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ABSTRACT Inflammasomes are cytosolic multiprotein signaling complexes that are
activated upon pattern recognition receptor-mediated recognition of pathogen-
derived ligands or endogenous danger signals. Their assembly activates the down-
stream inflammatory caspase-1 and caspase-4/5 (human) or caspase-11 (mouse),
which induces cytokine release and pyroptotic cell death through the cleavage of
the pore-forming effector gasdermin D. Pathogen detection by host cells also results
in the production and release of interferons (IFNs), which fine-tune inflammasome-
mediated responses. IFN-induced guanylate-binding proteins (GBPs) have been
shown to control the activation of the noncanonical inflammasome by recruiting
caspase-4 on the surface of cytosolic Gram-negative bacteria and promoting its
interaction with lipopolysaccharide (LPS). The Gram-negative opportunistic bacterial
pathogen Burkholderia thailandensis infects epithelial cells and macrophages and
hijacks the host actin polymerization machinery to spread into neighboring cells.
This process causes host cell fusion and the formation of so-called multinucleated
giant cells (MNGCs). Caspase-1- and IFN-regulated caspase-11-mediated inflamma-
some pathways play an important protective role against B. thailandensis in mice,
but little is known about the role of IFNs and inflammasomes during B. thailandensis
infection of human cells, particularly epithelial cells. Here, we report that IFN-g pri-
ming of human epithelial cells restricts B. thailandensis-induced MNGC formation in
a GBP1-dependent manner. Mechanistically, GBP1 does not promote bacteriolysis or
impair actin-based bacterial motility but acts by inducing caspase-4-dependent
pyroptosis of the infected cell. In addition, we show that IFN-g priming of human pri-
mary macrophages confers a more efficient antimicrobial effect through inflamma-
some activation, further confirming the important role that interferon signaling
plays in restricting Burkholderia replication and spread.

IMPORTANCE The Gram-negative bacteria of the Burkholderia species are associated
with human diseases ranging from pneumonia to life-threatening melioidosis.
Upon infection through inhalation, ingestion, or the percutaneous route, these
bacteria can spread and establish granuloma-like lesions resulting from the fusion
of host cells to form multinucleated giant cells (MNGCs). Burkholderia resistance to
several antibiotics highlights the importance to better understand how the innate
immune system controls infections. Here, we report that interferons protect human
epithelial cells against Burkholderia-induced MNGC formation, specifically through
the action of the interferon-induced GBP1 protein. Mechanistically, GBP1 acts by
inducing caspase-4-dependent cell death through pyroptosis, allowing the infected
cells to be quickly eliminated before bacterial spread and the formation of MNGCs.
This study provides evidence that interferon-induced innate immune activation,
through GBP1 and caspase-4, confers protection against Burkholderia infection,
potentially opening new perspectives for therapeutic approaches.
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B urkholderia is a genus of Gram-negative bacteria and includes species that are
pathogenic for humans, such as Burkholderia mallei and the soil-dwelling species

B. pseudomallei. The former is the causative agent of glanders, a contagious zoonotic
infectious disease that primarily affects horses, whereas the latter is the etiological
agent of human melioidosis (1–4). Melioidosis is an infectious disease present mostly
in Asia, Africa, and South America and endemic in Thailand and northern Australia. The
disease is thought to develop upon bacterial infection through inhalation, ingestion of
contaminated food or water, or direct contact with the soil through skin abrasions.
Depending on the infection route, patients display a wide range of clinical signs and
symptoms (e.g., sepsis, pneumonia, and encephalitis, etc.) that can lead to a fatal out-
come, mostly if left untreated (1–4). B. pseudomallei is naturally resistant to several anti-
biotics, and its wide environmental dissemination and ability to spread through aero-
sols led to its classification as a potential biowarfare/bioterrorism agent. The closely
related but opportunistic pathogenic species B. thailandensis has been widely used as
a laboratory infection model to study melioidosis, as it shares an identical intracellular
life cycle with B. mallei and B. pseudomallei. The bacteria invade phagocytic and non-
phagocytic cells using T3SS (type III secretion system)-injected effector proteins and
quickly escape from the endocytic compartment into the host cytosol (5, 6). Once cyto-
solic, B. thailandensis replicates and uses actin-based motility by coopting the host
Arp2/3 complex through the bacterial protein BimA (6, 7), which allows it to form pro-
trusions and spread to neighboring cells in a process requiring a type VI secretion sys-
tem (T6SS). A hallmark of Burkholderia cell-to-cell spread is host cell fusion and the for-
mation of so-called multinucleated giant cells (MNGCs). The presence of MNGCs has
been observed in the tissues of patients with melioidosis (8), and they are thought to
occur through T6SS effectors, specifically the T6SS protein VgrG5 (6, 9, 10).

Interferons (IFNs) are central cytokines in modulating host cell-autonomous defense
and innate immune responses against a wide variety of pathogens. IFN signaling pathways
induce the expression of IFN-stimulating genes (ISGs), which encode effector proteins that
participate in immunity against viruses, bacteria, and protozoan parasites (11–15).
Prominent among the ISGs are the guanylate-binding proteins (GBPs), a family of dynamin-
like large GTPases with the ability to target intracellular parasites and Gram-negative bacte-
ria, thus triggering inflammasome activation and antimicrobial mechanisms in both mouse
and human cells (11–13). The role of GBPs in inflammasome activation is best studied for
human GBP1, which has the ability to directly interact with lipopolysaccharide (LPS), the
major component of the Gram-negative bacterial outer membrane. By functioning as a
bona fide LPS sensor, human GBP1 (hGBP1) assembles a platform that recruits other GBP
family members (hGBP2 to -4 [hGPB2-4]) (16) and caspase-4 directly on the surface of cyto-
solic Salmonella enterica serovar Typhimurium or Shigella flexneri cells (17–21). This in turn
allows the activation of the so-called noncanonical inflammasome via LPS-induced cas-
pase-4 oligomerization and activation, which cleaves the pore-forming cell death effector
gasdermin D (GSDMD) to induce proinflammatory pyroptosis and interleukin-18 (IL-18)
release (22, 23). In mouse macrophages, however, additional IFN-inducible GTPases such as
immunity-related GTPases (IRGs) (which are not present in human cells except for an IRGM
truncated form and immunity-related GTPases (IRGs) [24]) seem to play an antimicrobial
role (25–28). It has been shown that mouse GBPs recruit Irgb10 onto bacterial surfaces to
induce bacteriolysis and the release of bacterial pathogen-associated molecular patterns
(PAMPs) that induce inflammasome activation and pyroptosis (25, 27, 28).

In a mouse model of infection, IFNs have been proposed to play a protective role in
restricting Burkholderia infection by inducing Casp11 upregulation (29). IFN production
during Burkholderia infection, however, seems to be only a second layer of defense
and occurs as a consequence of Burkholderia-induced activation of the canonical
NLRC4 inflammasome and subsequent IL-18 secretion (30–32). Recent work has also
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suggested that in mouse macrophages, GBP coating of Burkholderia cells restricts cell
fusion by preventing bacterial actin-based motility and spread (33). Unlike the mouse
infection model, where data clearly support a role for IFNs in mediating Burkholderia
restriction, little is known about the role of this cytokine in human cells, specifically in
epithelial cells, in response to B. thailandensis.

Here, we provide evidence that in human epithelial cells, GBP1 restricts B. thailan-
densis-induced MNGC formation and that GBP1-dependent restriction is mediated by
caspase-4-induced pyroptosis of infected cells and independent of restricting bacterial
motility. Moreover, we show that the IFN-mediated restriction of B. thailandensis
expands to several physiologically more relevant human cell lines, such as keratino-
cytes (HaCaT) and bronchial epithelial cells (HBEC3-KT). Finally, we observe that even in
primary human macrophages, IFN priming confers a much more efficient clearance of
Burkholderia infections.

RESULTS
Interferons restrict MNGC formation in epithelial cells during B. thailandensis

infection. In a mouse model of infection, type I and type II IFNs have been described
to participate in the immune response against B. thailandensis (29, 33, 34). However, it
has been suggested that they play differential roles in epithelial cells and macrophages
(35). Moreover, how IFNs regulate defense against this bacterium in the human system
remains poorly understood. To gain more insights into the role of IFN priming in pro-
tecting human epithelial cells against B. thailandensis infection, we infected HeLa cells
with B. thailandensis and monitored the formation of MNGCs, a hallmark of B. thailan-
densis spread and replication. Microscopy-based analysis showed that by 20 h postin-
fection (p.i.), naive HeLa cells formed large cell clusters with tightly packed nuclei
(Fig. 1a; see also Fig. S1a in the supplemental material), consistent with the formation
of cell aggregates known as MNGCs (6, 36). Through image-based quantification, we
estimated that approximately 50% of all nuclei belonged to giant cells (Fig. 1b).
Strikingly, B. thailandensis-induced MNGC formation was almost completely restricted
in IFN-g-primed HeLa cells (Fig. 1a and b and Fig. S1a). Importantly, IFN-g did not inter-
fere with bacterial uptake as assayed by CFU counting (Fig. S1b).

Two main classes of IFNs have been described: type I, which includes many IFN
types, such as IFN-a and IFN-b , and type II, e.g., IFN-g. Following cognate receptor
binding, both classes trigger a downstream signaling pathway through STAT1 that cul-
minates in the transcription of interferon-stimulated genes (ISGs) (37). In order to con-
firm the role of IFN signaling in restricting MNGC formation, we used the STAT1 inhibi-
tor fludarabine. IFN-g-primed HeLa cells pretreated with fludarabine lost the ability to
restrict MNGC formation upon B. thailandensis infection, almost to the levels found in
naive cells (Fig. 1c and d). Immunoblotting confirmed the inhibition of the IFN signal-
ing pathway, as the expression of hGBP1 (an ISG product selected as a marker to assess
STAT1 inhibition) was partially reduced by fludarabine (Fig. S1c).

To better understand the cell-cell fusion dynamics and further confirm the IFN-g-de-
pendent restriction of MNGC formation during B. thailandensis infection, we used a cocul-
ture model of HeLa cells expressing doxycycline (Dox)-inducible enhanced green fluores-
cent protein (eGFP) (HeLa-eGFP) or Dox-inducible mCherry (HeLa-mCherry). We then
performed time-lapse fluorescence confocal microscopy to track cell fusion and MNGC for-
mation, which is characterized by the mixing and colocalization of both cytosolic fluores-
cent proteins (Fig. S1d). We found that infected naive cells started to fuse at about 6 to 8h
p.i. (Fig. 1e, top; Fig. S1e; and Movie S1), resulting in decreases in eGFP- or mCherry-posi-
tive cells (Fig. 1f and g) and concomitant increases in eGFP/mCherry-double-positive cells
(Fig. 1h). Eventually, MNGCs were formed as a result of the fusion of several cells (Fig. 1e,
top; Fig. S1e; and Movie S1). In contrast, no cell-cell fusion and MNGCs were detected in
infected IFN-g-primed cells (Fig. 1e, bottom; Fig. 1f to h; Fig. S1e; and Movie S2).

Altogether, these findings point out that in human epithelial cells, B. thailandensis
spread and the resulting multinucleated cell formation are impaired in an IFN-depend-
ent manner.
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FIG 1 Interferons restrict multinucleated giant cell (MNGC) formation in epithelial cells during B. thailandensis infection. (a) Representative phase-contrast
images (magnification, �40) of naive or IFN-g-primed HeLa cells 20 h after infection with B. thailandensis (MOI of 0.3). The corresponding DNA was stained
with Hoechst stain (right), and clustered nuclei, indicating MNGCs, are highlighted by yellow outlines. Bars, 100mm. (b) Percentage of nuclei found in
MNGCs or in single cells, determined by counting nuclei of naive or IFN-g-primed HeLa cells 20 h after infection with B. thailandensis (MOI of 0.3) in 6 fields
of view under each experimental condition. (c) Representative phase-contrast images (magnification, �40) of naive or IFN-g-primed HeLa cells infected with
B. thailandensis (MOI of 100) in the presence or absence of the STAT1 inhibitor fludarabine at the indicated concentrations. Bars, 100mm. Yellow outlines
correspond to clusters of cells forming MNGCs. (d) Percentage of nuclei in MNGCs or in single cells, determined by counting nuclei of naive or IFN-
g-primed HeLa cells 20 h after infection with B. thailandensis (MOI of 0.3) in the presence or absence of the STAT1 inhibitor (100mM) in 6 fields of view
under each experimental condition. (e) Time-lapse fluorescence confocal microscopy of naive or IFN-g-primed HeLa cells stably expressing Dox-inducible
eGFP or mCherry. eGFP and mCherry expression was induced with 1mg/ml of Dox 4 h prior to infection. Cells were cocultured at a 1:1 ratio and infected
with B. thailandensis (MOI of 50). Images were acquired every 10 min. Bars, 30mm. DIC, differential interference contrast. (f to h) Number of eGFP-positive
(f), mCherry-positive (g), or eGFP/mCherry-double-positive (h) cells per field of view (FOV) in naive or IFN-g-primed HeLa cells infected with B. thailandensis.
Data are representative of results from at least three independent experiments performed in triplicate (a, c, and e). Graphs show the means 6 standard
deviations (SD), and data are pooled from two (d) or three (b) independent experiments performed in duplicates or six independent movies (f to h). ns, not
significant; *, P, 0.05; **, P, 0.01; ***, P, 0.001 (by 2-way analysis of variance [ANOVA] [b and d] or a parametric t test [f to h]).
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Human GBPs restrict MNGC formation. GBPs are well-known ISGs and have been
shown to be crucial for the proper activation of innate immune defense mechanisms
against Gram-negative bacteria, protozoan parasites, and viruses (12, 14, 15, 38). It was
recently proposed that during B. thailandensis infection of mouse bone marrow-
derived macrophages (BMDMs), mouse GPBs (mGBPs) contribute to restricting actin-
based bacterial spread and cell-cell fusion, thus also reducing bacterium-induced pa-
thology in vivo (33). Although it has been reported that B. thailandensis is targeted by
GBP1 in human epithelial cells (16), the role of GBPs during Burkholderia infection of
human cells, and specifically epithelial cells, is largely unknown. We first assessed if in-
tracellular B. thailandensis is targeted by GBPs in HeLa cells ectopically expressing N-
terminally eGFP-tagged GBPs (eGFP-GBPs). In accordance with a previous study (16),
we observed that B. thailandensis was targeted by eGFP-GBP1 in IFN-g-primed cells,
where around 90% of the intracellular bacteria are GBP1 coated at 3 h p.i. (Fig. 2a and
b). In naive cells, GBP1 was also associated with a high percentage of intracellular B.
thailandensis bacteria, suggesting that it also senses cytosolically exposed LPS on the
surface of this bacterium, similar to its role in Salmonella or Shigella infections (17–21).
On the other hand, GBP2, -3, and -4 coated 40 to 20% of intracellular Burkholderia bac-
teria only in IFN-g-primed but not in naive HeLa cells, corroborating the notion that
their recruitment to cytosolic Gram-negative bacteria is driven by additional effectors
that act upstream, namely, GBP1 (16–21). Similar to what has been shown upon
Shigella infection (16), a very low percentage of bacteria positive for eGFP-GBP5, -6,
and -7 was detected in both naive and IFN-g-primed HeLa cells (Fig. 2a and b), suggest-
ing that these three GBPs do not play a major role in recognizing this pathogen.

In order to investigate the possible role of hGBPs in restricting MNGC formation
upon IFN-g priming, we used GBP1–/– HeLa cells previously generated by CRISPR-Cas9
genome editing (17). We found that hGBP1 is involved in restricting MNGC formation
upon B. thailandensis infection, as IFN-g-primed GBP1-deficient HeLa cells formed
MNGCs in a manner comparable to that of wild-type naive cells (Fig. 2c and d and
Fig. S1f and g) without affecting bacterial entry into cells (Fig. S1h). Collectively, these
data suggest that hGBPs are the IFN-dependent downstream effectors responsible for
restricting MNGC formation and B. thailandensis spread.

GBP1 promotes caspase-4-dependent pyroptosis and restricts MNGC formation
and B. thailandensis replication. Recent studies have shown that in human epithelial
cells and macrophages, GBPs are required for noncanonical inflammasome activation
by targeting LPS and assembling a caspase-4-activating platform on the surface of cy-
tosolic Salmonella and Shigella bacteria (17–21). Polymerized GBP1 on the bacterial sur-
face was also proposed to act as an LPS surfactant that increases bacterial susceptibility
to antimicrobial effectors by destabilizing the bacterial outer membrane (21).
Moreover, the GBP coat assembled on Shigella cells appears to have an additional func-
tion of inhibiting actin-based motility and consequent bacterial cell-to-cell spread (16,
39). This same mechanism has recently been proposed to prevent B. thailandensis inva-
sion of neighboring cells in murine BMDMs (33). Therefore, we speculated that one or
several of these mechanisms might be responsible for the GBP1-dependent restriction
of MNGC formation in human epithelial cell lines in response to Burkholderia infection
(Fig. S2a).

Upon B. thailandensis infection, IFN-g-primed HeLa cells showed signs of cell bal-
looning and blebbing, which are hallmarks of pyroptosis (Fig. 1e). Furthermore, a closer
analysis of time-lapse confocal microscopy images of B. thailandensis-infected IFN-
g-primed HeLa cells showed that GBP1 targeting to cytosolic bacteria was followed by
pyroptotic cell death in the majority of cases (as observed by nuclear condensation
and plasma membrane swelling), with a concomitant restriction of bacterial replication
(Movie S3 and Fig. S2b and c). The activation of the noncanonical inflammasome leads
to caspase-4 activation and autoprocessing and the subsequent cleavage of the pyrop-
totic executor GSDMD (40). The cleaved GSDMD N-terminal domain forms pores that
result in propidium iodide (PI) uptake, which can be used as a marker of lytic cell death.
In the early stages of B. thailandensis infection, IFN-g-primed wild-type HeLa cells
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showed a higher percentage of PI-positive cells than did naive cells (Fig. 3a and
Fig. S2d). Furthermore, we observed that B. thailandensis infection resulted in caspase-
4 activation only in IFN-g-primed cells (Fig. 3b, p32 fragment), which is in accordance
with what has been observed during infection of epithelial cells with other cytosolic
Gram-negative bacteria (17, 18). According to recent studies, coating of the surface of
cytosolic Gram-negative bacteria by GBPs facilitates caspase-4 recruitment and activa-
tion, initiating the downstream pathway that culminates in the lytic death of the
infected cell (17–21). Caspase-4 localization during B. thailandensis infection of IFN-
g-primed HeLa cells was assessed by fluorescence confocal microscopy. As expected,

FIG 2 Human GBPs restrict MNGC formation. (a) Representative fluorescence confocal microscopy images of naive or IFN-g-primed HeLa cells expressing N-
terminally tagged eGFP–GBP1-7 and infected with B. thailandensis-mCherry (MOI of 30) for 3 h. DNA was stained by Hoechst stain. Bars, 10mm. (b)
Percentage of intracellular eGFP–GBP1-7-positive B. thailandensis (B. th) bacteria in naive or IFN-g-primed HeLa cells at 3 h p.i. At least 200 to 300 bacteria
per well were counted. (c) Percentage of nuclei in MNGCs or in single cells, determined by counting the nuclei of naive or IFN-g-primed wild-type or GBP1–/–

HeLa cells 20 h after infection with B. thailandensis (MOI of 0.3) in 6 fields of view under each experimental condition. (d) Representative phase-contrast images
(magnification, �40) of naive or IFN-g-primed wild-type or GBP1–/– HeLa cells 20 h after infection with B. thailandensis (MOI of 0.3). The corresponding DNA was
stained with Hoechst stain (right), and clustered nuclei, indicating MNGCs, are highlighted by yellow outlines. Bars, 100mm. Graphs show the means 6 SD, and
data are pooled from two independent experiments performed in duplicate (b and c) or are representative of results from at least three independent
experiments performed in triplicate (a and d). ***, P, 0.001; ns, not significant (by 2-way ANOVA [c]).
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FIG 3 GBP1 promotes caspase-4-dependent pyroptosis and restricts multinucleated giant cell (MNGC) formation and B. thailandensis replication. (a) Percentage of PI
uptake in naive or IFN-g-primed HeLa cells infected with B. thailandensis (MOI of 200). (b) Immunoblotting for caspase-4 processing, GBP1, and tubulin (loading
control) of combined supernatants and cell lysates of naive or IFN-g-primed HeLa cells 6h after infection with B. thailandensis (MOI of 200). (c) Representative
fluorescence confocal microscopy images of IFN-g-primed wild-type and GBP1–/– HeLa cells treated with z-VAD-FMK (carbobenzoxy-valyl-alanyl-aspartyl-[O-methyl]-
fluoromethylketone) (10mM). Cells expressing caspase-4–eGFP were infected with B. thailandensis-mCherry (MOI of 100) for 6h. DNA was stained by Hoechst stain.
Bars, 10mm. (d) Percentage of intracellular caspase-4–eGFP-positive B. thailandensis-mCherry bacteria in IFN-g-primed HeLa cells treated with z-VAD-FMK (10mM) at
6 h p.i. At least 100 to 200 bacteria per well were counted. (e) Percentage of PI uptake in wild-type, GBP1–/–, CASP4–/–, and GSDMD–/– IFN-g-primed HeLa cells infected
with B. thailandensis (MOI of 200). (f) Percentage of nuclei in MNGCs or in single cells, determined by counting the nuclei of naive or IFN-g-primed wild-type, GBP1–/–,
CASP4–/–, and GSDMD–/– HeLa cells 20 h after infection with B. thailandensis (MOI of 0.3) in 6 fields of view under each experimental condition. (g) Representative
phase-contrast images (magnification, �40) of naive or IFN-g-primed wild-type, GBP1–/–, CASP4–/–, and GSDMD–/– HeLa cells 20 h after infection with B. thailandensis
(MOI of 0.3). The corresponding DNA was stained with Hoechst stain (right), and clustered nuclei, indicating MNGCs, are highlighted by yellow outlines. Bars,
100mm. (h) Assessment of bacterial invasion in naive or IFN-g-primed wild-type, GBP1–/–, CASP4–/–, and GSDMD–/– HeLa cells 8 or 12h after infection with B.
thailandensis (MOI of 100). Data are representative of results from at least three independent experiments (c, d, and g) or two independent experiments (b). Graphs
show the means 6 SD, and data are pooled from two independent experiments performed in duplicate (f) or triplicate (h) or are representative of results from at
least two independent experiments performed in triplicate (a and e). For panels a and e, the area under the curve (AUC) under each experimental condition was
calculated, and data were analyzed by a parametric t test (a) or one-way ANOVA (e). *, P, 0.05; **, P, 0.01; ***, P, 0.001 (by 2-way ANOVA [f and h]).
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caspase-4–eGFP was found to be recruited to cytosolic B. thailandensis in a GBP1-de-
pendent manner (Fig. 3c and d, Fig. S3e, and Movie S4) but not to the same levels as
GBP1 targeting (Fig. 2a and b). Furthermore, the recruitment of caspase-4 to bacteria
correlated with pyroptosis of the infected cell, as determined by the appearance of the
typical pyroptotic morphology (Fig. S2e and f and Movie S4). To test if this cell death
was caused by noncanonical inflammasome activation, we used wild-type, CASP4–/–,
GSDMD–/–, and GBP1–/– HeLa cells, which have been previously generated and verified
(17). We observed that caspase-4, GSDMD, and GBP1 were required for PI influx, indicat-
ing that the cell lysis observed upon B. thailandensis infection was triggered by nonca-
nonical inflammasome activation (Fig. 3e and Fig. S2g).

Quantification of the multinucleation events confirmed that wild-type naive HeLa
and IFN-g-primed CASP4–/–, GSDMD–/–, and GBP1–/– cells have similar percentages of
nuclei associated with MNGCs (Fig. 3f). Furthermore, IFN-g-primed CASP4–/–, GSDMD–/–,
and GBP1–/– HeLa cells infected with B. thailandensis formed MNGCs in a similar manner
and with comparable size to those observed in wild-type naive cells (Fig. 3f and g and
Fig. S3h). Notably, IFN-g priming restricted intracellular B. thailandensis replication in a
caspase-4-, GSDMD-, and GBP1-dependent manner at 8 and 12 h p.i. (Fig. 3h), without
affecting bacterial entry (Fig. S3i).

Together with the observation that the IFN-dependent expression of GBPs is impor-
tant for preventing MNGC formation (Fig. 2c and d), these data show that GBP1 induces
rapid death of the infected cells by triggering caspase-4-dependent pyroptosis, thus
restricting B. thailandensis-induced cell-to-cell fusion and bacterial spread and replication.

GBP1 does not impair actin-based motility or promote direct bacteriolysis of
cytosolic B. thailandensis. After demonstrating that GBP1 triggers noncanonical
inflammasome activation upon sensing cytosolic B. thailandensis in human epithelial
cells, we also tested additional antimicrobial GBP-induced mechanisms that have been
proposed previously (16, 33, 39, 41) (Fig. S2a). Cytosolic Burkholderia spp. are known to
coopt the host actin polymerization machinery in order to spread from cell to cell (7).
We first evaluated if IFN-g priming and GBP1 affect actin tail polymerization on intracel-
lular B. thailandensis cells by confocal microscopy. For this, we used CASP4-deficient
HeLa cells to avoid IFN-g-induced noncanonical activation and cell death. Surprisingly,
we found that IFN-g priming did not affect actin tail formation on intracellular B. thai-
landensis bacteria (Fig. 4a and Fig. S3a), contrary to the IFN-g- and GBP1-dependent
restriction of Shigella flexneri actin tail formation (39) (Fig. S3b). To test if GBP1-positive
B. thailandensis cells were able to form actin tails, we infected naive or IFN-g-primed
CASP4–/– HeLa cells expressing iRFP703-GBP1 with B. thailandensis-mCherry for 5 h.
Confocal microscopy analysis showed that in IFN-g-primed cells, GBP1-positive bacteria
formed actin tails to the same extent as in naive cells (Fig. 4b and c). The same was
observed when we performed time-lapse fluorescence microscopy on LifeAct-GFP-
expressing GSDMD–/– infected HeLa cells; i.e., GBP1 coating of cytosolic B. thailandensis
did not inhibit comet tail formation and actin-based bacterial motility in both naive
and IFN-g-primed cells (Fig. 4d and e and Movies S5 and S6). This suggests that GBP1,
directly or in combination with other GBPs that oligomerize on the surface of cytosolic
B. thailandensis, cannot impair B. thailandensis cell-to-cell spread via actin tails. To con-
firm this, we used GBP1-deficient HeLa cells and found that in infected wild-type cells,
B. thailandensis formed actin tails to the same extent as in GBP1–/– cells, both with and
without IFN-g priming (Fig. 4f). Interestingly, this is in contrast to what is observed in
the case of Shigella flexneri infection, where GBP1 partially blocks actin tail formation
(39) (Fig. S3b).

Furthermore, in naive HeLa cells infected with B. thailandensis-mCherry, the rapid
oligomerization of GBP1 on the bacterial surface did not prevent bacterial replication
in the host cytosol (Fig. 4g and Movie S7), and cell fusion and the formation of MNGCs
were still observed (Fig. 4g, DIC [differential interference contrast]). This shows that
GBP1 by itself does not appear to display antimicrobial activity when recruited to the
bacteria in cells despite the previous observation that in vitro, the direct binding of
GBP1 alone to bacteria disrupts cell envelope functions (21).
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FIG 4 GBP1 does not impair actin-based motility or promote direct bacteriolysis of cytosolic B. thailandensis. (a) Percentage of B. thailandensis bacteria
with actin tails at 5 h p.i. in naive and IFN-g-primed CASP4–/– HeLa cells (MOI of 30). At least 100 to 200 bacteria per coverslip were counted. (b)

(Continued on next page)
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Taken together, we conclude that GBP1-dependent restriction of MNGC formation
in HeLa cells is not due to bacteriolysis or impaired bacterial actin-based motility within
the host cytosol.

Interferon has a protective role against B. thailandensis infection in human
bronchial epithelial cells, keratinocytes, and primary macrophages. Since bacteria
of the Burkholderia genus employ different routes of infection (subcutaneous infection,
inhalation, ingestion of contaminated particles, and aerosol) (1), we tested if IFN-g pri-
ming restricts MNGC formation in human cell lines that are physiologically more rele-
vant for Burkholderia-induced melioidosis, such as HBEC3-KT cells (human bronchial
epithelial cells), HaCaT cells (human keratinocytes), and human primary monocyte-
derived macrophages (hMDMs). Similar to HeLa cells (Fig. 1a and b), naive HBEC3-KT
and HaCaT cells formed MNGCs after B. thailandensis infection, which was almost com-
pletely blocked upon IFN-g priming (Fig. 5a and b and Fig. S3c). IFN-g priming did not
reduce bacterial uptake in these cells (Fig. S3d and e). We next determined whether
the IFN-g-dependent restriction of giant cell formation was promoted by noncanonical
inflammasome activation, as shown for HeLa cells (Fig. 3e). In accordance with what
we observed in HeLa cells, small interfering RNA (siRNA)-mediated knockdown of
CASP4, GSDMD, or GBP1 in HBEC3-KT and HaCaT cells abrogated the IFN-g-mediated
restriction of MNGC formation (Fig. 5c and Fig. S3f and g).

Burkholderia can invade both phagocytic and nonphagocytic cells. Among phago-
cytic cells, mainly macrophages and neutrophils take part in the immune response
against this pathogen. Briefly, in a murine model of infection, Burkholderia is initially
detected by macrophages through the Naip/Nlrc4 inflammasome (32), and the conse-
quent IL-18 release triggers the production of IFN-gwhereby in neutrophils and macro-
phages, caspase-11 is upregulated (32). The subsequent noncanonical inflammasome
activation in both cell types represents the critical step at which the B. thailandensis in-
tracellular niche is removed. Therefore, we evaluated the role of IFN-g priming in
hMDMs during B. thailandensis infection. Interestingly, while unprimed murine BMDMs
form MNGCs upon B. thailandensis infection (33), we did not detect the formation of
MNGCs in either naive or IFN-g-primed hMDMs (Fig. S3h). Instead, we observed robust
induction of host cell death under both conditions, although the percentage of cell
death, assessed by PI influx, was significantly higher in IFN-g-primed hMDMs than in
naive hMDMs (Fig. 5d and e). These results implied that analogously to IFN-g-primed
HeLa cells, the induction of cell lysis prevents MNGC formation in hMDMs. This cell
death can be driven by IFN-independent (most likely via the NLRC4–caspase-1 axis) or
IFN-dependent mechanisms, yet IFN signaling promotes a faster and more efficient
way to activate GSDMD-induced pyroptosis and clear the bacteria. The latter most
likely depends on the GBP-induced activation of the noncanonical inflammasome, as
GBP1 expression in hMDMs was observed only after IFN-g priming, whereas caspase-4
was constitutively expressed (Fig. S3i). NLRP3 can be activated downstream of caspase-
4-induced GSDMD activation and cell death, further amplifying pyroptotic cell death
via ASC (apoptosis-associated speck-like protein containing a CARD) speck formation
and caspase-1 (Fig. S3l). To corroborate the role of B. thailandensis-induced noncanoni-
cal inflammasome activation in hMDMs, we treated naive or IFN-g-primed cells with

FIG 4 Legend (Continued)
Representative fluorescence confocal microscopy images of naive and IFN-g-primed CASP4–/– HeLa cells expressing iRFP703-GBP1 and infected with B.
thailandensis-mCherry (MOI of 30) for 5 h. DNA was stained by Hoechst stain, and F-actin was labeled with CellMask green actin tracking stain. Bars, 10mm.
(c) Percentage of B. thailandensis bacteria with actin tails that are GBP1 positive or negative in naive and IFN-g-primed CASP4–/– HeLa cells expressing
iRFP703-GBP1. Cells were infected with B. thailandensis-mCherry for 5 h (MOI of 30) and fixed, and F-actin was labeled with CellMask green actin tracking
stain. Between 100 and 300 bacteria were counted per coverslip. (d and e) Time-lapse fluorescence confocal microscopy images of naive (d) and IFN-
g-primed (e) GSDMD–/– HeLa cells expressing N-terminally mCherry-tagged GBP1 and LifeAct-eGFP infected with B. thailandensis (MOI of 50). Images were
acquired every 5 min. Bars, 10mm. (f) Percentage of B. thailandensis bacteria with actin tails in naive and IFN-g-primed wild-type and GBP1–/– HeLa cells.
Cells were treated with z-VAD-FMK (10mM) and infected for 5 h at an MOI of 30. Between 100 and 300 bacteria were counted per coverslip. (g) Time-lapse
fluorescence confocal microscopy of naive HeLa cells expressing N-terminally eGFP-tagged GBP1 and infected with B. thailandensis-mCherry (MOI of 50).
MNGCs are indicated by dashed white lines. DIC, differential interference contrast. Images were acquired every 3 min. Bars, 10mm. Data are representative
of results from at least three independent experiments (b, d, e, and g). Graphs show the means 6 SD, and data are pooled from three (c and f) or five (a)
independent experiments performed in duplicate. ns, not significant (by a parametric t test).
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MCC950, a known selective NLRP3 inhibitor (42, 43) (Fig. S3l), and quantified the per-
centage of ASC specks by fluorescence microscopy. Inhibition of NLRP3 activation
reduced ASC speck formation only in IFN-g-primed and not in unprimed hMDMs
(Fig. 5f and g), indicating that the noncanonical inflammasome is activated only in IFN-
g-primed hMDMs and that unprimed cells induce inflammasome activation by canoni-
cal inflammasomes. We also hypothesize that MNGCs were not observed in hMDMs

FIG 5 Interferon has a protective role against B. thailandensis infection in human bronchial epithelial cells, keratinocytes, and primary
macrophages. (a and c) Representative phase-contrast images (magnification, �40) of naive or IFN-g-primed HBEC3-KT and HaCaT
cells 20 h after infection with B. thailandensis (MOI of 100). In panel c, cells were pretreated with nontargeting (NT) siRNA or siRNA
targeting CASP4, GSDMD, and GBP1, 24 h prior to infection. The corresponding DNA was stained with Hoechst stain, and
multinucleated giant cells (MNGCs) are indicated by yellow outlines. Bars, 100mm. (b) Percentage of nuclei in MNGCs or in single cells
determined by counting the nuclei of naive or IFN-g-primed HBEC3-KT and HaCaT cells 20 h after infection with B. thailandensis (MOI
of 100) in 6 fields of view under each experimental condition. (d and e) Percentage of PI uptake in naive or IFN-g-primed hMDMs
infected with B. thailandensis (MOI of 30). (f and g) Percentage of ASC specks in naive or IFN-g-primed hMDMs infected with B.
thailandensis (MOI of 30) for 5 h in the presence or absence of the inhibitor MCC950. Data are representative of results from at least
three independent experiments (a and c). Graphs show the means 6 SD, and data are pooled from two independent experiments
performed in triplicate (b) or are representative of results from two independent experiments performed in duplicate (f and g) or
triplicate (d and e). The area under the curve (AUC) under each experimental condition was calculated (d and e), and data were
analyzed by a parametric t test. *, P, 0.05; **, P, 0.01; ***, P, 0.001; ns, not significant (by a parametric t test [f and g]).
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because pyroptotic cell death occurred too quickly in response to B. thailandensis
infection, even in naive cells. In conclusion, we demonstrate that the IFN-g-dependent
signaling axis described for HeLa cells upon Burkholderia infection is also found in
other human epithelial cells as well as in human primary macrophages.

DISCUSSION

This study provides the first evidence that in human epithelial cells, GBP-dependent
noncanonical inflammasome activation prevents B. thailandensis-induced MNGC forma-
tion in the early stages of infection. Our results suggest that GBP1 impairs B. thailandensis
cell-to-cell spread by triggering caspase-4-dependent pyroptosis of infected cells.

Previous work in mouse models of infection reported that both the Naip/NLRC4
inflammasome and the caspase-11 noncanonical inflammasome participate in the
immune response against Burkholderia (29, 32, 35). Interestingly, these reports showed
that both inflammasomes are connected given that caspase-1 activation in macro-
phages mediates IL-18 release to drive IFN-g-dependent caspase-11 activation in epi-
thelial cells. In agreement with this, we show that in human epithelial cells, IFNs and
caspase-4-dependent pyroptosis provide protection against Burkholderia infection,
whereas pyroptosis in primary hMDMs is driven by IFN-dependent and -independent
mechanisms. The latter observation correlates with data in murine BMDMs that sug-
gest that both the canonical and noncanonical pathways can be activated upon
Burkholderia infection (29–31). The importance of noncanonical inflammasome activa-
tion in response to Burkholderia is particularly evident in HeLa cells, which lack canoni-
cal inflammasome pathways, but even human bronchial epithelial cells and keratino-
cytes mainly activate the noncanonical inflammasome in response to Burkholderia,
suggesting that also in the human system, canonical inflammasome activation is re-
stricted to professional immune cells.

Our work provides further support for the notion that human GBP1 acts as a cyto-
solic pattern recognition receptor that binds LPS in order to activate caspase-4 and
restrict bacterial replication (17–21). Since GBP1 recruitment alone was not sufficient to
restrict Burkholderia replication, we propose that GBP1-dependent caspase-4 activation
is linked to its ability to recruit GBP2-4 to bacteria, which might amplify its effects.
Whether the GBP1-4 coat exerts a strong LPS surfactant effect in cells to disrupt bacte-
rial membranes or whether the coat directly interacts with and activates caspase-4 will
need to be addressed by additional studies. It is also conceivable that GSDMD pores
amplify noncanonical inflammasome activation by disrupting bacterial envelopes, as a
previous study showed that recombinant GSDMD reduces bacterial viability in vitro
upon caspase-1 processing and that bacteria were more susceptible to microbicidal
effectors when harvested from mouse wild-type macrophages rather than Gsdmd–/–

macrophages, which suggests that GSDMD can directly kill bacteria (44).
Disruption of the bacterial membrane was proposed to be the main mechanism by

which mouse GBPs promote inflammasome activation, as GBPs were found to induce
bacteriolysis by recruiting Irgb10 (27), a member of the IRG family of GTPases that are
found in mouse but not human cells. However, a more recent study by the same
authors suggested that during B. thailandensis infection, mouse GBPs do not lyse bac-
teria or activate the inflammasome but rather restrict B. thailandensis infection by in-
hibiting bacterial actin-based motility (33). Specifically, the higher number of multinu-
cleation events observed in Gbp2–/–, Gbp5–/–, and GbpChr3 knockout (GbpChr3-KO)
BMDMs than in wild-type macrophages has been associated with the ability of GBPs to
inhibit the host Arp2/3-dependent actin polymerization machinery and, consequently,
Burkholderia actin tail formation (33). A similar mechanism has been reported in human
cell lines infected with Shigella flexneri, in which the hierarchical targeting of GBPs on
the bacteria, reliant on GBP1, impairs Shigella actin-based motility, delaying its spread
(16, 39, 41). Parting ways with the literature, we did not observe any impairment in the
polymerization of the Burkholderia actin tails upon GBP targeting in human cells, con-
firming that the main function of GBPs in response to B. thailandensis infection is to
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serve as a signaling platform for caspase-4 recruitment and activation. Furthermore,
GBP1-deficient cells show a level of MNGC formation similar to those of CASP4- and
GSDMD-deficient cells, arguing that in human cells, GBPs restrict replication via pyrop-
tosis induction and not by additional inflammasome-independent mechanisms. It is
possible that this discrepancy results from species-dependent differences since addi-
tional IFN-induced factors that are not expressed in human epithelial cells might
account for the restriction of Burkholderia actin dynamics.

In summary, our study is the first to report that interferon restricts the multinuclea-
tion events induced by B. thailandensis through the pyroptosis of infected cells. It is im-
portant to keep in mind, though, that B. thailandensis is less pathogenic than other
species of the B. pseudomallei complex that cause severe disease in humans (1–4).
Therefore, further studies are needed to understand whether interferon improves the
clearance of Burkholderia species that are most adapted to infect humans or whether
more-pathogenic species have found ways of escaping GBP/inflammasome-mediated
immune surveillance.

MATERIALS ANDMETHODS
Bacterial and mammalian cell culture. All bacteria were grown at 37°C in an orbital shaker. B. thai-

landensis strain E264 and its isogenic strain expressing mCherry2 were kindly provided by Marek Basler
(Biozentrum, Basel, Switzerland) and were grown in lysogeny broth (LB) medium supplemented with 5
g/liter NaCl. Shigella flexneri M90T expressing the adhesin AfaI was provided by Jost Enninga (Institut
Pasteur, Paris, France) and was grown in tryptic soy broth (TSB) supplemented with ampicillin (50mg/
ml). Wild-type HeLa (ATCC CCL-2) and CRISPR-Cas9 knockout HeLa cell lines, generated as previously
described (17), were cultured in Dulbecco’s modified Eagle’s medium (DMEM; Gibco) supplemented
with 10% fetal calf serum (FCS; BioConcept). HaCaT cells, obtained from CLS (Cell Lines Service) GmbH,
were grown in RPMI 1640 (Gibco) supplemented with 10% FCS. HBEC3-KT cells (ATCC) were grown in
bronchial/tracheal epithelial cell growth medium (Cell Applications, Inc.). Human primary monocyte-
derived macrophages (hMDMs) were purified from buffy coats obtained from the Swiss Red Cross and
cultured as described previously (45). Cells were grown at 37°C with 5% CO2.

Infection assays.When indicated, cells were primed for 16 h with human IFN-g (Peprotech) at a con-
centration of 10 ng/ml for HeLa cells and hMDMs or 2.5 ng/ml for HBEC3-KT and HaCaT cells. B. thailan-
densis cultures grown overnight were adjusted to an optical density at 600 nm (OD600) of 1, subcultured
1:20, and grown until mid-exponential phase (OD600 = 0.4 to 0.6). S. flexneri cultures grown overnight
were subcultured 1/100 and grown until mid-exponential phase (OD600 = 0.4 to 0.6). Before infection,
bacteria were collected by centrifugation, washed, and resuspended in Opti-MEM (Gibco). Bacteria were
added to confluent cells in 96-well plates (HeLa, 5� 104 cells/well; HBEC3-KT, 2.5� 104 cells/well; HaCaT,
1� 105 cells/well; hMDMs, 8� 104 cells/well) at different multiplicities of infection (MOIs), as described
in the figure legends. For B. thailandensis infections, plates were then centrifuged at 300� g for 5min at
37°C and incubated for 1 h at 37°C. For S. flexneri infections, plates were just incubated at 37°C for
30min. Noninternalized bacteria were then removed by washing cells three times with prewarmed me-
dium, and cells were incubated with Opti-MEM containing 250mg/ml kanamycin, in the case of B. thai-
landensis infections, or 100mg/ml gentamicin, in the case of S. flexneri infections, in order to kill extracel-
lular bacteria. At the desired time points postinfection (p.i.), cells were either processed for CFU analysis
(CFU), multinucleated giant cell (MNGC) quantification, propidium iodide (PI) uptake, or Western blot
analysis or fixed for immunofluorescence assays. To determine CFU, infected cells were gently washed
with phosphate-buffered saline (PBS) and lysed with water containing 0.2% Triton X-100 at the indicated
time points. Bacteria were then serially diluted and plated onto LB agar.

MNGC quantification assay. Starting at 20h p.i., HeLa, HBEC3-KT, and HaCaT cells were stained with
Hoechst stain (1:1,000) and examined by fluorescence microscopy. The extent of multinucleation was meas-
ured by counting nuclei in 6 fields of view under each experimental condition using Fiji software.

Plasmids. Plasmids expressing N-terminally fluorescently tagged GBPs were generated by inserting
the GBP coding sequences at the XhoI/HindIII sites of pEGFP-C1 (Clontech) (17). Doxycycline-inducible
eGFP and doxycycline-inducible mCherry plasmids were generated by amplifying eGFP and mCherry
generated as described above by PCR and inserting the coding sequences at the BamHI site of the
pLVX-Puro vector (Clontech). Plasmids expressing LifeAct-eGFP were generated by amplifying eGFP
from pLJM1-eGFP (Addgene) and inserting the sequence into the NheI and BstBI cloning sites of a
LifeAct-iRFP670 (Addgene) plasmid. All cloning was performed using In-Fusion cloning technology
(Clontech), and plasmids were verified by sequencing. When required, HeLa cells were transfected with
expression plasmids as previously described (17).

Lentiviral particle production and HeLa cell transduction. Lentiviral particles were produced by
transfecting HEK293T cells. Cells seeded into a 6-well plate at a density of 1� 106 cells/well 24 h prior to
transfection were transfected with expression plasmids (pLVX-GFP and pLVX-mCherry), packaging plas-
mid psPax2 (1.9mg), and envelope plasmid pVSV-G (0.2mg) using jetPRIME (Polyplus), according to the
manufacturer’s instructions. After a 24-h incubation, HEK293T medium containing lentiviral particles was
transferred to HeLa cells seeded at a density of 0.8� 106 cells/well in a 6-well plate. HeLa cells were cen-
trifuged at 2,900 rpm for 90 min and incubated for 48 h (medium was changed after incubation
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overnight). Puromycin (5.0mg/ml; InvivoGen) was added to the medium for 6 to 8 days in order to posi-
tively select transduced cells.

Microscopy, time-lapse imaging, and image analysis. Fluorescence and phase-contrast images of
nonfixed samples were obtained using a Leica DFC3000G instrument (40� objective) for MNGC quantifi-
cation. For fluorescence microscopy of fixed samples, infected HeLa cells and hMDMs were washed
twice with PBS and fixed for 20 to 30min with 4% paraformaldehyde (Electron Microscopy Sciences).
Cells were washed four times with PBS and incubated with Hoechst stain (1:1,000) and, when indicated,
with CellMask green actin tracking stain (catalog number A57243; Thermo Fisher Scientific) to label
F-actin. For ASC speck formation assays, hMDMs were permeabilized with 0.05% saponin and blocked
with 1% bovine serum albumin (BSA). Coverslips were then incubated with anti-ASC antibody (catalog
number sc-22514-R; Santa Cruz Biotechnology) (1:1,000), washed four times with PBS, and incubated
with Hoechst stain (1:1,000). Samples were then analyzed by confocal microscopy by imaging with a
Zeiss LSM800 confocal laser scanning microscope using a 63�/1.4-numerical-aperture (NA) oil objective
by acquiring Z-stacks with a 300-nm step size. For live imaging, HeLa cells plated onto 8-well m-slides
(Ibidi) at a density of 1� 105 cells/well were infected as described above. Extracellular B. thailandensis
bacteria were removed by washing with warm Opti-MEM, and time-lapse microscopy of living cells was
performed in Opti-MEM supplemented with kanamycin (250mg/ml) at 37°C using a motorized xyz stage
with autofocus. Samples were imaged with a Zeiss LSM800 confocal laser scanning microscope using a
63�/1.4-NA oil objective by acquiring Z-stacks with a 600-nm step size. Data were further analyzed and
processed using Fiji software, and all fluorescence-derived images shown correspond to maximum
three-dimensional (3D) projections.

siRNA-mediated knockdown. HaCaT (5� 104 cells/well) and HBEC3-KT (2.5� 104 cells/well) cells
were seeded into a 96-well plate and transfected with 25 nM or 30 nM Stealth RNAi siRNAs (Thermo
Fisher Scientific) using Lipofectamine RNAiMax (Thermo Fisher Scientific). By 7 to 8 h posttransfection,
cells were primed with human IFN-g for 16 h and then infected as described above. Phase-contrast
images of siRNA knockdown cells were acquired at 20 to 24 h p.i. to assess MNGC formation. The siRNA-
mediated knockdown effectiveness was tested by Western blot analysis. The siRNAs used are as follows:
the siRNA negative control, indicated as nontargeting (NT) siRNA (catalog number 12935300; Thermo
Fisher Scientific); siRNA targeting CASP4 (siCASP4) (catalog number HSS141457; Thermo Fisher
Scientific); siGSDMD (catalog number HSS149278; Thermo Fisher Scientific); and siGBP1 (catalog number
HSS104021; Thermo Fisher Scientific).

PI uptake and Western blot analysis. Cell permeabilization was quantified by measuring PI uptake.
PI (Thermo Fisher Scientific) was added to the medium at 12.5mg/ml, and fluorescence was measured
over time using a Cytation5 plate reader (BioTek). To account for spontaneous cell permeabilization, PI
uptake was normalized to 100% lysis and the uninfected control. Western blot analysis was performed
by lysing cells in 1� sample buffer (Thermo Fisher Scientific) with the addition of 66mM Tris-Cl (pH 7.4),
2% SDS, and 10mM dithiothreitol (DTT). In assays where we checked caspase-4 processing by Western
blotting, cell lysates were combined with precipitated supernatants. Samples were boiled for 5min at
95°C, and proteins were separated using 12% SDS-PAGE. Proteins were then transferred onto 0.2-mm
polyvinylidene difluoride (PVDF) membranes using the Trans-Blot Turbo system (Bio-Rad). Membranes
were blocked in a solution of Tris-buffered saline–Tween (TBS-T) with 5% milk and incubated with pri-
mary antibody, followed by incubation with horseradish peroxidase (HRP)-coupled secondary antibod-
ies. Western blot membranes were analyzed by Fusion Solo S (Vilber) using the Pierce ECL Western blot-
ting substrate (Thermo Fisher Scientific) or the Pierce ECL Plus Western blotting substrate (Thermo
Fisher Scientific). The antibodies employed are as follows: mouse anti-caspase-4 clone 4B9 (catalog num-
ber ADI-AAM-114-E; Enzo Life Science) (1:750), rabbit anti-GSDMD (catalog number ab210070; Abcam)
(1:1,000), rabbit anti-GSDMD (catalog number CSB-PA009956GA01HU; Cusabio) (1:1,000), rabbit anti-
GBP1 (catalog number ab131255; Abcam) (1:1,000), mouse anti-alpha-tubulin-HRP conjugate (catalog
number ab40742; Abcam) (1:1,000), goat anti-rabbit IgG-HRP (catalog number 4030-05; Southern
Biotech) (1:5,000), and goat anti-mouse IgG-HRP (catalog number 1034-05; Southern Biotech) (1:5,000).

Data analysis. Data analysis was performed using Gen5, GraphPad Prism v9, Microsoft Excel, and Fiji
software. Statistical significance is indicated as *, **, or *** for a P value of ,0.05, ,0.01, or ,0.001,
respectively.

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL

Supplemental material is available online only.
FIG S1, TIF file, 1.7 MB.
FIG S2, TIF file, 1.4 MB.
FIG S3, TIF file, 0.9 MB.
MOVIE S1, AVI file, 9.6 MB.
MOVIE S2, AVI file, 12.1 MB.
MOVIE S3, AVI file, 1.9 MB.
MOVIE S4, AVI file, 8.6 MB.
MOVIE S5, AVI file, 2.8 MB.
MOVIE S6, AVI file, 3 MB.
MOVIE S7, AVI file, 11.3 MB.

Dilucca et al. ®

July/August 2021 Volume 12 Issue 4 e02054-21 mbio.asm.org 14

https://mbio.asm.org


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
We thank Marek Basler (Biozentrum, Basel, Switzerland) and Miro Plum (Biozentrum,

Basel, Switzerland) for providing essential reagents and expert advice and Jost Enninga
(Institut Pasteur, Paris, France) for bacterial strains. We thank Vanessa Mack and the
cellular imaging facility of the UNIL for technical and experimental support.

This work was supported by a Swiss National Science Foundation grant
(310030_192523) to P.B.

M.D., J.C.S., and P.B. designed the experiments and analyzed data, conceptualized and
supervised the study, and wrote the manuscript, which all authors reviewed before
submission. M.D., S.R., and J.C.S. performed the experiments. K.S. contributed expression
vectors.

We declare that we have no competing interests.

REFERENCES
1. Wiersinga WJ, van der Poll T, White NJ, Day NP, Peacock SJ. 2006. Melioi-

dosis: insights into the pathogenicity of Burkholderia pseudomallei. Nat
Rev Microbiol 4:272–282. https://doi.org/10.1038/nrmicro1385.

2. Wiersinga WJ, Virk HS, Torres AG, Currie BJ, Peacock SJ, Dance DAB,
Limmathurotsakul D. 2018. Melioidosis. Nat Rev Dis Primers 4:17107.
https://doi.org/10.1038/nrdp.2017.107.

3. Galyov EE, Brett PJ, Deshazer D. 2010. Molecular insights into Burkholde-
ria pseudomallei and Burkholderia mallei pathogenesis. Annu Rev Micro-
biol 64:495–517. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.micro.112408.134030.

4. Cheng AC, Currie BJ. 2005. Melioidosis: epidemiology, pathophysiology,
and management. Clin Microbiol Rev 18:383–416. https://doi.org/10
.1128/CMR.18.2.383-416.2005.

5. Stevens MP, Wood MW, Taylor LA, Monaghan P, Hawes P, Jones PW,
Wallis TS, Galyov EE. 2002. An Inv/Mxi-Spa-like type III protein secretion
system in Burkholderia pseudomallei modulates intracellular behaviour
of the pathogen. Mol Microbiol 46:649–659. https://doi.org/10.1046/j
.1365-2958.2002.03190.x.

6. French CT, Toesca IJ, Wu T-H, Teslaa T, Beaty SM, Wong W, Liu M, Schröder I,
Chiou P-Y, Teitell MA, Miller JF. 2011. Dissection of the Burkholderia intracel-
lular life cycle using a photothermal nanoblade. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A
108:12095–12100. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1107183108.

7. Benanti EL, Nguyen CM, Welch MD. 2015. Virulent Burkholderia species
mimic host actin polymerases to drive actin-based motility. Cell 161:
348–360. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2015.02.044.

8. Wong KT, Puthucheary SD, Vadivelu J. 1995. The histopathology of
human melioidosis. Histopathology 26:51–55. https://doi.org/10.1111/j
.1365-2559.1995.tb00620.x.

9. Toesca IJ, French CT, Miller JF. 2014. The type VI secretion system spike
protein VgrG5 mediates membrane fusion during intercellular spread by
pseudomallei group Burkholderia species. Infect Immun 82:1436–1444.
https://doi.org/10.1128/IAI.01367-13.

10. Lennings J, West TE, Schwarz S. 2018. The Burkholderia type VI secretion
system 5: composition, regulation and role in virulence. Front Microbiol 9:
3339. https://doi.org/10.3389/fmicb.2018.03339.

11. Meunier E, Broz P. 2016. Interferon-inducible GTPases in cell autonomous
and innate immunity. Cell Microbiol 18:168–180. https://doi.org/10.1111/
cmi.12546.

12. Santos JC, Broz P. 2018. Sensing of invading pathogens by GBPs: at the
crossroads between cell-autonomous and innate immunity. J Leukoc Biol
104:729–735. https://doi.org/10.1002/JLB.4MR0118-038R.

13. MacMicking JD. 2012. Interferon-inducible effector mechanisms in cell-
autonomous immunity. Nat Rev Immunol 12:367–382. https://doi.org/10
.1038/nri3210.

14. Tretina K, Park E-S, Maminska A, MacMicking JD. 2019. Interferon-induced
guanylate-binding proteins: guardians of host defense in health and dis-
ease. J Exp Med 216:482–500. https://doi.org/10.1084/jem.20182031.

15. Kutsch M, Coers J. 12 December 2020. Human guanylate binding pro-
teins: nanomachines orchestrating host defense. FEBS J https://doi.org/
10.1111/febs.15662.

16. Piro AS, Hernandez D, Luoma S, Feeley EM, Finethy R, Yirga A, Frickel EM,
Lesser CF, Coers J. 2017. Detection of cytosolic Shigella flexneri via a C-
terminal triple-arginine motif of GBP1 inhibits actin-based motility. mBio
8:e01979-17. https://doi.org/10.1128/mBio.01979-17.

17. Santos JC, Boucher D, Schneider LK, Demarco B, Dilucca M, Shkarina K,
Heilig R, Chen KW, Lim RYH, Broz P. 2020. Human GBP1 binds LPS to initi-
ate assembly of a caspase-4 activating platform on cytosolic bacteria. Nat
Commun 11:3276. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-020-16889-z.

18. Wandel MP, Kim B-H, Park E-S, Boyle KB, Nayak K, Lagrange B, Herod A,
Henry T, Zilbauer M, Rohde J, MacMicking JD, Randow F. 2020. Guanyl-
ate-binding proteins convert cytosolic bacteria into caspase-4 signaling
platforms. Nat Immunol 21:880–891. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41590
-020-0697-2.

19. Fisch D, Bando H, Clough B, Hornung V, Yamamoto M, Shenoy AR, Frickel
E-M. 2019. Human GBP 1 is a microbe-specific gatekeeper of macrophage
apoptosis and pyroptosis. EMBO J 38:e100926. https://doi.org/10.15252/
embj.2018100926.

20. Fisch D, Clough B, Domart M-C, Encheva V, Bando H, Snijders AP,
Collinson LM, Yamamoto M, Shenoy AR, Frickel E-M. 2020. Human GBP1
differentially targets Salmonella and Toxoplasma to license recognition
of microbial ligands and caspase-mediated death. Cell Rep 32:108008.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.celrep.2020.108008.

21. Kutsch M, Sistemich L, Lesser CF, Goldberg MB, Herrmann C, Coers J. 2020.
Direct binding of polymeric GBP1 to LPS disrupts bacterial cell envelope
functions. EMBO J 39:e104926. https://doi.org/10.15252/embj.2020104926.

22. Kayagaki N, Stowe IB, Lee BL, O’Rourke K, Anderson K, Warming S, Cuellar
T, Haley B, Roose-Girma M, Phung QT, Liu PS, Lill JR, Li H, Wu J, Kummerfeld
S, Zhang J, Lee WP, Snipas SJ, Salvesen GS, Morris LX, Fitzgerald L, Zhang Y,
Bertram EM, Goodnow CC, Dixit VM. 2015. Caspase-11 cleaves gasdermin D
for non-canonical inflammasome signalling. Nature 526:666–671. https://
doi.org/10.1038/nature15541.

23. Shi J, Zhao Y, Wang Y, Gao W, Ding J, Li P, Hu L, Shao F. 2014. Inflamma-
tory caspases are innate immune receptors for intracellular LPS. Nature
514:187–192. https://doi.org/10.1038/nature13683.

24. Bekpen C, Hunn JP, Rohde C, Parvanova I, Guethlein L, Dunn DM,
Glowalla E, Leptin M, Howard JC. 2005. The interferon-inducible p47 (IRG)
GTPases in vertebrates: loss of the cell autonomous resistance mecha-
nism in the human lineage. Genome Biol 6:R92. https://doi.org/10.1186/
gb-2005-6-11-r92.

25. Pilla DM, Hagar JA, Haldar AK, Mason AK, Degrandi D, Pfeffer K, Ernst RK,
Yamamoto M, Miao EA, Coers J. 2014. Guanylate binding proteins pro-
mote caspase-11-dependent pyroptosis in response to cytoplasmic LPS.
Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A 111:6046–6051. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas
.1321700111.

26. Meunier E, Dick MS, Dreier RF, Schürmann N, Kenzelmann Broz D, Warming
S, Roose-Girma M, Bumann D, Kayagaki N, Takeda K, Yamamoto M, Broz P.
2014. Caspase-11 activation requires lysis of pathogen-containing vacuoles
by IFN-induced GTPases. Nature 509:366–370. https://doi.org/10.1038/
nature13157.

27. Man SM, Karki R, Sasai M, Place DE, Kesavardhana S, Temirov J, Frase S,
Zhu Q, Malireddi RKS, Kuriakose T, Peters JL, Neale G, Brown SA,
Yamamoto M, Kanneganti T-D. 2016. IRGB10 liberates bacterial ligands
for sensing by the AIM2 and caspase-11-NLRP3 inflammasomes. Cell 167:
382–396.e17. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2016.09.012.

28. Santos JC, Dick MS, Lagrange B, Degrandi D, Pfeffer K, Yamamoto M,
Meunier E, Pelczar P, Henry T, Broz P. 2018. LPS targets host guanylate-
binding proteins to the bacterial outer membrane for non-canonical

Human GBP1 Restricts Burkholderia-Induced MNGCs ®

July/August 2021 Volume 12 Issue 4 e02054-21 mbio.asm.org 15

https://doi.org/10.1038/nrmicro1385
https://doi.org/10.1038/nrdp.2017.107
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.micro.112408.134030
https://doi.org/10.1128/CMR.18.2.383-416.2005
https://doi.org/10.1128/CMR.18.2.383-416.2005
https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2958.2002.03190.x
https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2958.2002.03190.x
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1107183108
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2015.02.044
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2559.1995.tb00620.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2559.1995.tb00620.x
https://doi.org/10.1128/IAI.01367-13
https://doi.org/10.3389/fmicb.2018.03339
https://doi.org/10.1111/cmi.12546
https://doi.org/10.1111/cmi.12546
https://doi.org/10.1002/JLB.4MR0118-038R
https://doi.org/10.1038/nri3210
https://doi.org/10.1038/nri3210
https://doi.org/10.1084/jem.20182031
https://doi.org/10.1111/febs.15662
https://doi.org/10.1111/febs.15662
https://doi.org/10.1128/mBio.01979-17
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-020-16889-z
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41590-020-0697-2
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41590-020-0697-2
https://doi.org/10.15252/embj.2018100926
https://doi.org/10.15252/embj.2018100926
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.celrep.2020.108008
https://doi.org/10.15252/embj.2020104926
https://doi.org/10.1038/nature15541
https://doi.org/10.1038/nature15541
https://doi.org/10.1038/nature13683
https://doi.org/10.1186/gb-2005-6-11-r92
https://doi.org/10.1186/gb-2005-6-11-r92
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1321700111
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1321700111
https://doi.org/10.1038/nature13157
https://doi.org/10.1038/nature13157
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2016.09.012
https://mbio.asm.org


inflammasome activation. EMBO J 37:e98089. https://doi.org/10.15252/
embj.201798089.

29. Aachoui Y, Leaf IA, Hagar JA, Fontana MF, Campos CG, Zak DE, Tan MH,
Cotter PA, Vance RE, Aderem A, Miao EA. 2013. Caspase-11 protects
against bacteria that escape the vacuole. Science 339:975–978. https://
doi.org/10.1126/science.1230751.

30. Ceballos-Olvera I, Sahoo M, Miller MA, del Barrio L, Re F. 2011. Inflamma-
some-dependent pyroptosis and IL-18 protect against Burkholderia pseu-
domallei lung infection while IL-1b is deleterious. PLoS Pathog 7:
e1002452. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.ppat.1002452.

31. Aachoui Y, Kajiwara Y, Leaf IA, Mao D, Ting JP-Y, Coers J, Aderem A,
Buxbaum JD, Miao EA. 2015. Canonical inflammasomes drive IFN-g to
prime caspase-11 in defense against a cytosol-invasive bacterium. Cell Host
Microbe 18:320–332. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chom.2015.07.016.

32. Kovacs SB, Oh C, Maltez VI, McGlaughon BD, Verma A, Miao EA, Aachoui
Y. 2020. Neutrophil caspase-11 is essential to defend against a cytosol-
invasive bacterium. Cell Rep 32:107967. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.celrep
.2020.107967.

33. Place DE, Briard B, Samir P, Karki R, Bhattacharya A, Guy CS, Peters JL, Frase
S, Vogel P, Neale G, Yamamoto M, Kanneganti T-D. 2020. Interferon induci-
ble GBPs restrict Burkholderia thailandensis motility induced cell-cell fusion.
PLoS Pathog 16:e1008364. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.ppat.1008364.

34. Santanirand P, Harley VS, Dance DAB, Drasar BS, Bancroft GJ. 1999. Oblig-
atory role of gamma interferon for host survival in a murine model of
infection with Burkholderia pseudomallei. Infect Immun 67:3593–3600.
https://doi.org/10.1128/IAI.67.7.3593-3600.1999.

35. Wang J, Sahoo M, Lantier L, Warawa J, Cordero H, Deobald K, Re F. 2018.
Caspase-11-dependent pyroptosis of lung epithelial cells protects from
melioidosis while caspase-1 mediates macrophage pyroptosis and pro-
duction of IL-18. PLoS Pathog 14:e1007105. https://doi.org/10.1371/
journal.ppat.1007105.

36. Whiteley L, Meffert T, Haug M, Weidenmaier C, Hopf V, Bitschar K, Schittek
B, Kohler C, Steinmetz I, West TE, Schwarz S. 2017. Entry, intracellular sur-
vival, and multinucleated giant-cell-forming activity of Burkholderia pseu-
domallei in human primary phagocytic and nonphagocytic cells. Infect
Immun 85:e00468-17. https://doi.org/10.1128/IAI.00468-17.

37. Platanias LC. 2005. Mechanisms of type-I- and type-II-interferon-mediated
signalling. Nat Rev Immunol 5:375–386. https://doi.org/10.1038/nri1604.

38. Ngo CC, Man SM. 2017. Mechanisms and functions of guanylate-binding
proteins and related interferon-inducible GTPases: roles in intracellular
lysis of pathogens. Cell Microbiol 19:e12791. https://doi.org/10.1111/cmi
.12791.

39. Wandel MP, Pathe C, Werner EI, Ellison CJ, Boyle KB, von der Malsburg A,
Rohde J, Randow F. 2017. GBPs inhibit motility of Shigella flexneri but are
targeted for degradation by the bacterial ubiquitin ligase IpaH9.8. Cell
Host Microbe 22:507–518.e5. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chom.2017.09.007.

40. Shi J, Zhao Y, Wang K, Shi X, Wang Y, Huang H, Zhuang Y, Cai T, Wang
F, Shao F. 2015. Cleavage of GSDMD by inflammatory caspases deter-
mines pyroptotic cell death. Nature 526:660–665. https://doi.org/10
.1038/nature15514.

41. Li P, Jiang W, Yu Q, Liu W, Zhou P, Li J, Xu J, Xu B, Wang F, Shao F. 2017.
Ubiquitination and degradation of GBPs by a Shigella effector to suppress
host defence. Nature 551:378–383. https://doi.org/10.1038/nature24467.

42. Coll RC, Robertson AAB, Chae JJ, Higgins SC, Muñoz-Planillo R, Inserra MC,
Vetter I, Dungan LS, Monks BG, Stutz A, Croker DE, Butler MS, Haneklaus
M, Sutton CE, Núñez G, Latz E, Kastner DL, Mills KHG, Masters SL, Schroder
K, Cooper MA, O’Neill LAJ. 2015. A small-molecule inhibitor of the NLRP3
inflammasome for the treatment of inflammatory diseases. Nat Med 21:
248–255. https://doi.org/10.1038/nm.3806.

43. Coll RC, Hill JR, Day CJ, Zamoshnikova A, Boucher D, Massey NL, Chitty JL,
Fraser JA, Jennings MP, Robertson AAB, Schroder K. 2019. MCC950 directly
targets the NLRP3 ATP-hydrolysis motif for inflammasome inhibition. Nat
Chem Biol 15:556–559. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41589-019-0277-7.

44. Wang J, Deobald K, Re F. 2019. Gasdermin D protects from melioidosis
through pyroptosis and direct killing of bacteria. J Immunol 202:
3468–3473. https://doi.org/10.4049/jimmunol.1900045.

45. Schroder K, Irvine KM, Taylor MS, Bokil NJ, Le Cao K-A, Masterman K-A,
Labzin LI, Semple CA, Kapetanovic R, Fairbairn L, Akalin A, Faulkner GJ,
Baillie JK, Gongora M, Daub CO, Kawaji H, McLachlan GJ, Goldman N,
Grimmond SM, Carninci P, Suzuki H, Hayashizaki Y, Lenhard B, Hume DA,
Sweet MJ. 2012. Conservation and divergence in Toll-like receptor 4-regu-
lated gene expression in primary human versus mouse macrophages.
Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A 109:E944–E953. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas
.1110156109.

Dilucca et al. ®

July/August 2021 Volume 12 Issue 4 e02054-21 mbio.asm.org 16

https://doi.org/10.15252/embj.201798089
https://doi.org/10.15252/embj.201798089
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1230751
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1230751
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.ppat.1002452
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chom.2015.07.016
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.celrep.2020.107967
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.celrep.2020.107967
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.ppat.1008364
https://doi.org/10.1128/IAI.67.7.3593-3600.1999
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.ppat.1007105
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.ppat.1007105
https://doi.org/10.1128/IAI.00468-17
https://doi.org/10.1038/nri1604
https://doi.org/10.1111/cmi.12791
https://doi.org/10.1111/cmi.12791
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chom.2017.09.007
https://doi.org/10.1038/nature15514
https://doi.org/10.1038/nature15514
https://doi.org/10.1038/nature24467
https://doi.org/10.1038/nm.3806
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41589-019-0277-7
https://doi.org/10.4049/jimmunol.1900045
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1110156109
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1110156109
https://mbio.asm.org

	RESULTS
	Interferons restrict MNGC formation in epithelial cells during B. thailandensis infection.
	Human GBPs restrict MNGC formation.
	GBP1 promotes caspase-4-dependent pyroptosis and restricts MNGC formation and B. thailandensis replication.
	GBP1 does not impair actin-based motility or promote direct bacteriolysis of cytosolic B. thailandensis.
	Interferon has a protective role against B. thailandensis infection in human bronchial epithelial cells, keratinocytes, and primary macrophages.

	DISCUSSION
	MATERIALS AND METHODS
	Bacterial and mammalian cell culture.
	Infection assays.
	MNGC quantification assay.
	Plasmids.
	Lentiviral particle production and HeLa cell transduction.
	Microscopy, time-lapse imaging, and image analysis.
	siRNA-mediated knockdown.
	PI uptake and Western blot analysis.
	Data analysis.

	SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL
	ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
	REFERENCES

