
RSC Advances

PAPER
Exploring MOF-1
aFaculty of Engineering Sciences, Ghulam Ish

and Technology, Topi 23640, Khyber Pakhtu

pk
bFaculty of Allied Health Sciences and Tec

23640, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan
cDepartment of Intelligent Mechatronics

Neungdong-ro, Gwangjin-gu, Seoul 05006, S
dChemistry Department, College of Science, K

Arabia
eCentre of Excellence in Solid State Physics

Campus, Lahore, 54590, Punjab, Pakistan

Cite this: RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 2860

Received 13th October 2022
Accepted 15th December 2022

DOI: 10.1039/d2ra06457j

rsc.li/rsc-advances

2860 | RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 2860–28
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materials for hybrid battery-supercapacitor devices
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Metal–organic frameworks (MOFs) have emerged as intriguing porous materials with diverse potential

applications. Herein, we synthesized a copper-based MOF (MOF-199) and investigated its use in energy

storage applications. Methods were adapted to intensify the electrochemical characteristics of MOF-199

by preparing composites with graphene and polyaniline (PANI). The specific capacity of the synthesized

MOF in a three-electrode assembly was significantly enhanced from 88 C g−1 to 475 C g−1 and 766 C

g−1 with the addition of graphene and polyaniline (PANI), respectively. Due to the superior performance

of (MOF-199)/PANI, a hybrid supercapacitor was fabricated with the structure of (MOF-199)/PANI//

activated carbon, which displayed an excellent maximum energy and power density of 64 W h kg−1 and

7200 W kg−1, respectively. The hybrid device exhibited an appreciable capacity retention of 92% after

1000 charge–discharge cycles. Moreover, using Dunn's model, the capacitive and diffusive contributions

as well as the k1 and k2 currents of the fabricated device were calculated, validating the hybrid nature of

the supercapattery device. The current studies showed that MOF-199 exhibits promising electrochemical

features and can be considered as potential electrode material for hybrid energy storage devices.
1. Introduction

The increasing demand for electronics has led to an increase in
the demand for energy storage devices (ESDs). Also, the detri-
mental effects of fossil fuel and its depletion has prompted the
development of renewable energy resources and ESDs.1

Eminently, batteries and supercapacitors (SCs) are the agship
ESDs for the majority of energy storage applications.2 Energy
density (Es) and power density (Ps) are indispensable factors that
establish the importance of an energy storage device. In this
regard, batteries deliver an appropriate Es originating from
redox reactions but cannot meet high Ps demands.3 Hence,
supercapacitors are appropriate to enhance Ps but are limited by
their low Es. However, despite this limiting feature, SCs are
capable of rapid charge–discharge with high cyclic stability,
making them superior to other ESDs.4 Therefore, numerous
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investigations have been focused on the enhancement of the Es
of SCs without affecting their Ps. Hence, the aforementioned
features of batteries and supercapacitors have led to the idea of
developing highly efficient devices that combine the features of
a battery and SC in a single energy storage system, namely,
a ‘supercapattery’. Supercapatteries operate by employing
highly efficient battery-grade electrode materials as positive and
carbonaceous materials as negative electrode materials. This
type of assembly overcomes the barriers of low cyclic stability,
low rate-performance and slow kinetics.5,6

Predominantly, carbonaceous materials are employed as
electric double layer capacitor (EDLC) electrodes due to their low
cost, high surface area to volume ratio and high electrical
conductivity. In carbon-based materials, charges are stored at the
interface of the electrolyte and electrode by physical adsorption,
resulting in a long cyclic life and Ps.7 Alternatively, battery-grade
materials are dominated by redox oxidation/reduction reac-
tions, which prompt high rate capability and primarily high Es.8

However, investigations are required to search for novel battery-
grade materials for next-generation energy storage systems.

Metal–organic frameworks (MOFs) are a novel conguration
of metal ions (Cu, Fe, Zn, etc.) and organic ligands (BTC, PTA,
DHTA, etc.).9 MOFs are being applied in diverse research elds
including catalysis, energy storage devices, and uorescence,
considering their fascinating characteristics such as high
specic area, tunable porosity, unique pore structure and rapid
diffusion of electrolytic ions.10–16 Recently, MOFs have been
© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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directly integrated as electrode materials in energy storage
devices including hybrid supercapacitors.17 For example, Shin
et al. reported the performance of the Ni-MOF@carbon nano-
ber (CNF) for supercapacitor application.18 They achieved
a specic capacitance of 742.2 F g−1 at a current density of
1 A g−1. A hybrid supercapacitor constructed with the structure
of NiO/C@CNF//activated carbon (AC), which displayed an Es
and Ps of 58.43 W h Kg−1 and 1947 W kg−1, respectively. Shin
et al.18 synthesized hollow-structured Ni/Co-MOFs and used
them for supercapacitor applications.19 When Ni/Co-MOF was
integrated as an electrode for supercapacitor, it showed
a capacitance of 1498 F g−1 at 1 A g−1. Thus, the above-
mentioned results demonstrate the admirable performances
of MOFs for supercapacitor applications.

MOF-199 is comprised of paired Cu2+ ions as metal nodes
coordinated with four carboxylate groups, which are composed
of a benzene-1,3,5-tricarboxylate (BTC) linker. The combination
of copper ions with carboxylate groups forms a copper paddle
wheel, where a water molecule is attached to the h site of the
copper ion. The paddle wheel structure is represented in Fig. 1.
Different types of conducting polymers (CPs), carbonaceous
materials and transition metal-based oxides, phosphates,
suldes, etc., are potential candidates for supercapacitor
applications. Given MOF-199 is a comparatively low-
conductivity MOF, to utilize its porosity and large surface
area, it is usually incorporated with carbon-based materials and
CPs to enhance its conductivity.

Graphene is well known to possess several intriguing proper-
ties such as high electrical conductivity, large surface-area-to-
Fig. 1 Structure of the octahedral MOF-199.

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
volume ratio and high mechanical strength.20 Polyaniline (PANI),
one of the most well-known conducting polymers, is suitable to
enhance the conductivity, electrochemical redox activity and ex-
ibility of composite systems. The high conductivity of PANI is
attributed to its emeraldine (fractional oxidized) phase. Hence, by
combining graphene/PANI with battery-grade metal oxides, the
overall electrochemical performance and stability of the composite
can be enhanced signicantly. Thus, in electrochemical energy
storage devices, graphene/PANI can be utilized to amplify the
specic capacity, cyclic stability and rate capability.21–23

Herein, we propose the combination of Cu-based MOF-199
with graphene and polyaniline (PANI). Initially, MOF-199 was
synthesized via the hydrothermal method. The obtained mate-
rial in its pristine form was electrochemically characterized. In
the next step, MOF-199/graphene and MOF-199/PANI compos-
ites were synthesized and tested in a three-electrode assembly.
Moreover, a hybrid-supercapacitor was fabricated by combining
the best-performing electrode and activated carbon. To further
provide insight into the electrochemical behavior of the as-
prepared composite, its structure, elements and surface were
characterized.
2. Experimental
2.1. Precursor materials

All precursors used in the synthesis of MOF-199 and slurry
preparation including cupric nitrate hemipentahydrate
(Cu2H10N4O17), benzene-1,3,5-tricarboxylic acid (BTC linker), 1-
methyl-2 pyrrolidinone (NMP), graphene, PANI, polyvinylidene
RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 2860–2870 | 2861
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uoride (PVDF), and carbon black acetylene were purchased
from Sigma Aldrich and used without further purication in
this reported study. The reference and counter electrodes were
procured from ALS Co., Ltd, Japan.
2.2. Preparation of electrodes

Three nickel foam samples with an area of 1 × 1.5 cm2 were
ultrasonicated in 3 M HCl solution, acetone, ethanol and
deionized (DI) water for 10 min, respectively. Then, the washed
nickel foam samples were dried at 60 °C in oven before further
utilization.
2.3. Assembly of supercapattery device

For the asymmetric device, the MOF-199/PANI electrode was
placed face-to-face with an activated carbon (AC) electrode.
Then, 6 mm-thick nickel foam electrodes were used as the
current collector. Both electrodes were separated by a thin lter
membrane. For the optimum electrochemical performance of
the asymmetric device, charge balancing was carried out using
eqn (1).

mþ
m�

¼ Cs� � DV�
Qsþ

(1)

where m+ and m− are the mass loading of active material on
the positive and negative electrodes, respectively. Cs− and Qs+

represent the specic capacitance of the negative and specic
capacity of the positive electrode in a three-cell assembly,
respectively. DV shows the corresponding potential window.
Using the above-mentioned relation, the mass of the working
and negative electrode was a ratio of 1 : 2.
2.4. Synthesis of MOF-199

To synthesize porous MOF-199, the hydrothermal method was
adapted, as established in the reported methodology.24–26

Briey, 7 mM cupric nitrate hemipentahydrate (Cu2H10N4O17)
was dispersed in 30 mL of DI water. Subsequently, 3.5 mM of
BTC linker was mixed in a solution containing two equal
portions of ethanol and DI water (30 mL). Both prepared solu-
tions were stirred thoroughly until they were completely dis-
solved, and then poured into a 100 mL autoclave. The autoclave
was kept at a temperature of 130 °C for 24 h in an oven. The
autoclave was cooled to ambient temperature and small crystals
were obtained. The mixture was centrifuged and blue crystals
were isolated. Finally, the acquiredmaterial was washed with DI
water, acetone, and ethanol several times and dried.
2.5. Preparation of MOF-199/graphene and MOF-199/PANI

The working nickel foam electrode of MOF-199/graphene was
prepared by making a slurry of 70 wt% of MOF-199, 10 wt% of
graphene and carbon black acetylene each, and 10 wt% of PVDF
in 2 mL of NMP with stirring for 8 h. The same procedure was
followed to prepare MOF-199/PANI expect 10 wt% PANI was
added in place of graphene. Then the obtained slurry was
loaded in the NF and dried at 60 °C for 6 h.
2862 | RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 2860–2870
2.6. Electrochemical measurements

Electrochemical characterization was conducted in both three-
cell and two-cell assemblies, where 1 M KOH solution was
used with the reference and counter electrode of Hg/HgO and
platinum wire, respectively. For cyclic voltammetry (CV) and
galvanostatic charge discharge (GCD) measurements in the
three-electrode setup, the optimum potential window of 0–0.7 V
and 0–0.6 V, respectively, was set. For the same measurements
in the two-electrode assembly, a potential window of 0–1.6 V
was employed for both CV and GCD. The frequency limit for
electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) was set to 0.1
potential window 1.0 MHz.
3. Results and discussion
3.1. Structural, morphological, and elemental
characterizations

The X-ray diffractograms of the pure MOF-199, MOF-199/
graphene and MOF-199/PANI composite are displayed in
Fig. 2(a) together with the standard pattern of MOF-199 (JCPDS
No. 23-00380). The peaks at 9.4°, 11.7°, 18.8°, 26° and 29.4°
conrm the formation of pristine MOF-199, while additional
peaks can be observed in the pattern of MOF-199/graphene and
MOF-199/PANI. The supplementary peaks correspond to gra-
phene and PANI, conrming the successful incorporation of
graphene and PANI in MOF-199. Moreover, the energy disper-
sive X-ray spectrum of MOF-199 is also displayed in Fig. 2(b),
demonstrating the presence of carbon, oxygen and copper
elements.

Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) was performed to
explore the topology of the pristine MOF-199, MOF-199/
graphene and MOF-199/PANI composite. Fig. 2(c) demon-
strates that MOF-199 possesses a crystalline structure with the
typical octahedral shape morphology, whereas Fig. 3(d and e)
validate the successful incorporation of graphene and PANI,
respectively. The integration of graphene and PANI with MOF-
199 provided a high surface area and more diffusion sites.
The average particle size of MOF-199 was calculated to be
30 mm.
3.2. Three-electrode electrochemical results

Before fabricating the hybrid device, the as-prepared electrodes
(MOF-199, MOF-199/graphene and MOF-199/PANI) were
analyzed in a standard three-cell assembly to assess their elec-
trochemical behavior and extract the best-performing sample.
Fig. 3(a–c) present the cyclic voltammograms of MOF-199, MOF-
199/graphene and MOF-199/PANI, respectively. The appearance
of redox peaks in all the samples conrms the occurrence of
faradaic reactions. An increase in peak current was observed
with an increase in the scan rate. All the samples tended to
maintain their CV shapes even with an increase in the scan rate,
signifying their good rate capability. A comparison of the CV
curves of all three samples at 3 mV s−1 is presented in Fig. 3(d).
Interestingly, the incorporation of graphene and PANI in MOF-
199 enhanced its redox activity, whereas the main contribution
to the peaks originated from the pseudocapacitive nature of
© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry



Fig. 2 (a) XRD, (b) EDX and (c–e) SEM micrographs of pristine MOF-199, MOF-199/graphene and MOF-199/PANI.

Fig. 3 Cyclic voltammetry curves of (a) pristine MOF-199, (b) MOF-199/graphene and (c) MOF-199/PANI at various scan rates in the potential
window of 0–0.7 V. (d) Comparison of CV of the three different samples at 3 mV s−1.

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 2860–2870 | 2863
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MOF-199. The oxidation of the copper ion from Cu1+ to Cu2+

and the reduction from Cu2+ to Cu1+ can clearly observed by the
oxidation and reduction peaks located at 0.55 V and 0.35 V in
the MOF-199 sample, respectively.

The redox peaks also shied towards lower potential with the
inclusion of graphene and PANI, indicating the enhanced
electrical conductivity and electrochemical performance of the
samples containing graphene and PANI. Moreover, the
symmetric nature of the CV curves indicates the reversibility of
the redox reactions, making the electrodes highly stable for
a long period. The specic capacities of the prepared samples
were also calculated using eqn (2).

Qs ¼
Ð
I � V dV

m n
(2)

where Qs denotes the specic capacity,
Ð
I × V dV is the area

under the CV curve, “m” is the active mass and “n” is the scan
rate. The obtained Qs values for MOF-199, MOF-199/graphene
and MOF-199/PANI are 451 C g−1, 631 C g−1 and 840 C g−1 at
3 mV s−1, respectively.

To further analyze the charge storage capability of the
prepared electrodes, GCD was performed, and the curves of
MOF-199, MOF-199/graphene and MOF-199/PANI are displayed
in Fig. 4(a–c), respectively, at various current densities. The
plateaus in the GCD curves indicate the pseudocapacitive
behavior of all the samples. The shortening of the timescale
with an increase in current density is ascribed to the time-
Fig. 4 Galvanostatic charge discharge curves of (a) pristine MOF-199, (b)
in the potential window of 0–0.6 V. (d) Comparison of the CV curves of

2864 | RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 2860–2870
dependent movement of the ions present in the electrolyte.
The symmetric and stable nonlinear GCD curves at all current
densities reveal the good reversibility of all the prepared elec-
trodematerials. Fig. 4(d) depicts the GCD curves of the prepared
samples at a current density of 3 A g−1. The nonlinear relation of
potential with time is in good agreement with the pseudoca-
pacitive part in the CV curves. Moreover, the specic capacity
(Qs) values were also calculated using the discharging time of
the GCD curves to validate the CV results. Also, Qs was calcu-
lated from the GCD results using eqn (3), as follows:

Qs ¼ 2I
Ð
V � dt

mV
(3)

The Qs values obtained for MOF-199, MOF-199/graphene and
MOF-199/PANI using the GCD curves are 88 C g−1, 475 C g−1

and 766 C g−1, respectively.
The prepared samples were also tested for their conductive

properties, which plays a crucial role in the electrochemical
outcomes of the device. The EIS results for MOF-199, MOF-199/
graphene and MOF-199/PANI are presented in Fig. 5(a). By
comparing the EIS curves, it can be concluded that the absence
of a semicircle in the high frequency region indicates that all
the prepared electrodes offer insignicant charge transfer
resistance (Rct). Alternatively, in the low frequency region, the
angled line denes the capacitive or diffusive contribution of
the electrodes and the ion diffusion resistance. Pristine MOF-
MOF-199/graphene and (c) MOF-199/PANI at various current densities
the three different samples at 3.0 A g−1.

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry



Fig. 5 (a) EIS of pristine MOF-199/, MOF-199/graphene and MOF-199/PANI. (b) Plot comparing the specific capacities of the three different
samples calculated from the CV and GCD curves. (c) Specific capacities calculated for pristine MOF-199/, MOF-199/graphene and MOF-199/
PANI from CV at various scan rates. (d) Specific capacities calculated from the GCD curves at certain current densities for pristine MOF-199/,
MOF-199/graphene and MOF-199/PANI.
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199 has greater capacitive contribution, while MOF-199/PANI
has more diffusive contribution and that of MOF-199/
graphene lies between both domains. Also, the arcs in the low
frequency region display the Warburg impedance, which is
lower in the case of MOF-199/PANI given that its length is
shorter than the other two samples. Further, a plot showing the
comparison of the specic capacities of all the samples ob-
tained from CV and GCD are presented in Fig. 5(b), and Fig. 5(c
and d) present the capacities calculated at various scan rates
and current densities.

According to the electrochemical analysis, best sample was
MOF-199/PANI given that it possesses a large area under the
curve in the cyclic voltammograms and it takes a larger time to
discharge in the GCD results than other two prepared elec-
trodes. Similarly, MOF-199/PANI exhibited high specic
capacity values according to both the CV and GCD results in
comparison with the other two electrodes. Additionally, the EIS
results also indicated that MOF-199/PANI shows excellent
conductive properties, helping ions to diffuse and intercalate
easily in the electrode.

3.3. Full cell assembly (asymmetric supercapacitor)
electrochemical analysis

To demonstrate the practical application of MOF-199/PANI,
a prototype comprised of activated carbon (AC) and MOF-199/
© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
PANI (MOF-199/PANI//AC) with a sandwiched separator layer
was fabricated. A schematic of the device is displayed in Fig. 6.
An AC was applied at a negative potential, whereas a positive
potential was applied to MOF-199/PANI. Given that to achieve
the maximum Qs, Es, and Ps, charge balancing is required on
both electrodes, thus the charge balance was considered before
depositing the mass on the nickel foam electrodes. The charge
storage on a single electrode depends upon the deposited mass,
capacitance and the potential window, as follows27

q = C × m × Dv (4)

Charge balance can be achieved by equalizing the charge on
both electrodes, which eventually gives the mass balance
equation, as follows (eqn (5)):

mðMOF�199=PANIÞ
mAC

¼ CACDVAC

Qs

(5)

where CAC is the capacitance of AC and DVAC is its operating
potential window. By utilizing the above-mentioned equation,
the electrochemical investigations were carried out at the opti-
mized MOF-199/PANI to AC active mass ratio of 1 : 1.6.

To evaluate the device performance, electrochemical
measurements were conducted in a two-cell assembly. The
RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 2860–2870 | 2865



Fig. 6 Schematic of MOF-199/PANI//AC real device.
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asymmetrically assembled device was tested through CV, GCD
and EIS. Fig. 7(a) shows the CV curves of AC and MOF-199/PANI
to clearly differentiate between the individual and combined
CVs of AC and MOF-199/PANI. It can be observed that the CV of
AC indicates the characteristics of conventional EDLC, while the
voltammogram of MOF-199/PANI was observed to be a redox-
dominant battery-type material. The blended voltammograms
of (MOF-199)/PANI//AC in Fig. 7(b) reveal that the total specic
Fig. 7 (a) Cyclic voltammetry curve of activated carbon and MOF-199/P
PANI//ACGCD curves at several current densities and (d) energy and pow
with scan rate and current density.

2866 | RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 2860–2870
capacity of the asymmetric supercapacitor MOF-199/PANI//AC
originated from the synergistic effect of the redox reaction of
MOF-199/PANI and electrostatically stored charge (AC). Further,
the symmetric and distortion-free curves reect the reversibility
and high-rate capability of the device. The insertion of electro-
lytic ions in the MOF-199 network initiates the reaction between
Cu2+ and the electrolyte, which increases the peak current
values with an increase in scan rate. Fig. 7(c) shows the GCD
plots of the MOF-199/PANI//AC device at seven distinct current
densities. The nonlinearity in the GCD results is consistent with
the redox peaks positions of the CV curves, indicating its
pseudocapacitive nature. The specic capacity of the fabricated
hybrid supercapacitor was found to be 535 C g−1 at 3 mV s−1

according to the CV results and 272 C g−1 via GCD at 1.1 A g−1.
Further, the Es and Ps values of the hybrid device were calcu-
lated using eqn (6). and (7), as follows:28

Es ¼ Qs � DV

2� 3:6
(6)

Ps ¼ Es � 3600

Dt
(7)

The fabricated device achieved a maximum Es of 64 W h kg−1

and Ps of 7200 W kg−1 at 1.1 A g−1 and 9.0 A g−1, respectively, as
displayed in Fig. 7(d). To evaluate the device for its capacitive
and diffusive contributions, its b-value was determined using
the power law, as follows:29

i = anb (8)
ANI. (b) CV of MOF-199/PANI//AC at various scan rates. (c) MOF-199/
er density of HKUST-PANI//AC at 1.1 A g−1. (e) Trend of specific capacity

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry



Fig. 8 (a) b-Values calculated for HKUST-PANI showing the hybrid nature of the device. (b) HKUST-PANI//AC cyclic stability with inset showing
the first and last five cycles of the stability test. (c) EIS before and after the stability test of HKUST-PANI//AC.
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where “i” denotes the peak current, “n” represents the scan rate
and “a” and “b” are variable parameters. This represents
a straight-line equation with “b” as the slope, which indicates
the nature of the fabricated device. Fig. 8(a) shows the b value
graph plotted at peak potentials with a b value of 0.61, depicting
the hybrid nature of the device. The cyclic stability test was also
conducted by repeating 1000 GCD cycles, as demonstrated in
Fig. 8(b). The fabricated device retained 92% of its initial
capacity. Fig. 8(b) inset shows the GCD curves for the rst and
last 5 cycles to estimate the reversibility and reproducibility of
the device. The insignicant difference between the initial and
nal curves reveals the excellent stability and rate capability of
the device.
Fig. 9 (a) Capacitive-diffusive contribution of the hybrid device at 3 mV s
(b) Capacitive-diffusive contribution of the hybrid device at 50mV s−1. (c)
Capacitive-diffusive percentage contribution at various scan rates. (e) k1

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
The impedance spectroscopy results of the MOF-199/PANI//
AC device before and aer the stability test are presented in
Fig. 8(c). The precise point of intersection on the abscissa in the
high frequency zone can be used to calculate the equivalent
series resistance (ESR), which reveals information about the
resistance between the electrode and electrolyte. The ESR value
of the MOF-199/PANI//AC device decreased aer the stability
test, which indicates that it is conductive and serves as evidence
of its excellent performance, as demonstrated by the prior
electrochemical results. The RCT (charge transfer resistance),
which is indicated by the emergence of a semicircle in the high
frequency region of the EIS plot, indicates the resistance
provided to the electrolytic ions during their transfer to the
−1 extracted through Dunn's model in the potential window of 0–1.6 V.
Capacitive-diffusive contribution of the hybrid device at 100mV s−1. (d)
and k2 calculated for the hybrid device using Dunn's model.

RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 2860–2870 | 2867
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electrode material. Due to the absence of a semicircle in the
case of MOF-199/PANI//AC, this material is very conductive. The
lower frequency zones that produce an angled line indicate the
presence of Warburg impedance, which controls the diffusion
path into the electrode material. In the case of MOF-199/PANI//
AC, rapid ion transfer occurs as a result of the length of the line
being shorter prior to the stability test, which somewhat aer it.
The type of device can be predicted by the tilt of the Warburg
impedance line, where if it tilts more to the x-axis, it indicates
that the device is powered by a battery-grade electrode.
Conversely, if it tilts more to the y-axis, it indicates that the
device is capacitive. In the case of MOF-199/PANI//AC, the line is
inclined between both axes, representing the characteristics of
a hybrid device. Besides calculating the b value, the hybrid
nature of the device was also veried by employing Dunn's
model. The capacitive and diffusive contributions were also
estimated using eqn (9), as follows:30

i = k1n + k2n
1/2 (9)

where n represents the scan rate and k1 and k2 are the param-
eters representing the estimated capacitive and diffusive
contributions, respectively. The simulation results for Dunn's
model are displayed in Fig. 9. The capacitive and diffusive
contributions are displayed in Fig. 9(a–c). The percentage
capacitive and diffusive contributions can be seen in Fig. 9(d).
The increase in diffusive contribution with an increase in scan
rate is attributed to the faster motion of ions given that a high
voltage rate does not permit ions to properly intercalate and
react. This gives rise to a greater capacitive contribution.
Moreover, the regression parameters (k1 and k2) in Dunn's
model were plotted against voltage, as shown in Fig. 9(e). Both
k1 an k2 are mirror images of each other but with different
magnitudes. Specically, k1 is the capacitive component and k2
is the diffusive component, which is why they both exhibit
different magnitudes. The sharp peak is the turning point at the
voltage of 1.6 V and the nonlinearity in the curves corresponds
to the CV curves of the fabricated hybrid supercapacitor.

The high capacity, energy and power density, stability and
hybrid nature of the fabricated device comprised of (MOF-199)/
PANI//AC make MOF-199/PANI a promising candidate for
further practical applications. A comparison of this work with
that previously reported in the literature is presented in Table 1,
which shows the superiority of the current study.
Table 1 Comparison of this work (MOF-199 composite based hybrid
supercapacitor) with other reported studies

Material
Energy density
(W h kg−1)

Power density
(W kg−1) Reference

Porous cobalt-MOF 16 749 31
Ni-MOF 32 800 32
Ni/CoMOF-5 31 1133 33
Co/Ni-MOF 62 725 34
Ni-MOF 22 440 35
Ni-MOF/CNTs 37 480 36
MOF-199/PANI 64 7200 This work

2868 | RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 2860–2870
4. Conclusion

In summary, we reported the successful synthesis of single-
crystal MOF-199 and its composites with graphene and PANI,
enabling its further utilization for high-performing energy
storage applications. The highly porous materials (MOF-199,
MOF-199/graphene, MOF-199/PANI) were tested for their
structural, morphological, elemental and electrochemical
characteristics. The structural formation of MOF-199 was
conrmed via XRD, and SEM showed that MOF-199 possesses
a hexagonal crystal structure. To enhance the electrochemical
characteristics of the MOF, MOF-199/graphene and MOF-199/
PANI composites were prepared and tested in a three-cell
assembly. A hybrid supercapacitor was fabricated with the
structure of MOF-199/PANI//activated carbon, given that MOF-
199/PANI emerged as the best-performing material among the
three samples in the three-electrode setup. The asymmetric
device achieved a Qs of 272 C g−1 at 1.1 A g−1 with a remarkable
rate capability, where 92% capacity was retained aer 1000
charge–discharge cycles. The device also delivered the
maximum Es and Ps of 64 W h kg−1 and 7200 W kg−1, respec-
tively. Furthermore, the b-values together with Dunn's model
yielded the k1 and k2 currents and the capacitive-diffusive
contribution. The outcomes of the simulated study conrmed
the hybrid nature of the fabricated device. The present study
focused on combining two distinct high-performance materials
with superior properties, unique structures and morphologies,
which provides insight for developing efficient energy storage
devices.
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