in the right place. Preliminary findings reveal the
following themes across sites: access to communal and rec-
reational spaces encourage social inclusion and meaningful
recreation opportunities; barrier-free built environment fea-
tures foster independence and safety; and access to services
and amenities encourage community mobility. Findings dem-
onstrate a need to employ a broader evaluative lens that
incorporates psycho-social factors to gain a nuanced under-
standing of aging in the right place for older adults who have
experienced homelessness.
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The Aging in the Right Place (AIRP) project is a multi-
year, multi-city partnership grant on aging, housing inse-
curity and homelessness. This paper presents findings from
provider/staff interviews (N=5) at a Temporary Housing
Program (THP) serving older people experiencing (or at
risk of) homelessness (OPEH) in Vancouver, Canada. The
researchers sought to understand the strengths and weak-
nesses of the program, scale-up (i.e., policies) and/or scale
out impacts (i.e., on people and communities), as well as
how the program promotes housing security and stability for
OPEH. Narrative data reveals the program provided housing
stability to OPEH by offering increased access to resources
(food, pharmaceutical, transportation, social support and
engagement). Additionally, through the promotion of client
autonomy, privacy and security in their housing unit, the or-
ganization and staff work to support and foster AIRP among
their clients and help to transform a temporary housing
space into a secure home-type setting.
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SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT AND WELL-BEING AMONG
CHINESE OLDER ADULTS
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Social engagement is increasingly recognized as a pro-
tective factor to promote healthy aging. This sympo-
sium provides new findings on social participation and
social isolation in relation to individuals’ health and
well-being among the Chinese populations. Using the
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Chinese Longitudinal Healthy Longevity Survey, the first
study examined the trends of leisure activity engagement
among young-old adults aged 65-74 in China over a 16-year
period. Findings revealed a general downward trend of



