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CASE OF ABSCESS OP THE LIVER: OP HYDATID 
ORIGIN? 

Assistant Surgeon J. Candy, M.D. has favoured us with 
notes of a case of abscess of the liver which points to the 

pathology of that disease lately sketched by Dr. J. Cleghorn. 
The patient?Private D.Y., aged 46, of temperate habits?reported 
sick on the 21st April, 1871, complaining of 

" loss of appetite and 
general malaise." 13 days after admission?on the 4th May? 
he complained of a " sharp stabbing pain in the right hypo- 
chondriac region, extending up to the tip of the right scapula and 
along the course of the superficial cervical nerves; tongue much 
furred; skin hot and dry; pulse 92; very thirsty; bowels 

irregular." He was treated with leeches, blistered, and had pur- 
gatives and nitromuriatic acid witii cinchona. He improved 
until the 13th May, when, at 4 a.m., he was seized with acute 

pain in the right side, followed by great dyspnoea: this was 
succeeded by collapse from which, under stimulants and local 

counter-irritants, he partially recovered. He grew weaker, how- 
ever, daily and sank at 8 p.m. of 25th May. On post-mortem 
examination, a large abscess of the right lobe of the liver was 
found to have burst into the right pleural cavity. Three specimens 
of the taenia mediocanellata were found in his duodenum. 
The man had been subject to tape-worm for a long time. Dr. 

Candy surmises from the man's previous history that the 
abscess may have arisen from a hydatid cyst, and remarks 
on the rapidity of the progress of the case, and on the com- 
paratively little distress the man felt from the empyema, after 
the first shock was past. The weather was very hot at the 

time, and that no doubt helped the fatal exhaustion. 


