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Since their appearance, the 
'Lecture Notes' series have offered 

concise, affordable and (usually) 
well-written texts aimed largely at 
medical students and, in some 
cases, junior doctors. Some of 
these texts have become minor 

classics, other titles have been less 
innovative and inspiring and there 
has clearly been an editorial policy 
to produce a 'Lecture Notes' for 
every conceivable subject in the 
undergraduate medical curricu- 
lum. Immunology, with its ramifi- 
cations into every aspect of 

medicine, justifies a volume, and 
all physicians benefit from a work- 
ing knowledge of the immune 
system. 

Lecture Notes on Immunology (third 
edition) is pitted against stiff oppo- 
sition, notably that of the Mosby 
series originated by Roitt and 
colleagues, who were undoubtedly 
the pioneers in making immun- 
ology visually accessible by the use 
of liberally illustrated, multicolour 
texts including photographic 
reproductions of histopathological 
and immunopathological speci- 
mens. The colour battle has not 

been seriously taken on by 
'Lecture Notes'. Despite the asser- 
tion on the back of the book 'Now 
for the first time illustrated in 
colour' the addition of red to a 

previously monochrome book has 
something of the tongue-in-cheek 
salesmanship of Henry Ford. 
There is no doubt that this book 

is both concise and comprehen- 
sive. For its size it packs in an enor- 
mous quantity of data. This is 
leavened by some entertaining 

anecdotes which provide a 

historical view or a broader 

perspective on a subject. It is up to 
date and I found few factual errors 
and inconsistencies. The speed 
with which microbial taxonomy 
changes makes it understandable 
that Rochalimea is used instead of 

Bartonella. Perhaps less forgivable 
is the inclusion of Pneumocystis 
carinii under protozoa instead of 

as a fungus. The suppressor T cell 
makes a number of appearances in 

different chapters, apparently as a 
definitive lymphocyte lineage in 
some illustrations, yet in only one 
chapter is there an acknowledge- 
ment that they are unlikely to be a 
distinct subpopulation. 
At a personal level, I found that 

the two shades of red used did not 

imprint the pictures very well in 
the memory and for those studying 
for exams, factual recall is vital. 

Occasional pictures are excellent 
such as the diagram of immuno- 
logical damage in skin and kidney. 
In some areas the writing is fluent 
and readable but in many others 

the length of sentence and the 
word usage would not have pleased 
Fowler. The key points seem over- 
elaborate and could be made more 

'punchy'. 
However, this addition to the 

Lecture Notes stable more than 

adequately fulfils its aim of cover- 
ing the immunological knowledge 
required by 'medical students, 
junior doctors and other post- 
graduates'. It has no major advan- 
tage over its competitors other 
than its convenient size within 

which is compressed an impressive 
depth of factual detail, but it is not 
comprehensive enough (and not 
intended) to be a reference book. 

Indeed, as a reference, Clinical 

Aspects of Immunology by Lachmann, 
Peters, Rosen and Walport, 
appears in the further reading list 
of almost every chapter. This is 
unlikely to have disappointed the 

publishers who are also Blackwell. 
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