Letters to the Editor

Intravitreal bevacizumab

Sir,
It was interesting reading the guest editorial and the special
editorial in the July issue of IJO.M

I'would like to point out that a pack of Lucentis includes 5 u
needle filter in spite of the fact that it contains a single dose.
This is not provided with bevacizumab.

Five-micron filter provided with Lucentis will not
allow administration of larger particles. Large particles
are known to be formed with protein containing products
such as bevacizumab.”?! Such particles are known to induce
inflammation and sterile endophthalmitis.?!

The use of 5 u needle filter will probably help in avoiding
sterile endophthalmitis (culture negative) which are also seen

in a cluster, even when multiple doses are removed from the
same vial in one sitting with due precautions.**

Generally, bevacizumab is not known to be contaminated
after multiple punctures, which has been demonstrated earlier
by research.’) However, if desired, potential contamination
can also be eliminated using multidose vial adaptors as
demonstrated by French investigators./) They used multidose
vial adaptor having two distinct air and fluid channels.
Air channel contains 0.45 u air filter to prevent entry of
microorganisms in a multidose vial and fluid channel containing
5 w fluid filter to avoid withdrawal of large size particles.

Can this be recommended to take advantage of existing
knowledge to provide affordable care to needy patients?

This is more pertinent now as we have more than one
manufacturer of bevacizumab in our country.
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