DISPENSARY MIDWIFERY pPRACTICE.

CiESARIAN SECTION.

By P- Ccllen, M. D., Civil gurgeon, Hosliungabad.

3rd ppril, 186-1.?Mussummat Rookmia, about 20 j.earg of
age, = strong 1ooking woma ~ first child. Labour pains were
said to have commenced between 3 and 4 o'clock, and the waters
broke at about 7 .. I was sent for at 9 p ., when the paing
appeared tobe ceasing. 1 found the patient flurried and anxious
the pains had apparently stopped, Skin hot, pulse very rapid and
small. On vaginal examination, I found the left arm of the child
and the funis down in the Vagina, and no pulsation could be
detected in the cord: tried to return the arm but could not. A
more careful examination of parts showed antero-posterior con-
traction (digtortion) Of the pelvis, the finger could reach only the
axilla of the child, which was lying with head in right iliac
region, and with back to the back of the mother.

As all pains had ceased, and it was night, 1 ordered her some
camphor water, with half a drlachrrl\ of Jaudanum, and determined
to wait till the morning. I did this not mere]_y to allow time for
the woman to become composed, PUt having »e midwifery
instruments, I waited to see if nature would not bring about a
more favorable presentation.

She glept from 10 p.m. to 4-30 am. I saw her at ¢ a.m., of
the 4th April, there being no return of labor pains. I gave her
chloroform, and tried to introduce rny hand to tyrn, but my
hand would not pass, and I could not reach the feet, and the
uterus so firmly held the child that it could not be pushed
round. This was explaj_ned to the woman's friends, and Caesa-
rian Section mentioned as the only method available of delivering
her. This peing agreed to, the operation was at once performed,
by an incision through the linea alpa, thepei'itoneum was care-
ful]_y pushed on one gide, and another incision, 4 inches 101’1(_2],
made through the anterior wall of the uterus, when it was
found that the placenta had to be cut through. This was done,
and = fyll-grown, large, male child extracted (which, of course,
had been dead from the previous afternoon), together with the
placenta. The htemorrhage from the uterine parieties was
very copious, and was soaked yp as rapidly as possible with
sponges, but still no contractions of the uterus occurred, and
fearing thepatient would sink under such bleeding, T washed the
sponges out in cold water, and then in about five minutes from
the time of extracting the child, the uterus began te contract
very slowly. I waited still a few minutes, and then app]_j_ed
four sutures to the uterine parietes’ to try and exclude the blood
entering the abdominal cavity, and so directed it downwards,
then carefully replaced the peritoneum, and closed the outer
wound Dby eight sutures, strapping, and water-dressing. I
ordered mist, camph. gj spt. ©ther. gulph, gss, tinct. opii. sss
ft. haust, 5. §., with calomel g {j opium gr. 5 in a pill
every 3 hours, and a grain of morphia at night, with sago for
diet. At 12 midday, when shehad taken only the first draught,
and one pill, she became very restless, and could not bear her
abdomen touched. The native doctor was sent for, and he app]_j_ed
twelve leeches, and fomented her, and Ly 4 p. ™- she was much
easier; there had been a little b]_eeding from the external
wound. She took her morphia at night.

5th April.?slept at intervals throughout the night, but
there 1is a good deal of tenderness of the abdomen, and no
appearance Of the lochia. Ordered the vagina to Pe gyringed
gently With tepid water, and to take diaphoretic mixture cyery
third" hour, With g5 9jj, and a dessert gpoonful ©f brandy ==
often as she can be got to take it and fomentations to be gpplied
every three or four hours.

6th April.?She suffered a ood deal of paj_n the whole of
of yesterday, and was restless during the iore part of the night,
but slept = little towards morning. She ate a little yesterday, but
this morning cannot be got to take anything., To continue the
fomentations and sago 2s often as she can be prevailed to take it.
She was very restless all day, and died at 8 p .

A post-mortem was gallowed, and made at 6-45a.m. of the
7th April. There was a ploody discharge from the outer yound,
but the sutures were all right; o» dividing them, found that no
attempt whatever at adhesion had taken place, There was
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2 goo.i (leal of peritonitig. The sutures in the uterine wall
had burst open when contraction had occurred, and the over-
lying portion ©f the peritoneum had become gragped in the
wound. This part was thickened and quite black; the edges ofthe
wound iu the uterus were everted, the interior of the uterus black
and gloughy, especially where the placenta 1Pad been attached,
and the uterus itself was about the Slze‘ of a large cocoanut,
substance quite friable, and breaking easily under the finger,
whilst the abdomen contained about half a pint of bloody offensive
smelling fluid. The promontory of the sacrum was
pushed forwards, and oply three fingers ©°uld pass between it
and the pybis in the antero-posterior diameter.
Remarks.?Having =e instruments to eviscerate yith, I felt
bound to gjye the woman the chance of the Ca3sarian operation,
and believe she would have recovered but for the zccident
of the peritoneum becoming grasped in the wound of the con-

tracting uterus.

much

PARTUS WITE COUP-DE-SOLIEL. V/

Mussummat Godavery, aged 18 years, pregnant With her frst
child, and had gone her full time : on the 23rd October, 1867,
she became troubled with a severe stunning headache. Her
friends not being able to discover what was the matter with her,
thought her possessed with a deo (devil), and, under this im-
pression, conveyed her in a dhooly te the door of the tepple,
where she had been accustomed to go, and there left her for
two days and nights, during which period she neither ate nor
drank, nor would answer any question put t© her. On the 3rd
day the heat appears to have overpowered her; she became
insensible, breathing sterterous, eyes prominent, pupils dilated,
pulse quick, Put nmot strong, and skin very hot. In this state
she was found Ly the native doctor, who, having heard of the
case, went and forcibly brought her away from the temple to
the dispensary. A dozen leeches were applied to her temples,
and cold affusion to head, but on attemptj_ng to give a dose of
medicine, it was found she had bitten nearly half her tongue off,
and the remaining portion was in an offensive gloughing state.
The abdomen had subsided so much that at first I disbelieved
she had completed her full term. There peing »e symptoms
of labour pregent, no examination was made.

The next morning (she was brought to dispensary = the 27th
October) she was still insensible, but it was evident labour had
commenced, and on examining her it was found the waters had
broken, and the os waswell dilated ; in her unconcious state the
escape of the waters had not been noticed hy her attendant. In
about two hourg, a dead fu]_]__grown child was expelled by the
natural efforts. The patient was made to swallow some milk,
imd some diaphoretic mixture.

On the morning of the 29th, she was partially conscious, but
hot so'as to recognize where she 55, or Who were about her.
It now became zpparent she was suffering from severe pnin in
her pight axm and thigh, as the lenst touch made her shrink
away ; ner mouth was in a most offensive gtate, but the loehial
discharge had come on in proper quantity.

On the 30th, she bad slight fever, the pain in the axm and
thigh continuing, opium liniment was applied. Afterthis the
flow of milk came on, the pain slowly abated, and her intelli-
gence gradually returned, so that by the 3rd .November she
was well, with the exception ©f her mouth, which, however,
was so much better as allow her to make known her yants, and
She was permitted to <ro home, and by the middle of the month
was going about, but her speech remained thick and imperfect.

Remarks. ?The only thing remarkable about this case was
the superstition of her relatives. The patient's mother, hus-
band, and several other relations, all ful]_y believing that the
woman was possessed, ROt by one, but by three devils. Her
husband and other male relatives are soucars, educated, intel-
ligent men, but it was only by my persuading them that I
could drive the devils out of the wotnan that they allowed her
to remain under treatment, a@nd even after she recovered, they
for some time would not allow her to return to her own house,
but kept, her apart, lest the devils should again return into
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CAESARIAN SECTION.

Mussummat Mootee, aged 18 years, Hindoo, her first child.
I was called at. 11 a.m. of the 19th Se}tgtember, 1868, to see
this woman. OR reaching the house I ound three dhaie? in
attendance, and was told she had been three and two days in

None of the dliaies could tell me what presentation it
but showed me the left arm of the Child, which they had
and I saw that the funis had also

pain.
was,

torn off from the shoulder,
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been tory, and was projecting from the vagnia, arid as all pain
had ceased since the previous evening, I directed the woman
to ba taken to the hogpital, which she reached at 2-30 p I
now examined her, and found the labia mnjora were somewhat
hypertrophied, and the yagnia in = dreadfully torn, ragged state,
including the urethral passage, °° that the meatus urinarius
could not be found, and the whole of the parts hot and in-
flamed ; and it was after great difficulty and patience that I
reached the o5, or rather phody of the child, which was lying
with its head to right, and with its back to front of mother. 'J.he
finger abutted on its spine, but the uterus was so firmly <on-
tracted over it that it could not be moved. The patient was
very low and gemi-conscious, with the pulse 125 perminute ., she
had had no food for three gayg, and the surface of the body
was quite cold and clammy. She was evidently sinking, and
if not delivered sharp would die. Some sago and  brandy
were given, when the pulse fell to 120, and external manipula-
tions had no effect in altering the presentation. Chloroform
was given, but ne relaxation of the uterus occurred, and as
the hand could not be introduced to tyrp, an attempt was
made to eviscerate, but after bringing away the thoracic con-
tents, mo contractions could be induced to evacuate the child,
and the gorget I had was too smalll to divide the spine,
hence nothing had been gained by this proceeding. At 4 p.m.
I decided to perform the Caesarian Section, which I did through
the linia 3lba; neither peritoneum nor intestine came in the
way, and the operation was very quickly performed, the uterine
sinuses bled freely, and a small quantity of blood fell into the
abdominal cavity. The child was large, as also the placenta.
After extraction, a little tepid water was pagsed through t°
wash out the vagina, and the uterine wound closed Ly two
sutures, and the abdominal one by five. No contraction of
the uterus took placs.at all; j‘.n fact, the viseus appeared
dead a]_ready. The patient was with difficulty roused from the
effects of the chloroform. Half an hour afterwards she drank
some gago and brandy, and by 6 p.m. she seemed petter,
but rather sleepy, which was attributed to the brandy : but in

and tossed ghout,
From this time slie gradually sank,

half an hour more she became very restless,
although quite conmscious.
and died at 7-15 p.m.
Remarks.?The question in this case may be agked, .should
the operation have been performed at all, but having failed to
deliver her by such instruments as I had, I gave her the

chauce of the operation as the Ol’lly hope left,

SPONTANEOUS EVOLUTION,

Mussummat (liundun, aged 30 years, is the mother of
five living childern, all born at full time, and lias gone With
this sixth child her full term, was seized with labor paj_ns
at 10 p m. yesterday (15th August, 18(39), and at 10 o'clock
this morning the waters broke, and an arm protruded. About
an hour afterwards all pains stopped. I was sent for at 9 p.m..
and found the patient weak, cold, and clammy, pulse 96, and
quite thready. The right a=m of the child was protruding, and
quite cold and plack, the finger was passed up to its axilla and
neck, but no pulsation could be fglt, as the child was dead,
there was no hurry about delivering’ and it was decided to
wait until morning. She was ordered 2 ozs. of port wine and
some gag0, and this to be repeated at midnight. She
slept = couple of hours after the first dose, when the second
was given, and at 1 a.m. of the 17th pains recommenced and
gradually increased in strength, and the head, which had been
in the left iliac fogsa, appeared to become doubled on the chest,
and the child was expelled by the natural efforts, the back of the
neck and shoulder being the presenting part, 'lhere was 110
injury done to the neck of the child, but the head was slightly
flatténed laterally. The woman was 2 good deal exhausted
after the delivery, but made a good recovery, and on the 8th
day was up and about.

PROLONGED GESTATION.

Mrs. G aged 22 years, ©F slight make, but yiry, Her
fourth labour. The first was tedious, the second and third natur-
al , menstruated last on the 26th (ctober, 1867, which lasted six
days; 1S positive == *° date! because she wrote it down ; was
delivered naturally aftera six hours' labour on the 28th August,
1868, being 306 days. This is poggiple, perhaps, PUt is if pro-
bable. More likely she missed = period, o= she' conceived
immediately before hef time of the 14th November, instead of
- week after that of Qctober.
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ARJI PRESENTATION.?VERSION.

October p7th, 1870 . ?Mussummat Grarsoo, aged 35 years, is tlio
mother of three or fourcliildern, all living, and has gone her full
time with this Was seized with labour paing on the

pregnancy. .
i to the time of the waters

25th jpstant, which wexre strong up
breaking, Put Stopped shortly afterwards, has not had any pain
for over twelve hours. Present state, right ==m of child and
funis protruding from vagina, both quite cold and black. No
pulsation can be felt. WQman very 19W: surface of hody colld,
pulse small and thready, is troubled with hiccup,‘ and vomits
everything given to her, even yater, and there is great abdo-
minal tenderness. She was taken to the hospital and some
port wine given, but she pejected most of it. She was placed
under the influence of chloroform, and the child turned and
brought away With very little trouble, the after-birth coming
away 1t the same time ; but it was some time before the uterus
commenced'to contract, and then but very feebly, but there
was very !ittle haemorrhage, fortunately. Turpentine stupes
were sedulously used, and port wine and arrowroot given, but
she never rgllied, but continued in . semi-comatose gtate,
until the 29th, when she died.



